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ner as will accomplish the greatest good, 
and reflect back the glory to the Giver! 
We are indebted to God for all the quali- 
ties of the miai These powers can be 
cultivated, and so discreetly directed and 
^ controlled as to acoomplish the punx)se 
' for which God gave thent 

Bro. Andrews, you can so educate your 
mind as to bring out the energies of the 
soul, and develop every faculty, that they 
may accomplish the purpose for wjiich they 
were given. The intellect may be strength- 
ened by every faculty being exercised 

Tou, my brother, are not domg the great- 
est a^iDunt of good, because you exercise 
the intellect in one direction and Neglect 
to give careful attention to those things for 
which you think you are not adapted; 
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A Balanced initUL 

God has committed to us each sax»red 
trusts, for which he holds us accountable. 
It is his purpose that we so educate the 
mind as to enable us to bring into exercise 
the talents he has given us in such a man- 
ner as will accomplish the greatest good, 
and reflect back the glory to the Giver. 
We are indebted to God for all the quali- 
ties of the mini These powers can be 
cultivated, and so discreetly directed and 
controlled as to accomplish the purjmse 
' for which God gave theuL 

Bro. Andrews, you can so educate your 
mind as to bring out the energies of the 
soul, and develop every faculty, that they 
may accomplish the purpose for wjiich they 
were given. The intellect may be strength- 
ened by every fiwulty being exercised ° 

Tou, liiy brother, are not doiag the great- 
est mount of good, because you exercise 
the inteiieet in one direction and Neglect 
to eive careful attention to those things for 
1 think you are not adaptgi ; 
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•therefore some faculties that are weak am 
lying dormant for want of exercise, because 
the work that should call them into e^of- 'N. 
cise and consequently give them strength, 
is not pleasant to you. All the faculties 
should DC cultivated. All the powers of 
the mind should be exercised. Perception, 
judgment, memory, and all the reasoning 
powers, should have equal strength in or- 
der to have a well-balanced mind. In that 
case, you would be a whole man. Other- 
wise, you are in danger of being but part 
of a man» 

K certain faculties are used to the neg- 
lect of others, the design of God is not 
fully carried out in us ; for all the faculties 
have a bearing, and ai-e dependent, in a f 
gi-eat measure, upon each other"^ One 
cannot be etfectually used without the op- 
eration of all the other faculties, that the 
balance may be carefully presei^ved. If all 
the attention and strength are given to 
one, while others lie dormant, the develop- 
ment is strong in that one, and will lead to 
extremes, because all the powers have not 
been cultivated. Some are dwarfed, and the 
intellect is not properly balanced. All 
minds are not naturally constituted alike. 
We have varied minds, and strong points 
of character, and great weaknesses, upon 
some points. These deficiences, so appar- 
ent, need not, and should not, exist. If 



those who possess them would strengthen 
the weak points in their character, by cul- 
tivation and eiercise, they would become 
strong. 

It is agreeable, but not to the greatest 
profit, to put into exercise the faculties 
which are naturally the strongest, while 
we neglect those that ai-e weak, that 
need to be strengthened. The feeblest fac- 
ulties should have careful attention, that 
all the powers of the intellect may be nicely 
balanced, and all do their part like well- 
regulated machinery. 

Bro. Andrews, you fail to turn your pow- 
ers to the best account. Your strength to 
concentrate your mind upon one subject to 
the exclusion of all othera, is well in a de- 
gree ; but this faculty is constantly culti- 
vated, which weal's upon certain organs 
that are called into exercise to do this 
work, which will tax them too much, and 
you will fail to accomplish the greatest 
amount of good, and wiU shorten life. All 
the faculties should beai* a pai*t of the la- 
bor, working harmoniously, each balancing 
the other. 

You put your w^hole soul into the sub- 
ject you are now upon. You go deeper and 
deeper into the matter. You see knowledge 
and light as you become interested and ab- 
sorbed. But there are very few minds that 
can follow you, unless they give the sub- 
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jcct the depth of thought you have done. 
There is danger of your plowing, and plant- 
ing the seed of truth, so deep that the ten- 
der, precious blade will never find the sur- 
face. Your labor will be appreciated only 
by a few. 

If you had taken hold of your Sabbath 
histoiy and made that your principal, but 
not your exclusive, business, and labored a 
portion of the time to keep up other 
branches of the work, it would have been 
better for you, and better for the interests 
of the cause of God. You love just the 
kind of work you ai'e now doing; but 
while you are going so thorough, and cov- 
ering so much ground, you are not getting 
out a work calculated to do the greatest 
amount of good, by awakening a general 
interest. Minds become weary in reading 
and following you. When you get en- 
gaged in matter that you are now at work 
upon, you scarcely know where to stop. 

In this age, when pleasing fables are 
drifting upon the surface and attracting 
the mind, truth presented in an easy style, 
backed up with a few strong proofs, is bet- 
ter than to search, and bring forth an over- 
whelming array of evidences ; for the point 
then is not standing so distinct in many 
minds as before the objections and evi- 
dences were brought before them. In 
many minds, assertions will go farther than 



long arguments in proof. Many things 
may be taken for gitinted. Proof does not 
help the case in some minds. 

You, my brother, are in danger of carry- 
ing minds beyond their depth. Those who 
are best acquainted with Eld. P. have less 
confidence in him. They will take what 
he says, however untinie and unjust, and 
even ridiculous, and make it bear against 
the truth, if possible. But minds that will 
receive and be pleased with the produc- 
tions of his pen are not the ones to be con- 
vinced of the tmth, or that would honor 
the cause of God if they should accept the 
Sabbath. And you are in danger of pre- 
senting objections to thousands of minds 
that they never thought of, and which 
many will use if they become disaffected. 
If you and other men take a position to 
investigate and show the fallacy and incon- 
sistency of men who dishonestly turn the 
truth of God into a lie, Satan will stir up 
men enough to keep your pen and the pens 
of several others constantly employed, 
while other branches of the'^work are left 
to suffer. 

We must have more of the spirit of 
those men who were engaged in building' 
the walls of Jerusalem. We are doing a 
great work, and we can not come dowa" 
If Satan sees he can keep men's voices 
silent from the most important work for 
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the present time in answering objections 
of opponents, his object is accomplished. 

The history of the Sabbath should have 
been out long ago. You should not wait 
to have everything so exactly strong as 
you can possibly make it before you give 
it to the people. Tliis is a busy world. 
Men and women, as they engage in the 
business of life, have not time to meditate, 
and read even the word of God enough to 
understand it. And long, labored argu- 
ments will interest but a few. For as the 
people run, they have to read. You can 
no more remove the objections to the Sab- 
bath commandment from the minds of the 
First-day Adventists, than the Saviour of 
the world could, by his great power and 
mimcles, convince the Jews that he was 
the Messiah after they had once set them- 
selves to reject him. Like the obstinate, 
unbelieving Jews, they have chosen dark- 
ness rather than light, and should an angel 
direct from the courts of Heaven speak to 
them, thev would say it was Satan. 

Your Sabbath history should be given 
to the public, if not in all that peifection 
you could desire. Souls need the work 
now. Plain, pointed arguments, standing 
out as mile posts, will do more in convinc- 
ing minds generally than a large array of 
argument, coveiing a great deal of ground, 
that none but investigating minds will 



have interest to follow. While one edition 
is circulating, and tlie people are having 
the benefits, then if gi-eater improvements 
are to be made, you can make them, until 
you are satisfied that you have done all in 
your power. Our success will be in reach- 
ing common minds. Those w^ho have tal- 
ent and position are so exalted above the 
simplicity of the word, and so well satis- 
fied with themselves, that they feel no need 
of the truth. They are exactly where Uie 
Jews were, self-x'ighteous, self-sufiicient. 
They are whole, and have no need of the 
physician. 

While you are following Preble so fully, 
you anticipate that which you will never 
realize. Your time can be better employed 
in having a more general interest, and giv- 
ing to the people food — meat that will feed 
them now. While your time is employed 
in following the crooks and tunis of Preble, 
you are not wise. You bring to notice a 
work which has but a limited cu'culation, 
and are interesting minds in objections that 
they would never have been troubled with. 

You manufacture a train of quibbles 
and doubts for thousands of people, and 
present his work to those who would never 
have seen it. This is just what they want 
to have done, to be brought to notice, and 
we publish for them. Tliis is what Carver 
wants. This is their main object in wit- 
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ing out their falsehoods, and misrepresent- 
ing the truth and the charactei's of those 
who love and advocate the truth. They 
will die out the soonest to be left unnoticed, 
treating their falsehoods and errors with si- 
lent contempt. They do not want to be 
let alone. Opposition is the element that 
they love. If it was not for this, they 
would have but Httle influence. 

The first-day Adventists are a class that 
are the most difficult to reach. They will 
genemlly reject the truth, as did the Jews. 
We should, as far as possible, go forward 
as though there was not such a people in 
existence. They are the elements of con- 
fusion, and immoralities exist among them 
to a fearful extent. It would be the gi*eat- 
est calamity to have many of their num- 
ber embrace the truth. They would have 
to unlearn everything, and learn anew, or 
they would cause us great trouble. There 
are occasions where their glaring misrep- 
resentations will have to be met. When 
this is the case, it should be done promptly, 
and briefly, and we should then pass on to 
our work. The plan of Christ's teaching 
should be ours. He was plain and simple, 
striking directly at the root of the matter, 
and the minds of all were met. 

And it is not the best policy to be so very 
explicit, and say all upon a point that can 
be said, when a few arguments will cover 



the gi-ound and be sufficient for all prac- 
tical pui^oses in convincing or silencing 
opponents. You may remove every prop 
to-day, and close the mouths of objectors 
so that they can say nothing, and to-mor- 
row they will go over the same ground 
again. Thus it will be, over and over, be- 
cause they do not love the light, and will 
not come to the light lest their darkness 
and error should be removed from them. 
It is a better plan to keep a reserve of ar- 
guments and reasons than to pour out a 
depth of knowledge upon a subject which 
would be taken for gi-anted without labored 
argument, Christ's ministry lasted only 
three yeai^, and a great work was done in 
that short period. In these last days there 
is a great work to be done in a short time. 
While you are getting ready to do some- 
thing, souls will perish for the light and 
knowledge. 



4,11 Appeal* 

Dear Brethren and Sisters: I feel 
compelled at this time to ftilfill a long-neg- 
lected duty. 

Previous to my husband's dangerous and 
protracted illness, he preformed, for years, 
more labor than two men should have done 
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in the same time. He could not see any 
period where he could be relieved from the 
pressure of care, and obtain mental and 
physical rest. My husband was warned 
by testimony of his danger. I was shown 
that he was doing too much brain labor. 
I will here copy a written testimony given 
as far back as Aug. 26, 1855 : 

" I was shown while at Paiis, Maine, that 
my husband's health was in a critical con- 
dition, and that his anxiety of mind had 
been too much for his strength. When the 
present truth was first pubUshed, he put 
forth great exeition, and labored with but 
little encouragement and help from his 
brethren. From the first, he lias taken 
burdens upon him which were too taxing 
for his physical strength. 

" These burdens, if equally shared, need 
not have been so wearing. While my hus- 
band took much responsibility, some of his 
brethren in the ministry were not willing 
to take any. And those who shunned re- 
sponsibilities and burdens did not realize 
his burdens, and were not as interested in 
the advancement of the work and cause of 
God as they should have been. My hus- 
band felt this lack, and laid his shoulder 
under burdens that were too heavy, and 
they nearly cinished him. As the result of 
these extra efforts, more souls will be 
saved. But it is these eifoi-ts that have 



told upon his constitution and deprived 
him of strength. I have been shoVn that 
my husband should lay aside his anxiety 
in a great measure ; for God is willing he 
should be released from such wearing la- 
bor, and that he should devote more time 
to the study of the Scriptures, and in the 
society of his children, seeking to cultivate 
their minds. 

" I saw that it was not our duty to per- 
plex ourselves with individual trials. Such 
mental labor endured for others' wrongs 
should be avoided. My husband can now 
labor with all his energies, as he has done, 
and as the result go down to the grave, and 
his labors be lost to the cause of God, or 
he can now be released while he has some 
strength left, and last longer, and his labors 
be more efficient." 

I will copy from a testimony given in 
1859 : In my last vision, I was shown 
that the Lord would have my husband give 
himself more to the study of the Script- 
ures that he might be better qualified to 
labor effectually in word and doctrine, both 
by speaking and writing. 

" I was shown that we had, in the past, 
exhausted our energies through much anx- 
iety and care to bring the church up in a 
right position. Such wearing labor in va- 
rious places, bearing the burdens of the 
church, is not required; for the church 
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should bear their own burdens. Our work 
was to instruct them in God's word, press- 
ing upon them the necessity of experi- 
mental religion, defining as clearly as pos- 
sible the correct position in regard to the 
truth, God would have us raise our voices 
in the great congregation upon points of 
present truth, which are of vital impor- 
tance. These should be presented with 
clearness, and with decision, and should 
also be written out, that the silent mes- 
sengers may bring it before people every- 
where. 

"I have been shown that there is required 
of us a more thorough consecration on our 
part to the essential work, and we must be 
earnest to live in the light of God's coun- 
tenance. If our minds were less exercised 
with the trials of the church, they would 
be more free to be exercised upon Bible 
subjects ; and a closer application to Bible 
truth will accustom the mind to run in that 
channel, and we shall be better quaUfied 
for the important work devolving upon us. 

" I was shown that God did not lay upon 
us such heavy burdens as we have borne 
in the past. We have a duty to talk to 
the church, and show them the necessity 
of their working for themselves. The 
church have been carried too much. 

" I was shown the reason why we should 
not bo required to take upon ourselves 



heavy burdens, and engage in perplexing 
labor. The Lord has work of another 
character for us to perform. He would not 
have us exhaust our physical and mental 
energies, but they should be held in re- 
serve, that upon special occasions, whenever 
help was actually needed, our voices could 
be heard. 

" I saw that important moves would be 
made that would demand our influence to 
lead out. Influences would arise, errors 
would occasionally be brought into the 
church, and then our influence would be 
requii'od. But if exhausted by previous 
labors, we would not possess that calm judg- 
ment, discretion, and self-control, for the 
important occasion in which God would 
have us act a prominent part. 

" Our eflbrts have been crippled by Sa- 
tan's affecting the church to call forth 
from us almost double labor to cut our way 
through the darkness and unbelief These 
efforts to set things in order in the churches 
have exhausted our strength. Lassitude 
and debUity have followed. 

I saw that we had a work to do, and 
the adversary of souls would resist every 
effort that we might attempt to make. 
The people may be in a state of backsHd- 
ing, so that God cannot bless them, and 
this will be disheartening ; but we should 
not be discoumged. We should do our 
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duty in presenting the light, and leave the 
responsibility with the people." 

I will here copy from another testimony 
written June 6, 1863 : " I was shown that 
our testimony was still needed in the church, 
and that we should labor to save ourselves 
trials and cares, and tlmt we should preserve 
a devotional frame of mind. It is duty for 
those in the Office to tax their brains more, 
and my husband tax his less. Much time 
is spent by him upon various matters which 
coni\ise and weary his mind, and unfit him 
for study, or for wi-iting, and hinder his 
lirrht from shining in the Review as it 

o o 

should. 

" I saw that my husband's mind should 
not be crowded and overtaxed. His mind 
must have rest, and he be left free to writ<) 
and att-end to matters which othei^ cannot 
do. Those engaged in the Office can lift 
from him a great weight of care if they 
would dedicate themselves to God, and feel 
a deep interest in the work. No selfish 
feelings should exist among those who la- 
bor in the Office. It is the work of God in 
which they are engaged, and they are ac- 
countable to God for the motives and man- 
ner in which this bi-anch of his work is 
performed. They are required to disci- 
pline their minds, and to bring their minds 
to task. Forgetftilness is sin. Many feel 
that no blame should be attached to for- 



getfulness. There is a great mistake here ; 
and this leads to many blundei's, and much 
disorder, and many wrongs. The mind 
must be tasked. Things that should be 
done should not be forgotten. The mind 
must be disciplined untD it will remember. 

"My husband has had much care, and 
he has done many things which others ought 
to have done, fearing they would, in their 
heedlessness, make mistalces which would 
involve losses not easily remedied. This 
has been a great pcqjlexity to his mind. 
Those who labor in the Office should leam. 
They should study, and practice, and ex- 
ercise their own brains ; for they have this 
branch of business alone, while my hus- 
band has the responsibility of many de- 
partments of the work. If the workmen 
make a failure, they should feel that it 
rests upon them to repair damages from 
their own pui-ses, and not allow the Office 
to suffer loss through their carelessness. 
They should not cease to bear responsibil- 
ities, but should tiy again, avoiding their 
former mistakes. In this way they would 
leam to take that care which the word 
of God ever requires, and then they w^ill 
do no more than their duty. 

" I was shown that my husband should 
take time to do those things which his 
judgment teUs him would preseiTe his 
health. He ha.s thought that he must 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



16 



17 



thiw off the buixlens and responsibilities 
which were upon him, and leave the Office, 
or his mind would become a wreck. I 
was shown that when the Lord released 
him from his position, he would give him 
just as clear evidence of his release as he 
gave him when he laid the buixien of the 
work upon him. But he has borne too 
many burdens, and those labeling with 
him at the Office, and his ministering 
brethren also, have been too willing that 
he should bear them. They have, as a 
general thing, stood back from bearing 
bm'dens and have sympathized with those 
that were murmuring against him, and left 
my husband to stand alone while he was 
bowed down beneath censure until God 
has vindicated his own cause. If they 
had taken their sliare of the burdens, he 
would have been relieved. 

" I saw that now God required us to take 
special care of the health he has given us ; 
for our work was not yet done. Our tes- 
timony must still bo borne, and would have 
influence. I saw we should both preseiTC 
our strength to labor in the cause of God 
when it is needed. We should be careful 
of our strength, and not take upon our- 
selves burdens that others can, and. should, 
bear. We should encourage a cheerful, 
hopeful, peaceful frame of mind; for our 
health depends upon our doing this. The 



work God requires of us will not prevent 
our caring for our health that we may re- 
cover the effect of overtaxing labor. The 
more perfect our health, the more perfect 
will be our labor. When we overtax oui- 
strength, and overlabor, and become ex- 
hausted, then we are liable to take colds, 
and are at such times in danger of disease 
assuming a dangerous form. We must not 
leave the care of ourselves with God, when 
he has left the i-esponsibihty upon us.'* 

Oct. 25, 1869, while at Adams Center, I 
was shown that some ministers among us 
fail to bear all the responsibility God would 
have them. Theii^ lack throws extra labor 
upon those who are burden-bearers, espe- 
cially upon my husband. There is a fail- 
ure in ministei-s moving out and venturing 
something in the cause and work of God. 
Impoi-tant decisions are to be made, and, 
as the end cannot, by mortal man, be seen 
from the begining, there is a shrinking 
from venturing and advancing as the prov- 
idence of God leads. Some one must ad- 
vance. Some one must venture in the fear 
of God, trusting the result with him. 
Those ministers who shun this part of the 
labor are losing much. They are fail- 
ing to obtain the experience God de- 
signed they should have, to make them 
efficient, strong men that can be relied upon 
in any emergency. 
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Bro Andrews, you shrink from running 
risks You are not willing to venture 
when you cannot see the way aU clear 
Yet some one must do this very work, and 
move by faith, or no advance moves would 
be made, and nothing would be accom- 
plished Your fear lest you shall make mis- 
takes, and mismoves, and then be blamed, 
binds you. You should move according to 
your best judgment, tmsting the result 
with God. Some one must do this, and it 
is a tiying position for any one. One 
should not bear aU this respoi^ibility 
alone This burden, with much reflection, 
and earnest prayer, should be equaUy 
shared. You excuse yourself from takmg 
responsibiUty because you have made some 
mistakes in the past. 

During my husband's affliction, the Lord 
proved, tested, and tried, his people, to re- 
veal what was in their hearts ; and, m thus 
doing, showed to them what was undiscov- 
ered in them that was not according to the 
Spirit of God. The trying circumstoces 
under which we were placed called out 
that from our brethren which otherwise 
would never have been revealed, ihe 
Lord proved to his people that the wisdom 
of mail is fooUshness, and that their plans 
and calculations, without thorough trust 
and reUance upon God, would prove a fail- 
ure We are to learn from all these things. 
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If errors are committed, they should teach 
and instruct, but not lead to the shunning 
of burdens and responsibilities. Where 
much is at stake, and where matters of vi- 
tal consequence are to be entered into, and 
important questions settled, God's servants 
should take individual responsibilities. 
They cannot lay off the burden, and yet 
do the will of God. Some ministers are 
deficient in the qualifications necessary to 
build up the churches, and they are not 
willing to wear in the cause of God. They 
have not a disposition to give themselves 
wholly to the work, with their interest un- 
divided, theii- zeal unabated, their patience 
and perseverance untiring. With these qual- 
ifications in lively exercise, the churches 
will be kept in order, and my husband's 
labors will not be so heavy. It is not con- 
stantly borne in mind by all ministers that 
the labor of all must bear the inspection of 
the Judgment, and every man be rewarded 
as his works have been. 

Bro. Andrews, you have a responsibiUty 
to bear in regard to the Health Institute. 
You should ponder, you should reflect. 
Frequently the time you occupy in read- 
ing is the very best time for you to reflect, 
and study what must be done to set things 
in order at the Health Institute and at the 
Office. My husband takes on these bur- 
dens because he sees that the work for these 
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institutions mvst be done by some one 
•As others would not lead out, he stepped 
in the gap and suppUed the deficiency. 

God has cautioned and warned my hus- 
band in regard to the preservation of his 
strencHh. I was shown that he was raised 
up by the Lord, and that he lives as a mir- 
acle of mercy— not for the purpose of gath- 
ering the burdens upon him again under 
which he has once fallen, but that the peo- 
ple of God might be benefited with his ex- 
perience in advancing the general interests 
of the cause and in connection with the 
work he has given me, and the burden he 
has laid upon me to bear. 

Bro. Andrews, great care should be ex- 
ercised by you, especially at Battle Creek. 
In visiting, yonr conversation should be 
upon the most important matters. Great 
care should be exercised to back up pre- 
cept by example. This is an important 
post, which will require labor, and while 
you are here, you should take time to pon- 
der the many things which need to be done, 
which require solemn reflection, careful at- 
tention, and most earnest, faithful prayer. 
You should feel as strong an interest in the 
things relating to the cause and bui'den of 
the work at the Health Institute, and the 
Ofiice of publication, as my husband, and 
f<3el that the work is yours. You cannot 
do the work God has especially qualified 



my husband to do, neither can he do the 
work God has especially qualified you to 
do. Yet both of you together, united in 
harmonious labor, can accomplish much, 
you, in your office, and my husband in 
his. 

The work in which we have a mutual 
interest is great, and efficient, willing, bur- 
den-bearing laborers are very few indeed. 
God win give you strength, my brother, 
if you will move forward and wait upon 
him. He will give my husband and my- 
self strength in our united labor, if we do 
all to his glory, according to our ability and 
strength to labor. You should be located 
where you would have a more favorable 
opportunity to exercise your gift according 
to the ability God has given you. You 
should lean your whole weight upon God, 
and give him an opportunity to teach, lead, 
and impress you. You feel a deep interest 
in the work and cause of God, and you 
should look to God for guidance and light. 
He will give it you. But, as an ambassa- 
dor of Christ, you are required to be faith- 
ful, to correct wi'ong in love, and meekness, 
and your etfoiis will not prove unavailing. 

Since my husband has recovered from 
his feebleness, we have labored earnestly. 
We have not consulted our ease or our 
pleasure. We have traveled, and labored in 
camp-meetings, and overtaxed our strength, 
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80 that it has brought upon us debility, 
without the advantages of rest. During 
the year 1870, we attended twelve camp- 
meetings. In a number of these meetings, 
the burden of labor rested almost wholly 
upon my husband and myself. We trav- 
eled from Minnesota to Maine, and to Mis- 
souri and Kansas. 

The foregoing portion of this Appeal 
was read at the New Hampshire Camp- 
meeting, August, 1871. 

When we returned from Kansas in the 
autumn of 1870, Bro. Gage was at home 
sick. His wife, and his mother, brother 
and sisters-in-law, said he had worked so 
hard that it resulted in his sickness. This 
was not the truth. Overlabor was not the 
cause of his sickness. He accompanied 
his brother-in-law on a pleasure trip to 
Chicago to see tho place. The cars were 
delayed, and he was obliged to wait, on an 
unpleasant, rainy night, till near morning 
in the depot, before the cai*s came along. 
He traveled all the next day over Chicago, 
in a rain stoim, and returned in the night 
to Battle Creek. This exposure brought 
on fever. This desire for a pleasure trip 
led him to desert his post of duty, and 
what makes this appear still worse, sister 
Van Horn, at this very time, was absent 
from the Office in consequence of fever 
brought upon her by the sudden death of 



her mother. Bro. Smith was also from the 
Office, in Rochester, N. Y., recoveiing from 
a fever. There was a great amount of un- 
finished work, and that Bro. Gage should 
feel at liberty, in my husband's absence, to 
neglect pressing duties which related to 
the interests of the cause generally, to take 
a pleasure excursion, is astonishing. Yet 
he left his post of duty to gratify his own 
pleasure. This fact in Bro. Gage's experi- 
ence is a sample of the man. Sacred du- 
ties rest lightly upon him. 

It was a gi^at breach of the trust re- 
posed in him to pursue the course he did. 
In what mai'ked contrast to this is the life 
of Christ our pattern. He was the Son of 
Jehovah, and the Author of our salvation. 
He labored and suffered for us. He denied 
himself, and liis whole life was one contin- 
ued scene of toil and privation. He could, 
had he chosen so to do, passed his days in 
a world of his own creating, in ease and 
plenty, and claimed for himself all the 
pleasures and enjoyment the world could 
give him. But he did not consider his 
own convenience. He lived not to appro- 
priate pleasure to himself, but to do good 
and lavish his blessings upon othei-s. 
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Unfaitlt fulness Exposed. 

I was shown that Bro JOage has serious 
deficiencies in his character, which disqual- 
ify him for being closely connected with 
the work of God where important respons- 
ibilities are involved. He has head work, 
but the heart, the affections, have not been 
sanctified to God, therefore he cannot be 
relied upon as qualified for so important a 
work as the publication of the truth in the 
OflSce at Battle Creek. A mistake, or neg- 
lect of duty in this work, affects the cause 
of God at large. Bro. Gage has not seen 
his failings, therefore he does not reform. 

It is by small things that our characters 
are fonned to habits of integiity. You, 
my brother, have been of that disposition 
to undervalue the importance of the little 
incidents of careful, every-day life. This 
is a great mistake. Noticing with which we 
have to do is really small. Every action is 
of some account, either on the side of right, 
or on the side of wi-ong. It is only by ex- 
ercising piinciple in the small traasactions 
of ordinary life that we are tested and our 
characters formed. In the varied circum- 
stances of life we are tested and proved, 
and thereby we acquire a power to stand 
the greater and more important tests that 
we are called to endure, and are qualified 



to fill still more important positions. The 
mind must be trained through daily tests 
to habits of fidelity, to a sense of the claims 
of right and duty above inclination and 
pleasure. Minds thus trained are not wa- 
vering between right and wrong, as the 
trembling reed in the wind, but as soon as 
matters come before them, they discern at 
once that there is a principle involved, and 
they will instinctively choose the right 
without long debating the matter. They 
are loyal because they have trained them- 
selves to habits of feiithfulness and truth. 
By being faithful in that which is least, it 
becomes easy for them, through acquired 
power, to be faithftd in greater matters. 

Bro. Gage s education has not been such 
as to strengthen the high moral qualities 
that would enable him to stand alone in 
the strength of God in defense of truth, 
amid the severest opposition, firm as a rock 
to principle, true to his moral character, 
unmoved by censure, or human praise, or 
rewards, prefen'ing death rather than a 
violated conscience. Such integrity is 
needed in the Office of publication, where 
solemn, sacred truths are going forth, upon 
which the world are to be tested. 

The work of God caUs for men of high 
moral powers to engage in its promulga- 
tion. Men are wanted whose hearts are 
nerved with holy fervor, men of strong pur- 
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pose, that are not easily moved, who 
can lay down every selfish interest and 
give all for cross and crown. The cause of 
present tmth is suffering for men who are 
loyal to a sense of right and duty, whose 
moral integrity is fiim, and their energy 
equal to the opening providence of God. 
Such qualifications as these are of more 
value than if men had untold wealth to 
invest in the work and cause of God. 
Moral integrity, energy, and strong pur- 
pose for the right, are quahties that cannot 
be supplied with any amount of gold. 
Men possessing these qualifications will 
have influence everywhere. Their Uves 
will be more powerful than lofty eloquence. 
God calls for men of heart, men of mind, men 
of moral integrity, whom he can make the 
repositaries of his truth, who will correctly 
represent and exemplify its sacred princi- 
ples in their daily life. 

Bro. Gage has ability in some respects 
that but few have. He could fill an im- 
portant position in the Office with accept- 
ance to God, if his heart was sanctified to 
the work. He needs to be converted, and 
to humble himself as a little child, in seek- 
ing pure, heai-t religion, in order for his in- 
fluence in the Office, or in the cause of God 
anywhere, to be what it ought to be. As 
his influence has been, it has injured all 
connected with the Office, but more espe- 



cially the young. His position as foreman 
gave him influence. He did not conduct 
himself conscientiously in the fear of God. 
He favored pai'ticular ones above others. 
He neglected those who, for their faithftd- 
ncss and ability, deserved special encour- 
agement. He brought distress and per- 
plexity upon those in whom he should have 
had a special interest. Those who link 
their affections and interest to one or two, 
and favor them to the disadvantage of oth- 
ers, should not retain their position in the 
Office for a day. This unsanctified partial- 
ity for specid ones who may please the 
fancy, to the neglect of others who are 
conscientious and God-fearing, and in his 
sight of more value, is offensive to God. 
That which God esteems, we should value. 
The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
God regards of higher value than external 
beauty, outward adornment, riches, or 
worldly honor. 

The true followers of Christ will not 
choose intimate fiiendship with those 
whose characters have serious defects, and 
whose example as a whole it would not be 
safe to follow, while it is their privilege to 
associate with persons who observe a con- 
scientious regard to their duties in their 
business, and the duties of religion. Those 
who lack principle and devotion generally 
have a more positive influence to mold 
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the minds of their intimate fiiends than 
those have whose characters seem well bal- 
anced to control and influence the defective 
in character, and those lacking spirituality 
and devotion. 

Bro. Gage's influence, if unsanctified, en- 
dangers the souls of those who follow his 
example. His ready tact and ingenuity is 
admired, and leads those in connection vnth 
him to give him credit for qualifications 
that he does not possess. At the OflSce he 
was reckless of his time. If this aftected 
only himself it wotdd have been a small 
matter ; but his position as foreman gave 
him influence. His example before those 
in the Office, and especially the appren- 
tices, was not circumspect and conscientious. 
If Bro. Gage had, with his ingenious talent, 
a sense of liigh moral obligation, liis serv- 
ices would be invaluable to the Office. If 
his principles had been such that no mo- 
tive could have moved liim from the 
straight line of duty, no inducement which 
could have been presented to him would 
have purchased his consent to a wi'ong ac- 
tion, liis influence would have molded oth- 
ers; but his desires for pleasure allured 
him from his post of duty. If he had 
stood in the strength of God, unmoved by 
censure or flattery, his soul steady to prin- 
* ciple, faithful to his convictions of tmth 
and justice, he would have been a superior 



man, and would have won a commanding 
influence everywhere. Bro. Gage lacks 
frugality and economy. He lacks tact 
which would enable him to adapt himself 
to the opening providence of God to make 
him a minute man. He loved human 
praise. He was swayed by circumstances, 
subject to temptation, and his integrity 
could not be relied upon. 

Bro. Gage's religious experience was not 
sound He moved from impulse, not from 
principle. His heai-t was not right with 
God, and he did not have the fear of God 
and his glory before liim. He acted very 
much like a man engaged in common bus- 
iness. He had but very little sense of the 
sacredness of the work in which he was 
engaged. He had not practiced self-denial 
and economy, therefore he had no experi- 
ence in this. At times he labored earnestly, 
and manifested a good interest in the work. 
Then again he would be careless of his 
time, and spend precious moments in un- 
important conversation, hindering others 
from doing their duty, and setting an ex- 
ample to others of recklessness and unfaith- 
fiihiess. The work of God is sacred and 
holy, and calls for men of lofty integrity. 
Men are wanted who have a sense of jus- 
tice, even in the smallest matters, that will 
not allow them to make entries of their 
time that are not minute and correct. 
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Men that will have a sense that they are 
handling means that belong to God, and 
who would not unjustly appropriate one 
cent to their own use. Men who will be 
just as faithful and exact, careful and dili- 
gent in their labor, in the absence of their 
employer, as in his presence, proving by 
their faithfulness that they are not eye- 
servants, not merely men-pleasers, but con- 
scientious, faithful, true workmen, doing 
right, not for human praise, but because 
they love and choose the right from a high 
sense of their obligation to God. 

Parents are not thorough in the educa- 
tion of their children. They do not see 
the nccesity of molding the minds of their 
children by discipline that they should. 
They give them a superficial education, 
manifesting greater care for an ornamental 
rather than a solid education wliich would 
develop the faculties, and dii'ect them to 
bring out the energies of the soul, that the 
powers of the mind should expand and 
strengthen by exercise. The faculties of 
the mind need cultivation that they may 
be exercised to the glory of God. Careful 
attention should be given to the culture of 
the intellect, that the varied organs of the 
mind may have equal strength, by being 
brought into exercise, each in their dis- 
tinctive office. If parents allow their chil- 
dren to follow the bent of theii* own minds, 



and follow their inclination and pleasure, 
to the neglect of duty, they will form their 
chai-acter after this pattern, and will not 
be competent for any responsible position 
in life. The desires and inclinations of 
youth should be restrained, theii* weak 
points of character strengthened, their 
over strong tendencies depressed. 

If one faculty is suffered to remain dor- 
mant, or turned out of its proper direction, 
the purpose of God is not earned out. The 
faculties should be all well developed. 
Care should be given to each, for they have 
a mutual bearing upon each other, and 
must all be exercised that the mind be 
properly balanced. If one or two organs 
are cultivated, and in continual use, because 
it is the choice to put the strength of the 
mind in one direction, to the neglect of 
other powei-s of the mind, your children 
will come to maturity with unbalanced 
minds, and they will not have harmonious 
charactei-s. They will be apt and strong 
in one direction, and gi'eatly deficient in 
other directions just as important. They 
will not be competent men and women. 
Their deficiencies will be marked, and mar 
the entire character. 

Bro. Gage has cultivated an almost un- 
governable propensity for sight-seeing and 
trips of pleasure. And time and expense 
we wasted to gratify his desire for pleas- 
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ure excursions. His selfish love of pleas- 
ure leads to the neglect of sacred duties. 
Bro. Gage loves to preach, but he has never 
taken up this work, feehng the woe upon 
him if he preach not the gospeL He fre- 
quently left his work in the Ofiice which 
demanded his care, to comply with calls 
from some of his brethren in other churches. 
If he had felt the solemn sense of the work 
of God for this time, and gone forth, mak- 
ing God his trust, practicing self-denial, 
and lifting the cross of Christ, he would 
have accomplished good. But he fre- 
quently had so little sense of the holiness 
of the work, that he would improve the 
opportunity of visiting other churches, in 
making the occasion a scene of self-gratifi- 
cation, in short, a pleasure trip. Wha.i a 
contrast in the course pursued by the apos- 
tles, who went forth burdened with the 
word of life, and in the demonstration of 
the Spiiit, preaching Christ crucified. They 
pointed out the living way through self- 
denial and the cross. They had fellowship 
with their Saviour in his sufferings, and 
their greatest desire was to know Christ 
Jesus, and him crucified. They considered 
not theii' own convenience, nor counted 
their lives dear unto themselves. They 
lived not to enjoy, but to do good, and save 
souls for whom Christ died. 
Bro. Gage can present arguments upon 



doctrinal points, but the practical lessons 
of sanctification, self-denial, and the cross, 
he has not experienced in himself. He can 
speak to the ear, but the truth is not urged 
home upon the consciences with a deep 
sense of its solemnity and importance in 
view of the Judgment, when every case 
must be decided, because he has not felt 
the sanctifying influence of these truths 
upon his own heart, and practiced them 
his own life. Bro. Gage had not 
trained his mind, and his deportment out 
of meeting was not exemplary. He did 
^ot seem to have the burden of the work 
resting upon him, but was trifling and boy- 
ish. He lowered the standard of religion 
t>y his example. Sacred and common 
thuigs were placed on a level 

Bro. Gage has not been willing to endure 
the cross, and he has not been willing to 
follow Christ from the manger to the judg- 
ment hall and Calvary. He has brought 
upon himself sore affliction in seeking his 
own pleasure. Bro. Gage has yet to learn 
^t his strength is weakness and his wis- 
dom is folly. If he had felt that he was 
engaged in the work of God, and that he 
^as indebted to him who required of him 
^ improve the time and talents he has 
given him to his glory — had he stood 
^thfuUy at his post — he would not have 
^ered that long, tedious sickness. His 
3 
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exposure upon that pleasure trip caused 
him months of suffering. 

Bro. Gage would have died had it not 
teen for the earnest, effectual prayer of 
faith, put up in his behalf, by those who 
felt that he was not prepared to die, for 
God to spare him. Had he died at that 
time, his case would have been far worse 
than that of the unenUghtened sinner. 
But God mercifully heard the prayers of 
his people, and spared Bro. Gage and gave 
him a new lease of his life, that he might 
have opportunity to repent of his unfaith- 
fulness and redeem the time. His exam- 
ple had influenced many in Battle Creek 
in the wrong direction. 

Bro. Gage came up from his sickness ; 
but how little did he or his family feel 
humbled under the hand of God. The 
work of the Spirit of God, and wisdom 
from him, are not manifested that we may 
be happy and satisfied with oui-selves, but 
that our souls may be renewed in knowl- 
edge and true holiness. How much better 
would it have been for Bro. Grage if his af- 
fliction had prompted to faithful searching 
of heart, to discover the imperfections in , 
his character, that he might put them away, 
and with humble spirit come, forth ft'om 
the furnace as gold purified, reflecting the 
image of Christ. 

The sickness that he had brought upon 



himself, the chui-ch helped him bear. His 
watchers were provided, his expenses, in a' 
great measure, borne by the church; yet 
neither he nor his family appreciated this 
generosity and tenderness on the part of 
the church. They felt they deserved all 
that was done for them. As Bro. Gage 
eame up from his sickness, he felt wrong 
toward my husband, because he disap- 
proved his course which was so censurable. 
He united with othei*s to injure my hus- 
band's influence, and since he has left the 
Office, he has not felt right. He would 
poorly stand the test of being proved by 
God. 

Bro. Gage has not yet learned the lesson 
that he will have to leam if he is saved at 
Ifi^t, to deny self, resist his desire for pleas- 
ure. He will have to be brought over the 
ground again, and tried still more closely, 
because he failed to endure the trials of the 
past. He has displeased God in justifying 
^If. He has but little experience of the 
fellowship of the suffeiings of Christ. He 
loves display, and does not economize his 
|neans. The Lord knows. He weighs the 
jnward feeUngs and intentions of the 
heart. He knows man. He tests our fi- 
delity. He requires that we should love 
and serve him with the whole mind, and 
heart, and strength. The lovei^ of pleas- 
^re may put on a form of godliness that 
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even involves some self-denial, and they , 
may sacrifice time and money, and yet self 
not be subdued, and the will not brought 
into subjection to the will of God. 

The influence of the Jones girls was very 
bad in Battle Creek. They had not been 
trained. Their mother had neglected her 
sacred duty, and had not restrained her 
children. She had not brought them up in 
the fear and admonition of the Lord. They 
had been indulged and shielded from bear- 
ing responsibihties until they had no rehsh 
for the plain, homely duties of life. The 
mother had educated the daughters to think 
much of their di'ess. But the inward 
adorning was not exalted before them., 
These young girls were vain and proud 
Their minds were impure. Their conver- 
sation was corrupting, and yet a class in 
B. C. would associate with this stamp of 
minds, and they could not associate with 
them without coming down to their level. 
They were not dealt as severely with as 
their case demanded. They love the soci- 
ety of the young men, and the young men 
are the theme of their meditation, and ol 
their conversation. These girls have cor-^ 
rupted manners; they were headstrong ami 
self-confident. 

The Jones family love display. The 
mother it not a prudent, dignified woman- 
She is not qualified to bring up children. 



The di-ess of her children, to make a show, 
is of greater consequence to her than the 
inward adorning. She has not disciplined 
herself Her will has not been brought 
into conformity to the -svill of God. Her 
heart is not right with God. She is a 
stranger to the operation of his Spirit 
upon the heart, bringing the desires and 
affections in conformity to the obedience 
of Christ. She does not possess ennobling 
qualities of mind, and does not discern sa- 
cred things. She has let her children do 
as they pleased. The fearful experience 
she has had with two of her elder children 
has not made the deep impression on her 
mind that the circumstances demanded. 
She has educated her children to love 
dress, vanity, and folly. She has not dis- 
ciplined her two younger girls. Charles, 
under a proper influence, would be a wor- 
thy young man ; but he has much to learn. 
He follows inclination rather than duty. 
He loves to follow his own will and pleas- 
ure, and has not a correct knowledge of the 
duties devolving upon a Christian. Self- 
gratification, and his own inclination, he 
would gladly interpret to be duty. Self- 
gratification he has not overcome. He has 
a work to do to clear his spiritual vision, 
that he may understand what it is to be 
sanctified to God, and learn the high claims 
of God upon him. The serious defects in 
his education have afiected his life. 
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If Bro. Gage was, with his good quahfi- 
cations, well balanced and faithful as fore- 
man of the Office, his labor would be of 
great value to the Office, and he could earn 
double wages. But for the past years, con- 
sidering his deficiency, with his unconse- 
crated influence, the Office could better af- ' 
ford to do without him, even if his services 
could be had for nothing. Bro. and sister 
Gage have not learned the lesson of econo- 
my. The gratification of the taste and de- 
sire for pleasure and display has had an 
overpowering influence upon them. Smal{ 
wages would be of more advantage to them 
than large, for they would use all, were it 
never so much, as they pass along. They 
would enjoy as they go, and then when 
affliction draws upon them, would be whol- 
ly unprepared. Twenty dollai-s a week 
would be laid out about the same as twelve. 
Had Bro. and sister Gage been economical 
managers, denying themselves, they could 
ere this have had a home of their own, and 
besides this, means to draw upon in case of 
advei-sity. But they will not economize as 
others have done, upon whom they have 
sometimes been dependent. If they neg- 
lect to learn these lessons, their character 
will not be found perfect in the day of God. 

Bro. Gage has been the object of the 
great love and condescension of Christ, ana 
yet he has never felt that he could imitate 



the gi-eat Exampler. He claims, and all his 
life has sought after, a better portion in 
this life than was given our Lord. Bro. 
Gage has never felt the deptjis of ignorance 
and sin from which Christ has proposed to 
lift him, and to link him to his divine na- 
ture. 

It is a fearful thing td minister in sacred 
things when the heart and hands are not 
holy. To be a co-worker with Jesus Christ, 
involves fearful responsibilities. To stand 
as a repi-esentati ve of Christ is no small mat- 
ter. The fearful realities of the Judgment 
will test every man's work. The apostles 
said, " We preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord;" "for God who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ." The sufficiency 
of the apostle was not in himself, but in 
gracious influence of the Spiiit of 
Uirist which filled his soul, and brought 
eveiy thought into subjection to the obedi- 
ence of Christ. The power of truth attend- 
ing the word preached, will be a savor of 
life unto life, or of death unto death. Min- 
isters are required to be living examples of 
the mind and Spirit of Christ, living epis- 
tles, known and read of all men. I trem- 
ole when I consider that there are some 
mmist^ra, even among Seventh-day Ad- 
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ventists, who are not sanctified by the 
truths which they preach. Nothing less 
than the quick and powerful Spirit of God 
working in the, hearts of his messengera to 
give the knowledge of the glory of God, 
can gain for them the victory. 

Bro. Gage's preaching has not been 
marked by the ssChction of God's Spirit. 
He could talk fluently, and could make 
a point plain ; but his preaching lacked 
spirituality. His appeals have not touched 
the heart with a new tenderness. There 
has been an an*ay of words, but the hearts 
of his hearere have not been quickened and 
melted with a sense of a Saviour's love. 
Sinners have not been convicted and drawn 
to Christ by a sense that Jesus of Naza- 
reth passeth by." Sinners should have a 
clear impression given them of the nearness 
and willingness of Christ to give them 
present salvation. A Saviour should be 
presented before the people, while the heart 
of the speaker should be subdued and im- 
bued with his spirit. The very tones of 
the voice, the look, the words, should pos- 
sess an irresistible power to move the 
hearts and control the minds. Jesus should 
be found in the heart of the minister. If 
Jesus is in the words, in the tones of the 
voice that is mellow with his tender love, 
this v/ill prove a blessing of more value 
than all the riches, pleasures, and glories of 



the earth, for such blessings wiU not come 
and ^0 without they accomplish a work. 
Convictions will be deepened, impressions 
will be made, and the question will be 
raised, " What shall I do to be saved ?" 

It is in justice to the cause of God 
that I feel compelled to state that Bro. 
Gage s sickness was not the result of un- 
wearied devotion to the interests of the 
Office. Impi-udent exposure on a trip to 
Chicago, for his own pleasure, was the 
cause of his long, tedious, suffering sick- 
ness. God did not sustain him in leaving 
the work, when so many were absent who 
had filled impoi-tant positions in the Office. 
At the very time when he should not have 
excused himself for an hour, he left his 
post of duty. And God did not sustain 
him. There was no period of rest for us 
however much we might need it. The 
JReiiew, the Reformer, ajid Instructoi\ must 
be edited. Very many letters had been 
laid aside until we should return to exam- 
ine them. Things were in a sad state at 
the Office. Everything needed to be set in 
order. 

My husband commenced his labor, and I 
helped him what I could ; but that was 
but little. He labored unceasingly to 
straighten out perplexing business mat- 
ters, and to improve the condition of our 
periodicals. He could not depend upon 
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help from any of his ministenng brethren. 
His head, heait, and hands, were full. Ho 
was not encouraged by Bm. Andrews and 
Waggoner when they knew he was stand- 
ing under the burdens at Battle Creek 
alone. They did not stay up his hands. 
They wrote in a most discouraging man- 
ner of their poor health, and being in so 
exhausted a condition that they could not 
be depended on to accomplish any labor. 
My husband saw that nothing could be 
hoped for in that direction. And notwith- 
standing his double labor through the sum- 
mer, he could not rest. He reined him- 
self up to do the work others had neglected, 
irrespective of his weakness. 

The Refomier was about dead. Bro. Gage 
had urged the extreme positions of Dr. 
Trail, which had influenced the doctor to 
come out in the Reformer stronger than he 
otherwise would have done, in discarding 
milk, sugar, and salt. The position to leave 
these things entirely may be right in their 
order. But the time had not come to make 
a general stand upon these points. And 
those who do take their position, and ad- 
vocate the entire disuse of milk, butter, 
and sugar, should have their own tables 
free from these things. Bro. Grage, even 
while taking his stand in the Reforr)ur with 
Dr. Trail in regard to the injurious effects 
of salt, milk, and sugar, did not practioi 



the things he taught. Upon his own ta- 
ble these things were daily used. 

Many of our people had lost their inter- 
est in the Reformer, and letters were daily 
received with this discouraging request, 
"Please discontinue my Reformer'' Let- 
ters were received from the West, where 
the country is new and fruit scarce, inquir- 
ing how the friends of health reform live 
at Battle Creek. Did they dispense with 
salt entirely ? If so, we cannot at present 
adopt the health reform. We can get but 
httle fruit, and we have left meat, tea, cof- 
fee, and tobacco ; but wo must have some- 
thing to sustain life. 

We had spent some time in the West, 
and we knew the scarcity of fruit, and we 
sympathized with our brethren who were 
conscientiously, in the fear of God, seeking 
to be in harmony wdth the body of Sab- 
tath-keeping Adventists. They were be- 
coming discouraged, and some were back- 
sUding upon the health reform, fearing that 
at Battle Creek they were radical and fa- 
iiatical. We could not raise an interest 
anywhere in the West to obtain subscribers 
for the Health Refm^mer, We saw that the 
ynters in the Reformer were going away 
irom the people, and leaving them behin^. 
*J we take positions that conscientious 
Christians, who are indeed reformers, can- 
not adopt, how can we expect to benefit 
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that class whom we can reach only from a 
health standpoint? 

We must go no faster than we can take 
those with us whose consciences and intel- 
lects are convinced of the truths we advo- 
cate. We must meet the people where they 
are. Some of us have been many years in 
amving at our present position in health 
reform. Reform in diet is slow to obtain. 
We have powerful appetite to meet; for 
the world is given to gluttony. If we 
should allow the people as much time as 
we have required to come up to the pres- 
ent advanced state in reform, we should be 
very patient with them, and allow them to 
advance step by step, as we have done, 
until their feet are fumly established upon 
the health-reform platform. But we should 
be very cautious to not take one step too 
fast, that we shall be obliged to retrace. 
In refoims, we had better come one step 
short of the mark than to go one step be- 
yond it. And if there is error at all, let it 
be on the side next to the people. 

And, above all, we should not with our 
pens advocate positions that we do not put 
to a practical test in our own families, upon 
our own tables. This is dissimulation, and 
a species of hypocrisy. In Mchigan we 
can do better in leaving salt, sugar, and 
milk, than many who are situated in the 
£ar West, or in the far East, where there is 



a scarcity of fmit. There are but very few 
famihes in. Battle Creek who do not use 
these articles upon their tables. We know 
that a free use of these articles is positively 
injurious to health, and, in many c^ases, we 
think if they were not used at all, a much 
better state of health would be enjoyed. 
At present, our burden is not upon these 
things. The people are so far behind that 
we see it is all they can bear to have us 
draw the line upon their injurious indul- 
gences and stimulating narcotics. We bear 
positive testimony against tobacco, spiritu- 
ous liquors, snuff, tea, coffee, flesh-meats, 
butter, spices, rich cakes, mince pies, a 
large amount of salt, and all exciting sub- 
stances used as articles of food. 

If we come to persons who have not been 
enlightened in regard to health reform, and 
present our strongest positions at first, 
there is danger of their becoming discour- 
aged as they see how much they have to 
give up, so that they wiU make no effort 
to reform. We must lead the people along 
patiently and gradually, remembering the 
hole of the pit whence we wei-e digged. 

My husband and myself have labored 
to improve the Eefm^rfier, and make it 
interesting and profitable, that it should be 
desired, not only by our people, but by all 
classes. This was a severe tax ^ upon my 
husband. He also made very important 
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improvements in the Revleiv and luBirucU 
or. He accomplished the work which 
should have been shared by three men. 
And while all this labor fell upon him, in 
the publishing department, the business de- 
partment at the Health Institute and at the 
Publisliing Association required the labor 
of two men to reheve them of financial em- 
baiTassmenis. 

Unfaithful men who had been entrusted 
with the work at the Office and the Insti- 
tute, had, through selfishness and lack of 
consecration, placed matters in the wonst 
condition possible. There was unsettled 
business that had to be settled. My hus- 
band stepped into the gap, and worked 
with all his energies. He was wearing. 
We could see that he was in danger ; but 
how he could stop, we could not tell, unless 
the work in the Office should cease. Al- 
most every day some new perplexity would 
arise, some new matter of difficulty, caused 
by the unfaithfulness of the men who had 
taken charge of the work. His brain was 
taxed to the utmost, until the worst per- 
plexities ai-e now overcome, and the work 
is moving on prosperously. 

At the General Conference, my husband 
plead to be released from the burdens upon 
him ; but notwitlistanding his pleading, the 
burden of editing of Review and Beformer 
w^as placed upon him, with encouragement 



that men, who would take responsibilities 
and burdens, would be encouraged to settle 
at Battle Creek. But as yet no help has 
come to my husband to lift from him the 
burdens of the financial work at the Office 
of pubhcation. 

My husband is fast wearing. We at- 
tended the four camp-meetings west. Our 
brethren are urging our attending the camp- 
meetmgs east. But we dare not take ad- 
ditional burdens upon us. We came from 
the labor of camp-meetings west, in July, 
1871, to find a large amount of business that 
had been left to accumulate in my husband's 
absence. We have seen no opportunity for 
vest yet. My husband must be released 
from the burdens upon him. There are too 
inany that use his brain in the place of us- 
ii^ their own. In view of the light which 
God has been pleased to give us, we plead 
for you, my brethren, to release my hus- 
hand. I am not willing to venture the con- 
sequences of his going forward and laboring 
as he has done. He served you faithfully 
and unselfishly for yeai-s, and finally fell 
under the pressure of the burdens placed 
upon him. Then his brethren, in whom he 
had confided, left him. They let him drop 
into my hands, and forsook him. I was 
his nurse, his attendant, and physician, for 
iiearly two years. I do not wish to pass 
through the experience a second time. 
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Brethren, will you lift the burdens from us, 
and allow us to preserve our strength as 
God would have us, that the cause at large 
may be benefited with the efforts we may 
make in his strength ? Or will you leave 
us to become debilitated so that we will 
become useless to the cause ? 



Epistle I^nmber One. 

Bro. Dec. 10, 1871, 1 was sliown 

that you and your sisters were in a very 
dangerous condition, and that which makes 
your state the more dangerous, is, that 
you do not realize your tme state. I 
saw you enveloped in darkness. Tliis 
darkness has not settled upon you sud- 
denly. You commenced to enter the mist 
of darkness gradually, and almost imper- 
ceptibly, until the darkness is as light to 
you, yet the cloud is becoming more dense 
every day, I saw, now and then, a gleam- 
ing of light separating the darkness from 
you ; then again it would close about you, 
firmer and more dense than before. 

Your singing schools have ever been a 
snare to you. Neither you, nor your sis- 
ters, have a depth of experience that will 
enable you to associate with the influences 
you are brought in contact with in your 
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singing schools without being affected. It 
would take stronger minds, with greater 
decision of character than you three pos- 
sess, to be brought into the society you are, 
and not be affected. Listen to the words 
of Christ : Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and 
It giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and 
gorify your Father which is in Heaven." 
Have your example and influence been of 
that positive character that has impressed 
and convicted your associates? I think 
^ot. You have been injured. Darkness 
has settled upon you, and dimmed your 
lignt; and your light has not burned with 
that luster to dispel the darkness about 
othei^. You have been separating farther 
and farther from God, You, my brother, 
have but a faint sense of what you have 
heen doing. 

You have been standing directly in the 
^aj of your sisters' advancement in the 
^vme life. Your sisters, more especially 
have been entangled with the be- 
}^tchmg. Satanic wiles of spiritualism, and 
^she rids herself of this unholy slime of 
oatan, which has perverted her sense of 
^^mal things, she will have to make a 
4 
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mighty effort. It will be but a hair's 
breadth escape. You have been blinded, 
deceived, and enchanted, yourself. You do 
not see yourself. You are all three of you 
very weak, when you might be strong in 
the precious, saving truth, strengthened, 
stablished, and settled upon the rock Christ 
Jesus. I feel deeply. I tremble for you. 
I see temptations on every hand, and you 
with so little power and strength to resist 
them. 

Bro. , I was shown you infatuated 

and deceived as to your motives and real 
puq^oses of your heart. I saw you in the 

society, of Bro. 's daughter. She 

has never yielded her heart to Christ. I ^ 
was shown her affected and convicted. 
But your course was not of that chamcter 
to deepen conviction, or to give her the im- 
pression that there was special importance 
attached to these matters. You profess to 
hold sacred the salvation of the soul, and 
the present truth. She does not respect 
the Sabbath from piinciple. She loves the 
vanity of the world. She enjoys the pride 
and amusements of life. But you have 
been departing so gradually from God and > 
from the light, that you do not see the 
separation which the truth necessarily 
brings between those who love God ana 
the lovei-s of pleasure more than lovers ot 
God. I {^w you were attracted to her ^e- 



ciety. Religious meetings and sacred du- 
ties are of minor importance, while the 
presence of a mere child, without any 
knowledge of the truth or of heavenly 
things, fascinates you. You have over- 
looked self-denial and the cross, which lie 
directly in the pathway of every disciple 
of Christ. 

I was shown that if you had been walk- 
ing in the light, you would have taken 
your position decidedly for the truth. And 
your example would have shown that you 
considered the tnith you profess of that 
importance that your affections and heart 
could go only where the image of Christ 
was discernible. Christ now says to you, 

, Which wiW you have, me, or the 

world ? Here is your decision to be made. 
Will you follow the promptings of the un- 
sanctified heart ? turn away from self-de- 
nial for Christ's sake ? step over the cross 
without lifting it ? or will you lift that 
<^ross, hea\y though it may be, and make 
some sacritice for the truth's sake ? May 
God help you to see where you are, that 
you may place a tme estimate upon eter- 
^ things. You now have so little spirit- 
ual eyesiglit that the holy and sacred are 
placed upon a level with the common, 
^ou have responsibihties. Your iiifiuence 
fi-ffects to a gi-eat extent your sistei-s. Your 
ouly safety is separation from the world. 
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I was shown you, , taking the young 

with you to scenes of amusement at the 
time of a religious interest, and also engag- 
ing in singing schools with worldlings who 
are all darkness, and who have evil angels 
all around them. How would your feeble, 
dim lif/ht appear amid this darkness and 
temptation ? Angels of God do not attend 
you upon these occasions. You are left to go 
in your own strength. Satan is well pleas- 
ed with your position, for he can make you 
more efficient in his service than if you did 
not profess to be a Christian, keeping all the 
commandments of God. The True Witness 
addresses the, Laodicean church, " I know 
thy works, that thou ai-t neither cold nor 
hot : I would that thou wert cold or hot. 
So tlien, because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I \vill spue thee out of 
my mouth : Because thou sayest, I am 
rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing ; and knowestnot that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked : I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that thou may- 
est be rich ; and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of ? 
thy nakedness do not appear ; and anoint 
thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou may- 
est see. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten : be zealous, therefore, and repent." 
You are blinded and infatuated. You 
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have felt strong when you were weakness 
itself. You can be strong in the Mighty 
One. You can be an instrument of right- 
eousness, if you are wilUng to suffer for 
Christ's sake. You and your sisters may 
redeem the time if you will. But it will 
cost an effort. Your younger sister is link- 
ed to one who is not worthy of her affec- 
tions. There are serious defects in his 
character. He has not reverence for sacred 
and holy things. His heart has not been 
changed by the Spiiit of God. He is self- 
ish, boastful, lovmg pleasure more than du- 
ty. He has no expereince in self-denial 
and humiliation. In choosing friendship, 
there should be great caution that an inti- 
macy is not contracted with one whose ex- 
ample it would not be safe to imitate, for 
the effect of such an intimacy is to lead 
away from God, from devotion, and the love 
of the truth. It is positively dangerous for 
you to be intimate with friends who have ^ 
not a religious experience. If either of 
you, or all three of you, follow the leadings 
of God's Spirit, or value your soul's salva- 
tion, you will not choose as your particular 
and intimate friends those who do not 
maintain a serious regard for religious 
things, and who do not live under its prac- 
tical influence. Eternal considerations 
should come first with you. Nothing can 
have a more subtle and positively danger- 
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ous influence upon the mind, and sei^ve to 
banish serious impressions, and convictions 
of the Spirit of God, than to associate with 
those who are vain and careless, and whose 
conversation is upon the world and vanity. 
The more engaging these persons may be 
in otherrespects, the more dangerous is their 
influence as companions, because they 
would throw around an irreligious life so 
many pleasing attractions. 
^ God has claims upon all three of you, 
which you cannot lightly throw aside. 
Jesus has bought you with the price of his 
own blood. " Ye are not your owii, for ye 
are bought with a price ; therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's. " Have you no sacrilice to make 
for God ? Great responsibilities stand in 
the passages of your every-day life. Your 
record is daily passing up to God. Great 
dangers lie hidden in your pathway. If I 
could, I would take you in my arms and 
bear you safely over them ; but this I am 
not permitted to do. Your are in the most 
critical period of your life-history. If you 
arouse and direct the energies of the soul 
after things of eternal interest, and if you 
make everything subordinate to this, you 
wiU make a success of perfecting Christian 
characters. You may all engage in the 
spiritual warfare against besetting sins, and 
you may, through Christ, come off victors. 



But this is no child's play. It is a stem 
warfai*e, involving self-denial and cross- 
beaiing. Your dangers are that you will 
not fully realize your back.slidings and 
your perilous condition. Unless you view 
life as it is, cast aside your briUiant fancies 
of imagination, and come down to the sober 
lessons of experience, you wiU awake when 
it is too late. You will then realize the 
terrible mistake you have made. 

Your education has not been of that kind 
to form solid, substantial characters, there- 
fore you have this education to obtain now, 
which you should have had years ago. 
Your mother was too fond of you. A 
mother caimot love her childien too ^;dl, 
buTslie may love unwisely, and allow her 
afiection to blind her to tlieir best interest- 
You have had an indulgent, tender mother. 
She has shielded her children too much. 
She has taken the burdens of life which 
have nearly crushed out her life, while lier 
children should have taken them. They 
could have borne them better than she. 

The deficiencies in your characters of 
firmness and self-denial is a serious draw- 
Wk in obtaining a genuine religious expe- 
rience that will not be sliding sand. Firm- 
ness, and integrity of purpose, should be 
cultivated. These qualifications are posi- 
tively necessary for a successful Christian 
life. If you have integrity of soul, you will 
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not be swerved from the right. No mo- 
tive will be sufficient to move you from the 
straight line of duty; you will be loyal and 
true to God. The pleadings of affection 
and love, the yearnings of friendship, will 
not move you to turn aside from truth and 
duty, you will not sacrifice duty to inclina- 
tion. 

If you are allured to unite your life-in- 
terest with an young, inexperienced girl, 
who is really deficient in an education in 
the common, practical, daily duties of life, 
you make a mistake ; but this is small in 
comparison with her ignorance in regard 
to her duty to God. She has not been des- 
titute of light. She has had religious 
privileges, and yet her heart has not felt 
her wretched sinfulness without Christ. 
If you, in your infatuation, can turn from 
the prayer-meeting, repeatedly, where God 
meets with his people, in order to enjoy the 
society of one who has no love for God, 
and sees no attractions in the religious life, 
how do you expect God can prosper such a 
union ? Be not in haste. Early marriages 
should not be encouraged. If a young 
woman, or a young man, have not respect 
to the claims of God, and heed not the 
claims which bind them to religion, there 
will be danger that they will not properly 
regard the claims of the husband, or the 
wSe. The habit of frequently being in the 



society of the one of your choice, and that, 
too, at the sacrifice of religious privileges 
and of your hours of prayer, is dangerous ; 
and you sustain a loss you cannot afford. 
The habit of sitting up late at night is cus- 
tomary, but it is not pleasing to God, even 
if you were both Christians. These un- 
timely hours injure health, unfit the mind 
for the next day s duties, and have an ap- 
pearance of evil. My brother, I hope you 
will have self-respect enough to shun tliis 
form of courtship. K you have an eye sin- 
gle to the glory of God, you will move with 
delibei-ate caution. You will not suffer 
love-sick sentimentalism to so blind your 
vision that you cannot discern the high 
claims your God has upon you as a Chris- 
tian. 

I address myself to you three, dear 
youth. Let it be your aim to glorify God, 
and attain his moral likeness. Invite 
the Spirit of God to mold your character. 
Now is your golden opportunity to wash 
your robes of character, and make them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. I regard 
this as the turning-point in your destiny. 
Which will you choose, says Christ, me, or 
the world ? God calk for an unconditional 
surrender of the heart and affections to 
him. If you love friends, brothers or sis- 
^rs, father or mother, houses or lands, 
Baore than me, says Christ, ye are not wor- 
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thy of me. Religion layvS the soul under 
the greatest obligation to her ckims, to 
walk by her principles. As the mysterious 
magnet points to the north, so clo the 
claims of religion point to the glory of 
God. You are bound, by your baptismal 
vows, to honor your Creator, and to reso- 
lutely deny self and crucify your affections 
and lusts, and have even your thoughts 
brought into obedience to the will of 
Christ. 

Shun running into temptation. But 
when temptlttions surround you, and you 
cannot control the circumstances which ex- 
pose you to them, then you may claim the 
promise of God, and with confidence and 
conscious power exclaim, "I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me." There is strength for you all in God. 
But you \^all never feel your need of tliat 
strength which alone is able to save you, 
unless you feel your sinfulness and weak- 
ness. Jesus, your precious Saviour, now 
calk you to take your position firmly upon 
the platform of eternal ti*uth. If you suf- 
fer with him, he will crown you with glory 
in his everlasting kingdom. K you are 
wilHng to sacrifice all for Christ, then he 
will be your Saviour. But if you choose 
your own way, you will follow on in dark- 
ness until it is too late to secure the eter- 
nal reward. 
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What have you been willing to suffer 
for the truth's sake ? Yon have a short, 
Vety short, period in which to cultivate 
the noble traits of your character. You 
have all been, to some extent, dissatisfied 
and unhappy. You have had many com- 
plaints to make. You have talked, espe- 
cially and , your unbelief, 

and censured others. You have had heaiis 
filled with pride, and even bitterness, at 
times. Your closets have been neglected, 
and you have not loved the exercises of re- 
ligious duties. If you had been pei*sever- 
ing in your eftorts to grow up into Christ 
your living head, you would now be strong, 
SKrd competent to bless others with your 
nifluence. 

If you had cultivated a steady, uniform^ 
unwavering energy, you would now be 
strong to resist temptation. But ^ these 
precious qualities can only be gained 
through a surrender of the soul to the 
claims of religion. 

Then your motives will be high, the in- 
tellect and affection will be balanced by 
high principles. God will work with us 
if we will only engage in healthy action. We 
inust feel the necessity of uniting our hu- 
man efforts and zealous action with divine 
power. We can stand forth in God, strong 

to conquer. , you have greatly failed 

in enei-gy of pui*]->ose to do, and to endure. 
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What a great mistake is made in the ed- 
.ucation of children and youth, in indulg- 
^ ing, and favoring, and petting them. They 
( become selfish and inefficient. There is a 
lack of energy exercised in the httle things 
of life. The character has not been trained 
to acquire strength in the performance of 
the every-day duties, lowly though they 
may be. There is a neglect of doing will- 
ingly and cheerfully what lies directly be- 
fore you to do, which some^onfi-^must _.do. 
There is a great desire with us to find a 
more exalted, larger work. 

No one is quahfied for the important 
( and great work, unless he has been faith- 
Vful in the performance of the little duties. 
It is by degrees the character is formed 
and the soul trained to put effort and en- 
• ^^EY proportionate for the task which is to 
be accomplished. If we are creatures of 
circumstance, we shall surely fail of perfect- 
ing Christian character. 

You must master circumstances ; not al- 
low circumstances to master you. You 
can find energy at the cross of Christ. 
You can now grow by degrees, and con- 
quer difficulties, and overcome force of 
habit. You need to be stimulated by the 
life-giving force of Jesus. You should be 
attracted to Christ, and clothed with his 

divine beauty and excellence. Bro. s 

daughter has an education to gain, as she 
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is no more competent for the duties and 
difficulties of life as a wife, than a school 
girl of ten years old. 

I know whereof I speak. I testify the 
things I know. If was not infatu- 
ated, and his judgment perverted, he 
would pursue a very difterent course than 
he has in many respects. 

How much wisdom, caution, and dis- 
crimination, are needed by youth of defi- 
cient experience. You all need to be 

clothed with humility. , have you 

sought to link your interest with one who 
possessed the inward adorning, the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit ? or has 
your fancy been impressed and pleased? 

Religion should dictate and guide you 
in all your pursuits, and should hold abso- 
lute control over your aflfections. If you 
yield yourselves unreservedly into the 
hands of Christ, making his power your 
strength, then will your moral sense be 
clear to discern the quality of character 
that you may not be deceived by appear- 
ances and make gi'eat mistakes in your 
friendship. You want your moral power 
keen and sensitive, that it may bear severe 
tests and not be marred. You want your 
integrity of soul so firm that vanity, dis- 
play, or flattery, will not move you. 

Oh ! it is a great thing to be right with 
God, the soul in harmony with its Maker, 
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that amid the contagion of evil example, 
which in its deceitful appearance would 
hire the soul from duty. Angels may be 
sent to your rescue ; but bear in mind, if 
you invite temptation, you will not have 
divine aid to keep you from being overcome. 
The three wortliies endured the fiery fur- 
nace, for Jesus walked with them in the 
fiery flame. If they had, of themselves, 
walked in the fire, they would have been 
consumed. Thus will it be with you. If 
you do not walk deliberately into tempta- 
tion, God will sustain you when the temp- 
tation comes. 



The Cause in IVew Tork. 

While in Vermont, Dec. 10, 1871, 1 was 
shown some things, in regard to New York. 
The cause m the State seemed to be in a 
deplorable condition. There were but few 
laborers, and these were not as efficient as 
their profession of faith in the sacred 
truths for this time demanded of them. 
There are those in the State, who minister 
in word and doctrine, who are not thorough 
workmen. Although they have believed 
tlie theory of the truth, and have been 
preaching for years, never will they be 
competent laborers until they work upon 



adifierent plan. They have spent much 
time among the churches when they are 
not qualified to benefit them. They them- 
selves are not consecrated to God. They 
need the spirit of endurance to sufier 
for Chiist's sake, to " drink of the cup and 
be baptized with the baptism," before they 
are prepared to help others. Unselfish, 
devoted workmen are needed, to bring 
things up in New York to the Bible stand- 
ard. These men have not been in the line 
of their duty in traveling among the 
chm-ches. If God has called them to his 
work, it is to save sinners. They should 
prove themselves by going out into new 
fields, that they may know for themselves 
whether God has committed to them the 
work of saving souls. 

Had Bm. Taylor, Saunders, Cottrell, 
Whitney, and Bro. and sister Lindsay, la- 
bored in new fields, they would now be far 
in advance of what they are. Meeting op- 
position of opponents would drive them to 
their Bibles for arguments to sustain their 
position, which would increase their knowl- 
edge in the Scriptures, and would give 
them a conscious power of their ability in 
God to meet opposition in any form. Those 
who are content to go over and over the 
same ground among the churches, will be 
deficient in the experience they should 
bave. They will be weak— not strong to 
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will, and do, and suffer, for the truth's sak 
They will be inefficient workmen. 

Those who have the cause of God at 
heart, and feel love for precious souls for 
whom Christ died, will not seek their ease 
or pleasure. They will do as Christ has 
done. They will go forth to " seek and to 
save that which was lost." He said, "I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance." 

If ministers in New York wish to help 
the church, they can do so in no better 
way than to go out in new fields and labor 
to bring souls into the truth. When the 
church see that their ministers are all aglow 
with the spirit of the work, feeling deep- 
ly the force of the truth, and seeking 
to bring others to the knowledge of the 
truth, it will put new life and vigor in 
them. Their heaiis will be stirred to do 
what they can to aid in the work. There 
is not a class of people in the world that 
are more willing to sacrifice of their means 
to advance the cause than Seventh-day 
Adventists. 

If the ministers do not discourage them 
to death by their indolence, and inefficiency, 
and lack of spirituality, they will generally 
respond to any appeal that may be made 
tl>at will commend itself to their judgment 
and consciences. But they want to see 
fruit. And it is right that the brethrci) 
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in New York should demand fruits of theii- 
ministers. WTiat have they done ? Whsit 
are they doing ? Ministers in New York 
should have been fax in advance of what 
they are. But they have not engaged 
in that kind of labor which called forth 
earnest effort, and strong opposition wliich 
would drive them to theii- Bibles, and to ^ 
prayer, that they could answer opponents, 
^d, in the exercise of their talents, doubled 
them. There are ministers in New York 
who have been preaching for years who 
cannot be depended upon t-o give a com-se 
of lectures. They are dwarfed They have 
«ot exercised theii' minds in the study 
of the word, and in meeting opposition, so 
™t they might be strong men in God. 
Had they gone forth "without the camp," 
like faithful soldiers of the cross of Chiist, 
sad depended uix)n God and their own en- 
ergies, rather than leaning so heavily upon 
their brethren, they would have obtained 
^ experience, that now they would be 
qualified to engage in the work anywhere 
^lieir help is most needed. 

If the ministers generally in New York 
had left the churches to labor for them- 
pves, and they not stood in their way, 
^th churches and ministers would be now 
^•ther advanced in spiiituality, and in the 
J^nowledge of the truth. 

Many of our brethren and sisters in 
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New York have been ba^-ksliding up<m 
health reform. There is but a small mim- 
ber of gemiine health reformei^ in the State. 
Light and spiritual understanding have 
been given to the brethren in New York. 
Tlie truth that has reached the understand- 
incy, the light that has shone on the soaU 
that has not been appreciated and cher- 
ished, will witness against them in the 
day of God. Tnith has been given to save 
those who would believe and obey. Their 
condemnation is not because they did iT^t 
have the light, but because they had the 
light and did not walk in it. 

''God has furnished man wdth plentiful 
means for the gratification of natural appe- \ 
tite. He has spread before him a bounti- ' 
ful variety in the products of the earth 
that are palatable to the taste, and nutri- 
tious to the syvstem. Of these, saith our 
benevolent Heavenly Father, "ye mav 
freely eat." We may enjoy the fruits, the 
vegetables, and gi'ains, without doing vio- 
lence to the laws of our being. Graim 
fruits, and vegetables, prepared in the 
most simple and natural manner, will nour- 
ish the body, and preserve its natural vig"' 
without the use of flesh-meats. 

God has created man a Uttle lower than 
the angels, and has bestowed upon him at- 
tributes that will, if properly used, mak*^ 
him a blessing to the world, and reth ' ' 
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back the glory to the Giver. But man, 
made in the image of God, has, through in- 
temperance, violated principle and God's 
law in his physical nature. Intemperance 
of any kind will benumb the perceptive 
organs, and so weaken the brain-nerve 
power, that eternal things will not be ap- 
preciated, but placed upon a level with 
common. The Mgher powers of the mind, 
designed for elevated purposes, are brouglit 
mto slavery to tlie baser passions. If our , 
physical habits arc not right, the mental ' 
and moral powen? cannot be strong; for 
great sympathy exists between the physical 
and moral. The apostle understood" this, 
and raises his voice of waniing to his breth- 
ren: "Dearly beloved, I beseech you, as 
strangei-s and pilgiims, ab&tain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul." 

There is but little moral power in the 
professed Christian world. Wrong habits 
have been indulged, and physical and 
moral laws have been disregarded, until 
the genei-al standard of virtue and piety is 
exceedingly low. Habits which lower the 
standard of physical health, enfeeble the 
inental and moral strength. The indulgence 
of unnatural appetite and passions has a 
controlling influence upon the organs of the 
brain. The animal organs are strength- 
ened, while the moral are depressed. It is 
Impossible for an intemperate man to be a 
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Christian, for hh higher powrs are brought 
into slavery to the passions. 

ThoseX have had the light upon the 
Rubiects of eating and dressing witli sim- 
pSf in obedience to phy.sical and moral 
C and turn from the light which points 
oul' their duty, wiU shun duty in otlier . 
Sir If they blunt their consciences o 
S the cross which they will have to 
Se up to be in harmony ^ith natural law 
, they ^vill, in order to shun reproach, violate 
+ho ten commandments. . 

TWe is a decided unwillingness witb 
some to endure the cross and despise tlie 
sEo Some will be laughed out of thcu 
priWes. Conformity to the world is 
E?. ground among God's people, who 
prS£ be a. pilgrims -d strai^e^^ 
waiting and watching for the Lord s ap 
pearinS. There are many among professed 
Sbath-keepei^ in New York who ar 
more firmly wedded to worldly fa^lnon 
Td lusts than they are to healthy bod.e. 
sound minds, or sanctified hearts 

God is testing and provmg individuals 
in New York He has permitted some U 
have a —re of prosperity, to devj^^ 
what is in their hearts. Pride and lo^e d 
the world have sepai;ated them from God 
The principles of truth are sacrificed, yi tu 
aUy, while they profess to love the tri tj 
Cliistiaiis should wake up and act. liui^ 
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influence is telling upon, and molding, the 
opinions and habits of others. The weighty 
responsibihty they will have to bear of de- 
ciding by their influence the destiny of 
souls. 

The Lord, by close and pointed truths 
for these last days, is cleaving a people 
from out the world, and purifying them 
unto himself. Pride and unhealthful fash- 
ions, the love of display, the love of appro- 
bation, all must be left with the world, if 
we would be renewed in knowledge after 
the image of Him who created us. " For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared unto all men, teaching us, 
that denying ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world, looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
puiily unto himself a pecuhar people, zeal- 
ous of good works." 

The church in Roosevelt need sifting. 
A. thorough conversion is necessary before 
<iliey can be in working order. Selfishness, 
pride, envy, malice, evil surmising, back- 
biting, gossiping, and tattling, have been 
cherished among them, until the Spiiit of 
W has but little to do ^ith them. The 
prayers of some who profess to know God 
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are in their ])rebont state, an abomination 
in the si^^ht of the Lord. They do not sus- 
tain their faith by their works, and it were 
better if some had never professed tiie 
truth, than to have dishonored their pro- 
fession as tliey have. While they profess 
to be servants of Jesus Chnst, they are 
servants of the enemy of righteousness, 
and then- works testify of them that thoy 
are not acquainted with God, and that tlKir 
hearts are not in obedience to the will ot 
Cln-ist. They make child's play of relig- 
ion. Tliey act like pettish children. 

The children of God, the world over, ai o 
one great brotherhood. Our Savioui^ has 
cleai-iy dciined the spirit and principle-s 
which should govern the actions of those 
who, by their consistent, holy Uvcs, dis- 
tinguish themselves from the world. Lo^ e 
for one another, and supreme love to 
their Heavenly Fatlier, should be exemi 'h- 
fied in theii* conversation and works. Tho 
present condition of many of the children - -t 
God is like a fomily of ungrateful, cpan cl- 
some children. 

There is danger of even ministers in 
New York being of that cla,ss Vho are e\ ''t 
learning and never able to come to t " 
knowledge of the truth. They do^ ^ ' 
practice what they learn. They are h. 
ers, but not doeiu These ministers i 
to experience the truth that will enaU^ 
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them to comprehond tlie elevated cliarac- 
ter of the work. 

We are h\ing in a most solemn, impor- 
tant time of this earth's history. Impor- 
tant and fearful events are before us. We 
are amid the perils of the last days. How 
necessary that all those that do fear God 
and love his law, should humble them- 
selves before him, and be afflicted, and 
mourn, and confess their sins that have 
separated God from his people. And that 
which should excite the greatest alann is 
that we do not feel our condition, and un^ 
derstLind our low estate, and are satisfied 
to remain as we are. We should ilee to the 
word of God and to pmyer. We should 
make this matter our first business. We 
should individually seek the Lord earnestly 
that we may find Imn. The church is re- 
sponsible for the talents committed to their 
trust, and it is impossible for Christians to 
meet their rcsponsibiUties unless tliey stand 
on that elevated and exalted position that 
is m accordance with the sacred truths 
which they profess. The Hght that shines 
upon our pathway holds us responsible to 
let that light shine forth to others in such 
a maimer that they will glorify God. 

The advancement of the church in 01- 
cott, in spiritual things, is not in propor- 
ion to the hght which has shone upon 
iheir pathway. God has committed to each 



talents to be improved, by being put out to 
the exchangers, that when the Master shall 
come, he may receive his own with usury. 
The church at Olcott are largely composed 
of valuable material ; but there is a failure 
in reaching the high standard which it is 
their privilege to attain. 

The worlong material in the church is 
mostly branches of three famihes, connected 
by maiiiage. There is talent, and good ma- 
terial to make workmen, in the church at 
Olcott, more than can be employed to good 
advantage in that locality. The entire 
church is not giwing in spirituality. Thi- y 
are not favorably situated to call into exer- 
cise the talents God has given them, and de- 
velop strength. There is not room for all 
to work. One gets in the way of the other. 
There is a lack of spiiitual strength. If 
the church in Olcott was less a family 
chm'ch, each would feel individual respon- 
sibility. 

If the talent and influence of several of 
its members should be exercised in other 
churches, where they would be drawn out 
to help where help is really needed, they 
would be obtaining an experience of the 
highest value in spiritual things, and 
would be a blessing to othei-s by bearing 
respohsiliilities and burdens in the work of 
God. They would, while engaged in help- 
ing others, be following the example of 
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Christ. He came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister to others. He i)leased not 
hunself He made himself of no reputation. 
He took upon himself the form of a servant, 
and spent his hfe in doing good. He could 
have spent his days on earth in ease and 
plenty, and appropriated to himself the en- 
joyments of this hfe. He hved not to enjoy, 
but to do good, and save others from sutfer- 
ing. The example of Christ is for us to 
follow. 

The brethren Lindsay and Gaskill are 
men who can, if consecrated to God, bear a 
gi'eater weight of responsibilities than they 
have done. They have thought they would 
be prompt to respond to any call that should 
be made for means, and that this was the 
principal burden they had to beai' in the 
cause of God. But God i-equii-es more of 
them than this. If they had trained their 
oainds to a more critical study of the word 
of God, that they might have become labor- 
ers in his cause, and work for the salvation 
of sinners, as earnestly as they have to ob- 
tain the things of this life, they would have 
developed strength and wisdom to engage 
^ the work of God where laborers are 
greatly needed. 

These brethren, by remaining in a family 
community, ai-c being dwaifed in men- 
tal and spiiitual strength. It is not the 
»^t policy for children of one, two, or 
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three families, who are connected by mar- 
i-iage, to settle within a few miles of each 
other. The influence is not good on the 
parties. The business of one is the busi- 
ness of all. The perplexities and trouble;:; 
which every family must experience, more 
or less, and wdiich, as fer as possible, should 
be confined to limits of the family circle, 
' are extended to family connections, and 
Jbave a bearing upon the religious meetings. 
/There are matters which should not bo 
I known to a third person, however friendly 
\ and closely connected they may be. Indi- 
viduals and families should bear them. , 
But the close relationship of several fami- ' 
lies, brought into constant intercourse, has i 
a tendency to break down the dignity / 
which should be maintained with every 
family. The delicate duty of reproof and [ 
admonition given, will be in danger of in- r 
juring feelings unle&s d(jne with the gi*eatest P 
tenderness and care. The b^st3.(D^ls of \ f 
characters will be liable to errorTana mi 
takes, and gi'eat care should be exercis; 
that too mucli is not made of little thin- 
Such family and church relationship ; 
exist in Olcott is very pleasant to the nat- ^ 
j ural feelings ; but Is not the best, all things , 
V considered, for the development of a syinmct- 
Trical Cluistian chamcter. The close rela- 
tionship, and familiar associations with each 
other, while united together in churcli ca- 



pacity, render the weight and strength of 
influence feeble. There is not that dig- 
nity preserved, and that high regard, and 
confidence, and love, that make a prosper- 
peroiis church. All parties would be much \ 
happier to be separated, and visit occasion- / 
ally. Their influence then upon each other / 
would be tenfold greater. 

These families, united as they are by 
marriage, mingling in each other's society, 
are awake to the faults and errors of each 
other, and feel in duty bound to coiTect 
them; and because these relatives are really; 
dear to each other, they are grieved over 
little things that they would not notice in/ 
those not as closely connected. Keen sufi 
ferings of mind are endured, because feel- ( 
mgs will arise w^ith some, that they have , 
not been treated impartially, and with all ' 
that consideration they deseiTed. Petty 
jealousies sometimes arise, and molehills 
become mountains. These little misunder- >^ 
■andhigs, and petty variances, cause se- 1 
•rer suflering of mind than trials thatV 
•nie from other sources. 
These things make these tndy consci- 

fentious, noble-minded men and women 
feeble to endure, and they are not develop- 

vjng the character they might were they 
diflerently situated, they are dwarfed in 
mental and spiritual growth, which threat- 
ens to destroy their usefulness. Their la- 
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bors and interests are confined mostly to 
each other. Their influence is naiTOwed 
down, when it shonld be widening, and 
more general, that they may, by being 
placed in a variety of ckcumstances, bring 
into exercise the powers which God has 
given them, in such a manner as shall con- V 
tribute most to his glory. All the facul- 
ties of the mind are capable of high im- 
provement. The energies of the soul need 
to be aroused, and brought out to operate 
for the glory of God. 

God calls for missionaries. There are tal - 
ent and ability in the church at Olcott that 
will grow in capacity and power as they 
are exercised in the work and cause ut ^ 
God, If these brethren will educate their 
minds in making the cause of God their 
first interest, and will saciilice their pleas- 
ure and inclination for the truth's sake, 
tlie blessing of God will rest upon thein. 
These brethren, who love the truth, au'l 
have been for years rejoicing because ot 
increasing light shining upon the Script- 
ures, should let their light shme forth to 
"^those who are in darkness. God will i'e 
to them wisdom and power, and will glo- ^ 
rify himself in working with and by those 
who wholly follow him. ^'If any mrn 
will serve me, him will my Father honor. 
' The wisdom and power of God ^\dll 1'^' 
given to the wilhng and faithful. 
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The brethren in Olcott have been will- 
ing to give of their means for tlie various 
enterprises; but they have withheld them- 
selves. They have not said, Here am I 
Lord, send me. It is not the sti'ength of 
liuman instruments ; but the power and 
wisdom of Him who employs them, and 
works with them, that makes them success- 
mi m doing the work that is necessary to 
be done. The offering of our goods to the 
msessor of Heaven and earth, while we 
withhold oui-selves, cannot meet his appro- 
bation, or secure his blessing. There must 
be m the hearts of the brethi-en and sisters 
m Olcott a principle to yield aU, even 
themselves, upon the altar of God. 

Alen are needed who can and will take 
bm-dens and bear responsibihfcies in Battle 
treek. The call has been given, time and 
^am, but hardly a response has been made, 
oome would have answered the call, if their 
worldly interests would have been advanced 
by so doing. But as there was no prospect 
ot mcreasing then- means by commg to 
■Battle Creek, they could see no duty to 

^^^^^^ ^^^^ sacrifice, 
^d without obedient and unselfish love, 
^^he nchest offerings are too meager to be 
presented to the Possessor of aU things. 

God calls upon brethren and sisters in 
^icott to arise, and come up to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 



the mighty. The reason there is so Uih 
strength among those who profess the truth 
is they do not exercise the abihty God has 
given them. Very many have wrapped up 
their talent in a napkin, and hid it m th<^ 
eai*th It is by using the talents that they 
increase. God will test and prove his peo- > 
pie Bro. and sister Lindsay have been 
faithful burden-bearers in the cause of God 
and now their children should not stod 
back, and let the burdens rest so heavily 
upon them. It is time that the powers ot_ 
their less worn minds should now be ex- 
ercised, and they work more especiaUy m 
their Master's vineyard. ^ 

Some of the brethren and sisters in JSl e^^ v 
York have felt anxious that Bro. and sister 
Ross, especially sister Ross, should be en- 
couraged to labor among the churches. 
But this is the wTong place for them to 
prove themselves. If God has indeed laid 
upon them the burden of labor, it is not 
for the churches ; for they are generally m 
advance of them. . 

Thei-e is a world before Bro. and sister 
Ross, lying in wickedness. Their field is a 
large one. They have plenty of room to 
try their gifts and t^st their calUng with- 
out entering ink) other men's labors, and 
building upon a foundation they have not 
laid. Bro. and sister Ross have been very 
slow to obtain an experience in self-denial. 
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They have been slow to come up to health 
reform m aU its branches. The churched 
are in advance of them in the denial of 
appetite. Therefore they cannot be a ben- 
eht to the churches in this direction, but 
rather a hindrance. 

Bro. Ross has not been a blessing to the 
church m Roosevelt, but a gi-eat burden 
He has stood dii^ectly in the way of their 
advancement. He has not been in a con- 
dition to help the church when and where 
they needed help the most. He has not 
correctly represented our faith. His con- 
versation and hfe have not been unto holi- 
ness. He has been far beliind, not ready 
or willing to discern the leadings of God(s 
providence. He has stood in the way of 
sinners. He has not been in that position 
where his influence would recommend our 
mith to unbelievers. 

His example has been a hindrance to 
the church, and to his unbelieving nei<^h-. 
• Dors. If Bro. Ross had been wholly con- 
^crated to God, his works would have been 
tintful and productive of much good, 
isut that which more especially distin- 
guishes God's people from the popular re- 
gions bodies is not their profession alone, 
but their exemplaiy character, and their 
principles of unselfish love. The- powerful 
jmd purifying influence of the Spirit of 
^od upon the heart, earned out in words 
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and works, separates them from the world, 
and designates them as God's peculiar peo- 
ple. The character and disposition of 
Christ's followers will be like the Master. 
He is the pattern, the holy and perfect ex- 
ample given for Christians to imitate. Tlie 
true followers of Christ will love their 
brethren and be in harmony with them. 
They will love their neighbors, as Christ 
has given them an example, and will make 
any sacrifice if they can by so doing per- 
suade souls to leave their sins and be con- 
verted to the tmth. 

The truth, deeply rooted in the heart of 
believers, will spring up and bear fniit unto 
righteousness. Their words and works are 
the channels through which the pure prin- 
ciples of ti-uth and holiness are conveyed 
to the world. Especial blessings and priv- 
ileges are for those who love the tmth, and 
walk according to the light they have re- 
ceived. If they neglect to do this, their 
Hght will become darkness. When the 
people of God become self-sufficient, the 
Lord leaves them to their own w^isdom. 
Mercy and tmth are promised to the hum- 
ble in heart, the obedient and faithful. 

Bro. Eoss has stood in the way of his 
children. If he had been consecrated to 
God, his heart in tlie work, and living out 
the truth he professed, he would have felt 
the importance of commanding his house- 
hold after him, as did faithful Abraham. 
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The la£k of harmony and love between 
.he two brothers Ross is a reproach to the 
cause of God. Both are at fault. Both 
have a work to do in subduing self and 
cultivating the Christian gi-aces. God is 
(Ushonored by their dissensions, and I do 
not go too far when I say hatred, that ex- 
ists between these two natural brothei-s 
^ro. A. Ross is greatly at fault. He has 
cherished feelings that have not been in 
accordance with the will of God. He knows 
tHe peculiarities of his brother Manly, that 
has a liTtful, unhappy temperkment. 
■frequently, he cannot see good when it lies 
toectly in his path. He sees only evil 
ana becomes discouraged veiy easily Sa' 
tan magnifies a molehill into a mountain 
before him. All things considered, Manly 
i^oss has pursued in majiy things a course 
jess censurable, because less injiu-ious to 
wie cause of present truth. 

n} }^..^^^'^^^^ brothers must be recon- 
ciled fully to each other before they can 
m the reproach from the cause of God that 
^^eu- disunions have caused. " In this the 
cmidren of God are manifest, and thechil- 

^^'H^ou.sness, is not of God, neither he that 
oveth not his brother. He that saith he 
^ in the light and hateth his brother, is in' 
Jljrkness even imtil now." Those who la- 
: wr tor God should be clean vessels, sancti- 
G 
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fied to the Master's use. " Be ye clean that 
bear the vessels of the Lord." " If a man 
say, I love God, and hatcth his brother, he 
is a liar ; for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ? And this com- 
mandment have we from him, That he who / 
loveth God love his brother also." 

The embassadors of Christ have a re- 
sponsible and sacred work before them. 
They are savors of life unto life, or of death 
unto death. Their influence decides the 
destiny of souls for whom Christ died 
Bro. and sister Ross both lack experience. 
Their life has not been unto holiness, 
They have not had a deep and thorough ^ 
knowledge of the divine will. They have 
not been steadily advancing onward and 
upward in the divine life, so that their ex- 
perience could be of value to the church. 
Their course has burdened the church not 
a little. , 
Sister Ross' past life has not been o 
that character that her experience conk 
be a blessing to others. She has not lived 
up to her convictions of conscience. H^^ ^ 
conscience has been too many times vio- / 
lated. She has been a pleasure seeker, 
and given her life to vanity, frivolities, 
and fashion, in face of the light of trntli 
which has shone upon her pathway. 
knew the way, but neglected to walk in n 



The Lord gave sister Ross a testimony of 
warnmg and reproof. She believed the 
testunony, and separated herself from that 
class who were lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God. Then, as she viewed 
her past life, so full of wi^ongs and neglect, 
she gave up to unbelief and stolid gloom! 
Despair spread its dark wings over her. 
Her maniage with Bro. Ross changed the 
order of things somewhat. At times since 
she has been veiy gloomy and desponding. 
Sister Ross has a good knowledge of the 
prophecies, and can tmce them and speak 
upon them very readily. Some of the 
brethren and sisters have been anxious to 
urge out Bro. and sister Ross as active la- 
borers. But there is danger of Bro. and 
sister Ross working from a wrong stand- 
point. She has received the advantages of 
education superior to many by whom she 
IS supounded. As sister Ross has labored 
publicly, she has depended upon her own 
strength more than upon the Spirit of God. 
^he has had a spirit of lofty independence, 
and has thought she was qualified to teach 
father than to be taught. Sister Ross, with 
per lack of experience in spiritual things, 
IS unprepared to labor among the churches, 
^lie has not the discernment and spiiitual 
strength necessary to build them up. If 
|hey should engage in this work at all, 
tliey should commence in the church at 
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Roosevelt, by exerting a good influeiK't; 
there. Their work should be where the 
work most needs to be done. 

There is work to be done in new fields. 
Sinners need to be warned who never have 
heard the warning message. Here, Bro. 
and sister Ross have ample room to work t 
and prove their calling. No one should 
hinder them in their effort in new fieLls. 
There are sinnei-s to save in every direc- 
tion. But some ministers are inclined t<i 
go over and over the same ground among 
the churches, when then- labors cannot 
help them, and their time is wasted. 

We would wish aU the Lord's servants 
/were laborei's. This work should not le ^ 
confined alone to the ministers, but bretli- ' 
ren who have the truth in their heart> 
and have exei*ted a good influence at hoim', 
should feel that a responsibility rests up"n 
them of devoting a part of their time tc 
go out among their neighbors, and in a<l- 
joining towns, to be missionaries for God. 
They should carry the publications, and oii- 
1 gage in conversation, and, in the spirit ot 
Christ, pray with and for those whom tbov 
visit. This is the work that will arouse a } 
sphit of reformation and investigation. 

The Lord has been for yeai^ caUing the 
attention of his people to health retui ni 
This is one of the great branches of tiie 
work of preparation for the coming of th' 
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Son of Man. John the Baptist went forth 
m the spirit and power of Ehjah to prepare 
the way of the Lord, and turn the people 
to the A^isdom of the just. He was a rep- 
resentative of those living in these last 
days to whom God has entrusted sacred 
truths to present before the people, to pre- 
pare the way for the second appealing of 
Christ. John was a reformer. The angel 
Gabriel, direct from Heaven, gave a dis- 
course upon health reform to the father 
and mother of John. He said he should 
not drink wine or strong drink, and should 
be filled with the Holy Ghost from his 
birth. 

John separated himself from friends, and 
from the luxuries of hfe. The simplicity 
of his dress, a garment woven of camel's hair, 
was a standing rebuke to the extmvagance 
and display of the Jewish priests, and of 
the people generally. His diet, purely 
vegetable, of locusts and wild honey, was a 
rebuke to the indulgence of appetite, and 
the gluttony that prevailed everywhere. 
The prophet Malachi declares, ''Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord, and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the childi*en, and the heart of 
children to their fathei-s." Here the prophet 
describes the character of the work. Those 
who are to prepare tlie way for the second 
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coming of Christ arc represented by faith- 
ful Eiijali, as Jolin came in the spirit of 
Elijah to prepare the way for his first ad- 
vent. The great subject of reform is to be 
agitated, and the public mind is to be 
stirred. Temperance in all things is to be 
connected with the message, to turn the ^ 
people of God from their idolatry, their 
gluttony, their extravagance in dress and 
other things. 

The self-denial, humility, and temper- 
ance, requu-ed of the righteous, whom God 
has especially led and blessed, is to be pre- 
sented to them in contrast to the extra va- > 
gant, health-destroying habits of the peo- [ 
pie who live in this degenerate age. God I 
has shown that health reform is as closely ) 
connected with the third angel's message 
as the hand is united to the body. And 
there is nowhere to be found so gi-eat a 
cause of physical and moral degeneracy, , 
as a neglect of this important subject. 
Those who are indulging theii* appetite 
and passions, and close their eyes to the 
light for fear they shall see sinful indulg- 
ences which they are unwiUing to foi-sake, ' 
aie guilty before God. Whoever turns \ 
from the light in one instance hai-dens 
his heai-t to disregard the light in other 
matters. Whoever violates moral ob- 
ligations in the matter of eating and 
dressing, prepares the way to violate the ; 



claims of God in regard to eternal in- 
terests. Our bodies are not our own. God 
has claims upon us to take care of the ha1> 
itation he has given us, that we may pre- 
sent our bodies to him a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable. Our bodies belong 
to him who made them, and we are in duty 
bound to become intelligent in regard to 
the best means of preserving the habita- 
tion he has given us from decay. If we 
enfeeble the body by self-gratification, by 
mdulging the appetite, and by dressing in 
accordance with health-destroying fashions, 
in order to be in harmony with the world, 
We become enemies of God. 

Bro. and sister Ross have not appre- 
ciated the light upon health reform. They 
have not seen a place for it in connection 
with the third message. Providence has 
been leading the people of God out from 
the extravagant habits of the world, away 
from the indulgence of appetite and pas- 
sion, upon the platform of self-denial and 
temperance in all things. The people 
whom God is leading will be peculiar. They 
will not be like the world. If they will 
follow the leadings of God, they will ac- 
comphsh his purposes, and will yield their 
will to the will of God. Christ will 
dwell in the heai*t. The temple of God 
will be holy. Your body, says the apostle, 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost. God 
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does not require his children to deny them- 
selves to the injury of the physical strength. 
He requires of them to obey natural lav/, 
to preserve physical health. Nature's path 
is the road he marks out, and it is broad 
enough for any Christian. God has, with 
a lavish hand, provided us with rich and 
varied bounties for our sustenance and en- 
joyment. In order for us to enjoy the 
natural appetite which will preserve healtli 
and prolong life, he restricts the appetite. 
He says, Beware, restrain, deny, unnatural 
appetite. If we create a perveited appe- 
tite, we violate the laws of our being, and 
take upon ourselves the responsibility of 
abusmg our bodies, and of bringing disease 
upon ourselves. 

The spirit and power of Elijah have been 
stining lieai-is to reform, and directing 
them to the wisdom of the just Bro. and 
sister Ross have not been converted to the 
health reform, notwithstanding the amount 
of evidence God has given upon this sub- 
ject ' Self-denial is essential to genuine 
religion. Those who have not learned to 
deny themselves axe destitute of vital, 
practical godliness, "We cannot expect 
anything else but that the claims of relig- 
ion will come in contact with the natural 
affections and worldly interest There is 
work in the vineyard of the Lord for all 
and every one to do. None should be idle. 



Digitized by the Cente 



89 



Angels of God are all astii\ ascending to 
Heaven, and descending to earth again 
with messages of mercy and warning. 
The heavenly messengers are moving upon 
minds and hearts. There are men and 
women whose hearts are susceptible of being 
inspired with the truth, everywhere. K 
men and women who have a knowledge of 
the tnith would now work in unison with 
the Spirit of God, we should see a great 
work accomplished. 

New fields are open for all to test their 
calling by experimental effort, and in bring- 
ing out souls from darkness and error, and 
establishing them upon the platform of 
eternal tmth. If Bro. and sister Ross feel 
that God lias called them to engage in his 
work, they have enough to do to call shi- 
ners to rei)entance. In order to have God 
working in them, and by them, they need 
a thorougli conversion. The work of fit- 
ting a people in these last days for the 
coming of Christ, is a most sacred, solemn 
work, and calls for devoted, unselfish labor- 
ers. Those who have humility, faith, en- 
^^^1 perseverance, and decision, will find 
plenty to do in their Master's vineyard. 
Tliere are responsible duties to be performed 
'^hich require earnestness, and exertion of 
all their energies. It is the willing senice 
^d accepts. If the truth we profess is of 
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such infinite importance as to decide the 
destiny of souls, how careful should we he 
in its presentation. 

" The path of the just is as the shining 
light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." Bro. and sister Ross, if you 
had walked in the light as it has shone ( 
upon your pathway, had you been drawing h 
nearer and closer to God, steadfastly believ- [■ 
ing the truth, and walking humbly before 
God in the light he has given, you would 
now have an experience that would be of , 
inestimable value. Had you improved the 
talents lent you of God, you would have \ 
shone as lights in the worfd. But light 
becomes darkness to all those who will not I 
walk in it. In order to be accepted and ) 
blessed of God as our fathers were, we must 
be faithful, as they were faithful. We must 
improve our light 'as the ancient faithful 
prophets improved theu'S. God requires 
of us according to the grace he has be- 
stowed upon us. He will not accept lest 
than he claims. All his righteous demand.' 
must be fully met. In order for us to meet 
our responsibilities, we must stand on that 
elevated ground that the order and ad- ^ 
vancement of holy, sacred truth has pre- 
pared for us. 

Bro. Reynolds fails to realize the sancti- 
fying influence of the tmth of God upon 
the heart. He is not patient, humble, and 
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forbearing, as he should be. He is easily 
stin-ed. Self aiises, and he says and does 
many things without due reflection, and he 
does not exert a saving influence at all 
tmies. If Bro. R. was imbued with the 
Spirit of Christ, he could with one hand 
take hold of the Mghty One, while Avith 
the hand of faith and love he would reach 
the poor sinner. Bro. R. needs the pow- 
eiful influence of divine love, for this will 
renew and refine the heart, sanctify the life, 
and elevate and ennoble the entire man. 
Then his words and works wiU savor of 
Heaven mther than of his own spuit. 

If the words of eternal hfe arc sown in 
the heart, fi-uit will be produced unto right- 
eousness and peace. A spirit of self-suffi- 
ciency and sclf-impoi-tance must be over- 
come by you, my dear brother. You should 
cultivate a spirit willing to be instructed and 
counseled. Whatever others may say or do, 
you should say, Whsit is that to me ; Cluist 
has bid me follow him. You should culti- 
vate a spiiit of meekness. You need an 
experience in genuine godliness, and unless 
you have this, you cannot engage in the 
work of God understandingly. Your spiiit 
must soften, and be subdued by being 
brought into obedience to the wiU of Chiist. 
You should at all times maintain the lowly 
dignity of a follower of Jesus. Our de- 
portment, our words and actions, preach to 



Digitized by the Cente] 



\ventist Research 



d2 



93 



others. We arc living epistles, known and 
read of all men. 

You should be careful not to preach the 
truth from contention or strife ; for if you 
"do, you will most assuredly turn the battle 
against yourself, and be found advancing 
the cause of the enemy, rather than tlie > 
truth of God, Every contest wherein you 
engage should be from a sense of duty. 
If you make God your strength, and sub- 
due youi-self, and let the truth bear awa}' 
the victoiy, the devices of Satan and liis 
fiery darts will fall upon himself, and yuu 
be strengtlrcned, and kept from error, and r 
guarded from every false way. You need ^ 
to cultivate caution, and not rush on in \ 
your own strength. The work is' impor- ' 
tant and sacred, and you need great vns- ^ 
dom. You should counsel with your breth- 
ren who have had experience in the work. [ 
But, above everything else, you should ob- 
tain a thorough knowledge of your own 
weakness and your dangers, that you may ' 
not make shipwreck of faith. You should 
strengthen the weak points in your char- r 
acter. \ 

We are living amid the perils of the last 1i 
days, and if we have a spirit of self-suffi- 
ciency and independence, we shall be ex- 
posed to the wiles of Satan, and be over- 
come. Self-impoitance must be put away 
from you, and you be hid in God, depend- 



ing alone upon him for strength. The 
churches do not need your labor. If you 
are consecrated to God, you can kbor in 
new fields, and God will work with you. 
Purity of heait and life God will accept. 
Anything shoit of this, he vnll not regard. 
We must suffer with Christ if we would 
reign with him. 

Bro. Saimders could have accomphshed 
good if he had, years ago, given all for 
Christ. He has not been sanctified through 
the truth. His heart has ngt been right 
^vith God. His talent he has hid in the 
earth. What will he say who has put his 
talents to a wrong use when the Master 
shall require him to give account of his 
stewardship. Bro. S. has not been an 
honor to the cause of God. It is *danger- 
ous to contend with the providence of God, 
and to be dissatisfied with ahnost every- 
thing, as though there had been a special 
arrangement of circumstances to tempt 
and destroy. The work of pmning and 
purifying, to fit us for Heaven, is a great 
work, and will cost us a gi'cat deal of suf- 
fering and trial, because our will is not 
subjected to the will of Christ. We must 
go through the furnace till the fires have 
consumed tlie dross, and we are purified, 
and reflect the divine image. Those who 
follow their inclinations and are governed 
% appearances, are not good judges of 
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what God is doing. They are tilled witJi 
discontent. They see faihire where there 
is indeed triumph, a great loss where there 
is gain; and, like Jacob, they have been 
ready to exclaim, " All these things aro 
against me," when the very things where* >1 
they complained were all working together 
for their good. 

No cross no crown. How can one he 
strong in the Lord without trials. To 
have strength, we must have exercise. To 
have strong faith, we must be placed in 
circumstances where our faith will he 
called forth. The apostle Paul, just bo- 
fore his martyrdom, exhorted Timothy, 
" Be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel, according to the power of God." It 
is through much tribulation we enter the 
kingdom of God. Our Saviour was tried 
in every possible way, and yet he tri- 
umphed in God continually. It is our 
privilege to be strong in the strength of 
God under all circmnstances, and to glory 
in the cross of Christ. 



Epistle I\'«mber Two. 

Biio. Francisco: Dec. 10, 1871, I was 
shown your case, that you did not know 
what manner of spirit you were of You 
have not a well-balanced mind ; you arean 
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extremist, and you should not rely upon 
your own judgment. Satan is deceiving 
you terribly, and you will make shipwreck 
of faith, unless you change your course. 
You are self-sufficient. 

You think you understand health reform ; 
but you are merely a novice in this matter. 
You are too great a talker ; you talk, talk, 
talk, and people arc not made better by it. 
Your words are not in meekness and wis- 
dom. You exalt yourself, but not Jesus 
Christ. You have much to say in regard 
to your knowledge and experience, when 
you do only harm. You are puffed up, 
conceited, unsanctified in heart and life. 
What have you to do to declare the statutes 
of the Lord ? You only mar his work and 
reproach his cause. If you get some pros- 
elytes, they will need a greater work done 
for them to bring them to a correct knowl- 
edge of the truth than if you had made no 
effort for them, and they had remained in 
ignorance of the tmth altogether. Your 
strength is to keep quiet, and set your own 
heart right before God. You have no work 
to do in preaching or talking the truth to 
thers. 

You will certainly bring a reproach upon 
the cause of God unless you attend to your 
own personal case. God does not lay upon 
you any burden for others. It is the nic- 
est work evef committed to moitals to deal 
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witii miuds. You are not qualified for tl.i^ 
work; you are ardent, impulsive, and uni ' n 
sonable. In short, you have not a sound 
miud ; and unless there Ls a great change 
in you, you will not be able to so peii't ct 
Christian chai^aeter as to obtain eternal 
life. You would, witli your present spirit, 
make wonderful discord in Heaven. Ycjiir 
spirit could not unite and hamonize ^vith 
the pui'c, heavenly angels in glory. You 
are blind to your own &ults, and your self- 
sufficient spirit is giievous to the people of 
God, and hateful in the sight of the Lord. 
Y^ou have a greater work to do for yourself 
than you can possibly have to do for othei-s. 

You have no time to lose. You are im- 
ready for the coming of your Lc>rd. You 
need to soften and humble your heart, and 
let the self-sufficient spirit that you possess 
die. You need the planing knife of God 
to pass over you and remove your rough- 
ness, severity, and overbearing spiiit, aud 
make you meek, gentle, and childlike. You 
talk against your bretliren. Like the en- 
emy of. souls, you are the accusei-s of your 
brethren. Y'^ou are the greatest enemy to 
youi-self that you have. 

Your feelin^^ that ^ou have had in ref- 
erence to Bro. Owen's family have beau 
unjust and cj-uel. God loves that family. 
They are seeking to k)vc and sei-ve hire 
from the heart, while you have not 1" ^ 
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ing this, but have been exalting and glori- 
fying yourself God does not approbate 
your course, neither does he requke you to 
take responsibilities of the church upon 
you. Labor for yourself. Talk less, and 
pray in secret more. Cease your complaints 
of your brethren. You have been a soi*e 
trial ' to them. Speak and wiite bitter 
things only against yom-self. May the 
hord help you to get right 



Tlie Work at Battle Creek. 

In a vision given me at Bordoville, Vt., 
I)ec. 10, 1871, 1 was shown that the posi- 
tion of my husband has been a very diffi- 
cult one. The pressure of care and labor 
has been upon him. His brethren in the 
ministry have not had these burdens to 
oear, and they have not appreciated his 
labors. The constant pressui-e upon him 
has taxed him mentally and physically. I 
^as shown his position to the people of 
^hi was similar, in some respects, to that 
of Moses to Israel. There were mui-murei's 
8gamst Moses, when in adverse cu-cum- 
stances, and there have been murmui-ers 
»gamst him. 

There has been no one in the ranks of 
^ahbath-keepers who would do as my hus- 
'^d has done. He has devoted his inter- 
7 
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est almost entirely to the building up of 
the cause of God, regardless of his own 
pei-sonal interests, and at the sacrifice of 
social enjoyment with his feimily. In his 
devotion to the cause, he has fi-equently 
endangered his health and life. He has 
been so much pressed with the burden of 
this work that he has not had suitable time 
for study, meditation, and prayer. God has 
not required of him to be in this position, 
even for the interest and progi-ess of the 
work of publishing at Battle Creek. There 
are other branches of the work, other in- 
terests of the cause, that have been neglected 
through his devotion to this one. God has 
given us both a testimony which will reach 
hearts. He has opened before me many 
channels of light, not only for my benefit, 
but for the benefit of his people at large. 
The Lord has also given my husband gi*eat 
light upon Bible subjects, not for himself 
alone, but for others. I saw that these 
things should be wiitten and talked out, 
and new light would continue to shuie 
upon the word. I saw that we could ac- 
complish tenfold more to build up the 
cause, in laboring among the people of 
God, bearing the vaiied testimony to meet 
the wants of the cause of God in difierent 
places and under difierent circumstances, 
than to remain at Battle Creek. Our gifts are 
needed in the same field in writing and 
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m speaking. Wliile my luisband is over- 
burdened, as he has been, with an accumu- 
lation of cares and financial matters, liis 
mmd cannot be as fi-uitful in the word. 
And he will be liable to be assailed by the 
enemy, for he is in a position where there 
IS a constant pressure, and men and women 
will be tempted, as were the Israelites, to 
complain and mui-mur against him who 
stands in the most responsible position to 
the cause and work of God. WhHe stand- 
ing under these burdens that no other one 
would venture to take, he has sometimes, 
under the pressure of care, spoken without 
due consideration and with apparent sever- 
sometimes censured tliose in the 
Office because they did not take care. And 
when needless mistakes have occurred, he 
h^as felt that indignation for the cause of 
J^od was justifiable in him. Tliis coui-se 
aas not always been attended with the 
best results. It has sometimes resulted in 
a neglect to do the very things which they 
should do, for fear they should not do tliem 
^ht, and tlien would be blamed for it. 
Just as far as this has gone, the burden has 
lallen heavier upon my husband. 

The better way would have been for him 
w> have been from the Ofiice more than he 
Jas, and left the work with others to do. 
^d if they prove themselves unfaithful, 

not capacitated for the work, after pa- 
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tient and fair trial, tliey should be ^ dis- 
charged, and left to engag^o in business 
where tlieii- blundei-s and mistakes will ef- 
fect theii- own pei*sonal interests and not 
the cause of God. 

There were those who stood at the head 
of the business of the Publishing Association 
who were, to say the very least, unfaithful. 
And had those in pai-ticular who were asso- 
ciated with them as trustees been awake, and 
then- eyes not blinded, and their sensibili- 
ties unparalyzed, they would have been 
separated from the work long before they 
were. 

WTien my husband recovered from liis 
long and severe sickness, he took the work 
confused and cmban^assed as it was left by 
unfaithful men. He worked with all the res- 
olution and strength of mindandbody that he 
possessed, to biing the work up, and to re- 
deem it from the disgraceful perplexity it 
had been brought into by those who had 
then' own mterests prominent, and who did 
not feel that it was a sacred work in which 
they were engaged. God's hand has been 
reached out in judgment over these un- 
faithful ones. Their couree and the result 
should prove a warning to others, not to 
do as they have done. 

The experience of my husband during 
the period of his sickness was unfortunate 
for him. He worked in this cause with 
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interest and devotion as no other man had 
done. He had ventured and taken advance 
positions as Providence had led, regardless 
of censure or praise. He had stood alone 
and battled through physical and mental 
sufferings, not regarding his own interests, 
while those whom God designed should 
stand by his side left him when he most 
needed then.- help. He was not only left 
to battle and stiniggle witliout their help 
and sympathy, but frequently he had their 
opposition to meet, and they murmured 
against him who was doing tenfold more than 
any of them to build up the cause of God. 
All these thingshavehad their influence,and 
have molded the mind that was once free 
from suspicion, trustful, and confiding, to 
lose confidence in his brethren. Those 
who have acted their part ui bringing about 
this work will, in a great degree, be re- 
sponsible for the result. God would have 
led them if they had earnestly and dm^ot- 
edly served him. 

I was shown that my husband had given 
his brethren unmistakable evidences of his 
interest in, and devotion to, the work of 
God. After he had spent years of his life 
in privation and unceasing toil to establish 
the pubhshing interests upon a sure basis, 
he then gave away to the people of God 
that which was his own, and that which 
he could just as well have kept, and have 



Center tor Adtfentlst Researc 
ntist Research 5*^^**^ ^ 



102 

received the profits from, had he chosen i 
80 to do. He showed the people in this j 
act that he was not seeking to advantage j 
liimself, but to promote the cause of God. I 

Wlien sickness came upon my husband, [ 
many acted in the same unfeeUng manner 
toward him that the Pharisees did toward k 
the unfortunate and oppressed. The Phar- f 
isees would tell the suffering ones that their ' 
afflictions were on 'account of their sins, 
and that the judgments of God had come [ 
upon them. In thus doing, they would in- 
crease their weio^ht of sufferings. When • 
my husband fell under his weight of care, 
there were those who were merciless. 

When beginning to recover, so that in 
his feebleness and povei-ty he commenced ) 
to labor some, he asked of those who then 
stood at the head of matters at the Office 
forty per cent discount on a one hundred 
dollar order for books. He was mlling to 
payi^ixty doUai-s for the books which he 
knew cost the Association only fifty dollars. 
He asked this special discount in view of 
his past labors and saciifices in favor of 
the publishing depai-tment. But he was 
denied this small favor. He was coolly \ 
tokl that they could give him but twen- [ 
ty-five per cent discount. My husband 
thought this very hard, yet he tried 
to bear it in a Christian manner. God in 
Heaven marked the unjust decision, and 
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from that time took the case in his own 
hands, and has returned the blessings re- 
moved, as he did to faithful Job. And 
from the time of that heai-tless decision he 
has been working for his sei-vani God 
raised him up above his former health of 
body, clearness and strength of mind, and 
freedom of spirit. And he has, since that 
time, had the pleasure of passing out with 
his own hands thousands of dollars' worth 
of our publications without price. God 
will not utterly forget nor forever forsake 
those who have been faithful, even if in 
their course envoi's sometimes occur. 

My husband has had a zeal for God and 
for the tinith, and at times this zeal has led 
him to overUbor, to the injury of physical 
and mental strengtL But this was not 
regarded of God as great a sin as that of 
neglect and unfaithfulncBs of his servants 
in reproving wTongs. Those who praised 
the unfaithful, and flattered the unconse- 
crated, were sharei-s in their sin of neglect 
and unfaithfuhiess. 

God lias given my husband especial 
quaUfications, natural abihty, and he se- 
lected him and gave him an experience to 
lead out his people in the advance work. 
There have been munnurers among Sab- 
hatli-keeping Adventists as was among 
ancient Israel, and these jealous, suspicious 
ones have given occasion to the enemies of 
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our faith, by theii' suggestions and insinu- 
ations, to distrust my husband's honesty. 
These jealous ones of the same faith have 
placed matters before the unbelievers in a 
false light. Tliese impressions stand in 
the way of many embracing the tmth. 
They regard my husband as a schemer, a 
selfish, avaricious man, and they are afraid 
of him, and the ti-uth we as a people hold. 
Ancient Isiuel, when theii* appetite was 
restricted, or when any dose i-equkement 
was brought to bear upon them, reflected 
upon Moses; that he was arbiti-ary, that 
he "v\'ished to nile them, arid be altogether 
a prince over them, when Moses was only 
an instrument in God s hands to bring his 
people into a position of submission and 
obedience to God's voice. 

Modem Israel have murmured and be- 
come jealous of my husband because he 
has plead for the cause of God. He has 
encoui-aged liberality, he has rebuked those 
who loved this world, and has censured 
selfishness. He has plead for donations 
to the cause of God, and has led ofi" by 
liberal donations himself, to encoui-age lib- 
eraUty with his brethren; but by many 
murmum-s and jealous ones, even this has 
been intei-pi-eted that he wished to be per- 
sonally benefited with the means of 
brethren, and that he had enriched himself 
at the expense of the cause of God, when 
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the facts in the case ai-e, that God lias en- 
trusted means in his liands to raise him 
above want so that lie need not be depend- 
ent upon the mercies of a changeable, mur- 
muring, and jealous people. Because we 
have not selfishly studied our own interest, 
but have cared for the widow and the fa- 
therless, God has in his providence w^orked 
in our behalf, aiid blessed us with prosper- 
ity and an abundance. 

Moses had sacrificed a prospective kino-, 
aom, a fife of worldly honor and luxuiy in 
kmgly coui-ts, choosing rather to suffer afflic- 
ton with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasure of sin for a season, for he 
esteemed the i-epi-oach of Christ greater 
nches than all the ti-easures of Egypt. 
Had we chosen a life of ease and freedom* 
from labor and care we might have done 
80. But this w-as not our choice. We 
eliose active labor hi the cause of God an 
itmerant life with all its haidships, priva- 
«ous, and exposure, to a life of hidolence. 
We have not lived for ourselves, to please 
ourselves, but we have tried to live for 
to please and glorify him. We have 
\ W made it an object to labor for pi-operty ; 
"^t God has fulfilled his promise in gi\nnf^ 
^ an hundi-ed-fold m this fife. He may 
pJ^ve us by remo\dng it away fi-om us. If 
^> we pray for submission to'' humbly bear 
test. 
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While he has committed to our trust 
talents of money and influence, we will try 
to invest it in liis cause, that should foes 
consume and adversity diminish, we can 
have the pleasure of knowing tliat all our 
treasure is not where fires can consume or 
adversity sweep away. Tlie investment of ^ 
our time, our interest, and our means in 
the cause of God is a sure bank that can 
never fail — a treasure in the Heavenii that 
faileth not. 

I was shown that my husband has had 
tln'ee-fold the care he should have had. ; 
He has felt tried that brethren Andrews and 
Waggoner did not help him bear his respon- 
sibilities, and has felt grieved because 
they did not help him in the business } 
mattere in connection with the Institute 
and Association. There has been a continual 
advance of the work of publication since 
the unfaithful have been separated from it. 
As the work increased, there should have 
been men to have shared the responsibili- 
ties ; but some who could do this had no 
desire, because it would not increaise their 
•possessions as much as some more lucrar- 
tive business. There is not that talent in 
our Office that there should be. The work / 
demands the most choice and select persons 
to engage in it. With the present state of 
things in the Office, my Inisband will still 
feel the pressure that lie has felt, Imt 



wliich he should no longer bear. And it 
is only by a miracle of God's mercy that 
he has stood under the burden so long. 
But there are now many things to be con- 
sidered. He has by his devotion to the 
work, and perseveiing care, shown what 
may be done in the publishing depai-tment. 
Men with unselfish interests combined 
with sanctified judgment, may make the 
work at the Office a success. My husband 
lias so long borne the burden alone that it 
haa told feaifully upon his strength, and 
there is a positive necessity for a change. 
He must be relieved from care to a gi-eat 
degi-ee, and yet he can work in the cause 
of God in speaking and wiiting. 

When we returned fr'om Kansas in the 
autumn of 1870, we both should have had 
a period of rest. Weeks of freedom from 
care was necessary to bring up our ex- 
hausted energies. But when we found the 
important post at Battle Creek nearly de- 
serted, we felt compelled to take hold of 
the work with double energies, and labored 
beyond our strengtli. I was shown that 
my husband should stand there no longer, 
miless there are men who will feel the 
Wants of the cause and bear the burdens of 
the work, while he shall simply act as a 
counsellor. He must lay the burden down ; 
for God has an important work for him to 
do in writing and speaking the truth. Our 
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iniluence in laboring in the wide field will 
tell more for the upbuilding of the cause j 
of God. There is a great amount of preju- 
dice in many minds. False statements 
have placed us in a wrong position befoi'e j 
the people, and this is in the way of many [ 
embracing the tmth. If they are made to \ 
believe that those who occupy responsible 
positions in the work at Battle Creek are 
designing and fanatical, they conclude that 
the entire work is wrong, and that our 
views of Bible tmth must be incorrect, and 
they fear to investigate and receive the 
truth. But we are not to go forth to call 
the people to look to us ; we are not to 
generally speak of ourselves, and vindicate 
our character ; but to speak the truth, ex- 
alt the truth, speak of Jesus, exalt Je- 
sus, and this, attended by the power of 
God, will remove prejudice and disarm op- 
position. Brn. Andrews and Smitli love 
to write ; so docs my husband. And God 
has let his light shine upon his word and 
let him into a field of rich thought that 
would be a blessing to the people of God ; 
at large. While he has borne a triple 
burden, some of his niinLstering bretlireB i 
have let the responsibility drop heavily 
upon him, consoling themselves with tlie 
thought that God had placed Bro. White 
at the head of the work and qualified 
for it, and he had not fitted them for the 



position, therefore they have not taken the 
responsibility and borne the burdens they 
might have borne. 

There should be men to feel the same 
interest my husband has felt. There never 
has been a more important period in the 
history of Seventh-day Adventists than at 
the present time. Instead of the publish- 
ing work diminishing, the demand for our 
publications is greatly increasing. There 
^ be more to do instead of less. My 
husband has been mut-mured against so 
much, and has contended with jealousy and 
falsehood so long, and he has seen so little 
fisdthfulness in men, that he has become sus- 

Eicious of almost every one, even of his own 
rethren in the ministry. The ministering 
brethren have felt this, and for fear that 
they should not move wisely, in many in- 
stances, have not moved at all. But the 
time has come when these men must 
unitedly labor and lift the burdens. The 
nimistering brethren lack faith and confi- 
dence in God. They believe the truth, and 
in the fear of God they should unite their 
efforts and bear the burdens of this work 
whicli God has laid upon them. If after 
pne has done the best he can in his 
judgment, and the other thinks he can see 
vhere he couhl have improved the matter, 
lie should Idndly and patiently give the 
brother the benefit of his judgment, but 
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should not censure or question liis integrity 
of purpose any sooner than he would wish 
to be suspected or unjustly censured him- 
self. If the brother who feels the cause of 
God at heart sees, in his earnest efforts 
to do, that he has made a failure, he Anil [. 
feel deeply over the matter, for he will be f 
inclined to distrust himself, and lose confi- 
dence in his own judgment ; nothing will 
weaken liis courage and God-Hke manhood, 
like a sense of his mistakes and en'ors that 
he has made in the work God has appointed 
him to do, which work he loves better than 
his life. How unjust then for his brethren 
that discover his en'oi*s to keep pressing 
the thorn deeper and deeper into his heart, > 
to make him feel more intensely when 
with every thmst he is weakening faith, 
courage, and confidence, in liimself to do, 
and to work successfully in the upbuilding 
of the cause of God. Frequently the tinitli 
and facts are to be plainly spoken to the 
eriing to make them see and feel their error, 
th at they may reform. But this should ever 
be done with pitying tenderness, not with I 
hai*shness or severity, but consider their 
own weakness, lest they also be tempted. 
When the fault is seen and acknowledged, 
then comfort should be given instead of 
grieving him, and seeking to make him 
feel more deeply. In the sermon of Christ 
upon the mount, he said, " Judge not, that 
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ye be not judged ; for with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged ; and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again." Our Saviour reproved for 
i*ash judgment. " Why beholdest thou the 
mote in thy brother's eye ;" and, " behold a 
beam is in thine own eye." It is frequently 
the case that while one is quick to discern 
the errors of his brethren, he may be in 
greater faults himself, and is blind to his 
own enws. We should, all who are fol- 
lowers of Clirist, deal with one another ex- 
actly as we wish the Lord to deal with us 
in our en-ors and weaknesses, for we are 
all erring, and need pity and forgiveness of 
Ood. Jesus consented to take human nat- 
ure, that he might know how to pity, and 
that he might know how to plead with his 
Father in behalf of sinful, emng mortals. 
He volunteered to become man's advocate, 
and he humihated- himself to become ac- 
quainted with the temptations wherewith 
man was beset, that he might succor those 
who should be tempted, and he be a tender 
and faithful high pi-iest. 

There is frequent necessity for plainly 
rebuking sin and reproving wrong. But 
ifiinisters engaged in the work of the sal- 
vation of their fellow-men, should not be 
pitiless toward the errors of one another, 
and should not make prominent the defects 
iJi their organization. They should not 
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expose or reprove their weaknesses. They 
should inquire if such a course would bring 
about the desired effect with themselves, 
would it increase their love for, and confi- 
dence in, the one who thus made promi- 
nent their mistakes. Especially should the 
mistakes of ministers who are engaged in 
the work of God be kept within as small a 
circle as possible, for there are many weak 
ones, who will take advantage if they are 
aware that those who minister in word and 
doctrine have weaknesses like other men. 
And it is a most cruel thing for the faults 
of a minister to be exposed to unbelievers, 
if that minister in future is counted worthy 
to labor for the salvation of souls. No good 
can come of this exposure, but only harm. 
Qod frowns upon this course, for it is under- 
mining the confidence of the people in those 
whom God accepts to carry forward his 
work The character of every fellow-la- 
borer should be jealously guarded by 
brother ministers, Saith God, " Touch not 
mine anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm." Love and confidence should be 
cherished. A lack of love and confidence 
in one minister for another does not in- 
crease the happiness of the one thus defi- 
cient, but as he makes his brother unhappy, 
lie is unhappy himself. There is greater 
power in love than was ever found in cen- 
sure. Love will melt its way through 



^ barriei^, while censure will close up eveiy 
avenue of the soul. 

My husband must have a change. Losses 
may occur at the Ofiice of publication for 
want of his long experience ; but the loss 
of money cannot bear any comparison to 
i the health and life of God's servant. The 
income of means may not be as large for 
want of economical managers. But if my 
husband should fail again it would dis- 
hearten his brethren and weaken their 
hands. Means cannot come in as an equiv- 
alent 

There is much to be done. Missionaries 
diould be in the field, wilhng, if need be, 
to go to foreign countries to present the 
^th before those who sit in darkness. 
But there is Httle disposition among youno- 
men to consecrate themselves to God, and to 
devote their talents to his service. They are 
too willing to shun responsibihties and bur- 
dens. They are not obtaining an experience 
in burden-bearing, nor in the knowledge of 
the Scriptures, that they should have to fit 
them for the work that God would accept 
*t their hands. It is the duty of all 
^ to see how much they can do for the 
^ter who has died for them. But many 
seeking to do just as little as possible, 
^d cherish the fiiint hope of getting mto 
fieaven. It is their privilege to ' have 
stai-s in their crown because of souls saved 
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through their instrumentality. But, alas 
indolence and spiritual sloth prevail ev- 
er^^dierc. Selfishness and pride occup}' n 
large place in their hearts, and there is bin 
little room for heavenly things. 

In the prayer Christ taught his disciples 
was the request, Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us." We cannot repeat this prayer from 
the heart and dare to he unforgivuig, for 
we ask the Lord to forgive oui' trespasses 
against him in the same manner we forgive 
those who trespass against us. But few 
realize the true import of this prayer. If 
those who are unforgiving did comprehend 
the depth of its meaning, they would not 
dare to repeat it, and ask God to deal with 
them as they deal with their fellow-mortals. 
And yet this spirit of hardness and lack of 
forgiveness exists, even among bretlu-en, to 
a fearful extent. Brother is exacting with 
brother. 



Peculiar Trials. 

The position tha.t my husband has so 
long occupied in the cause and work of 
God has been one of peculiar trials. His 
adaptation to business and his clear fore- 
sight have led his ministeiing brethren 
to drop responsibilities upon him which 
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ey should have borne themselves. This 
as made his burdens very gi-eat. And 
hile his brethren have not taken their 
share of the burdens, they have lost a 
vahiable experience which it was their 
privilege to have obtained had they exer- 
cised their minds in the direction of care> 
taking, m seeing and feehng what must be 
done for the upbuilding of the cause. 

Great trials have been brought upon my 
husband by his mmistering brethren not 
standing by him when he most needed 
then^ help. The disappointment he has 
repeatedly felt when those whom he de- 
pended upon failed him in times of great- 
est need has nearly destroyed his power 
to hope and beheve in the constancy of his 
ministering brethren. His spirits have 
been so wounded, he has felt that he was 
justified in being grieved, and he has al- 
lowed his mind to dwell upon discouracre- 
ments. This channel of darkness God 
^ould have him close; for he is in danger 
of making shipwi-eck here. When his mind 
becomes depressed, it is natural for him to 
brmg up the past and dwell upon his past 
s»iffenngs, and unreconciliation tak^s hold 
Jipoir his spmts, that God had suffered him 
be so beset with trials unnecessarily 
fifought upon him. 
The Sphit of God has been gi-ieved that 
has not fully committed his ways to 
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God, and tmsted himself entirely in his 
hands, not allowing his mind to run in the 
channel of doubt and unbelief in regard to 
the integrity of his brethren. In talking 
doubts and discouragements he has not 
remedied the evil, but he has weakened his 
own powers, and given Satan advantage ► 
to annoy and distress him. 

My husband has erred in talking out his 
discouragements and dwelling upon the 
unpleasant features of his experience. In 
thus talking, he scatters darkness but not 
light. He has at times laid a weight of 
discouragement upon his brethren, which 
did not bring to him the least help, but 
only weakened their hands. My hus- \ 
band should make it a rule not to talk 
unbehef or discouragement, or dwell upon 
his grievances. His brethren generally 
have loved and pitied him, and have ex- 
cused this in him, knowing the pressure of 
care and his devotion to the cause of God. 

My husband has labored untiringly to 
bring up the publishing interests to its 
present state of prosperity. I saw that 
he had had more sympathy and love from 
his brethren than he has thought he had. ) 
They eagerly search the paper to find some- 
thing from his pen. If there is a tone of 
cheeifulness in his wiiting, he speaking en- 
com-agingly, their heai-ts are lightened, and 
some even weep with tender feelings of 



joy. But if gloom and sadness are expressed 
in his writings, the countenances of his 
brethren and sisters, as they read, gi'ow sad, 
and the spirit whicli characterizes his writ- 
ing is reflected upon them. 

The Lord is seeking to teach my liusband 
to have a spirit of forgiveness, and forget- 
fulness of the dark passages in his experi- 
ence. The remembrance of the unpleasant 
past only saddens the present and he lives 
over again the unpleasant portion of his 
life's liistory. In so doing, he is clinging 
to the darkness and is pressing the thorn 
deeper into his spirit. This is my hus- 
band's infirmity, and it is displeasing to God. 
This biings darkness and not Hght. He 
may feel apparent relief for the time in ex- 
pressing his feelings, but it is only making 
more acute a sense of how great his suffer- 
ings and trials have been, until the whole 
becomes magnified in his imagination, and 
the en-ors of his brethren, who have aided 
in bringing these trials upon him, look so 
grievous that their wrongs seem to him 
past endurance. 

My husband has cherished this darkness 
80 long by living over the unhappy past 
that he has but httle power to control his 
mind when dwelling upon these things. 
Circumstances and events which once he 
Would not have minded, magnify before 
bim into grievous wongs on the part of 
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his brethren. He has become so sensitivt; 
to the wrongs under which he has suffered 
that it is necessary tliat ho should he as 
httle as possible in the vicinity of Battle 
Creek, where many of the unpleasant cir- 
cumstances occuiTcd. God would heal his 
wounded spiiit if he will let him. But in 
doing tins, he will have to buiy the past. 
He should not talk of it, or write of it. 

It is positively displeasing to God for 
my husband to recount liis difficulties and 
his pecuhar grievances of the past. If he 
had looked upon these tilings in the light 
that they were not done to him, but to 
the Lord, whose instnnnent he is, then 
he would have received a great reward. 
My husband has taken these murmurings 
of his brethren as though done to him- 
self, and he has felt called upon to make 
all miderstand the wrong and wicked- 
ness of thus complaining of him, when 
he did not deserve theh censure and abuse. 

Had my husband felt that he could leave 
this matter all ^vith the Lord, and that 
then* murmurings and their neglect were 
against the Master instead of the seiTant 
m the Master's service, he would not have 
felt so aggrieved, and it would not have hurt 
him. He should have left it with the Lord, 
whose sei-vant he is, to iBght liis battles for 
him and vindicate his cause. He woulii 
then have received a precious rewar<l 
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finally fur all his sufferings lor Christ's 
sake. 

I saw that my husband should not (hvrW 
upon the painful facts in our experience. 
Neither should he vmte his grievances, but 
keep as far from them as he can. The 
Lord will heal the wounds of the past if 
he win turn his attention awky from them. 
"For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceedhig and eternal weight of glory; 
while v/e look not at the tlmigs which are 
seen, but at the things wliich are not seen, 
for the things which are seen are temporal ; 
but the things wliich are not seen are 
eternal. ' When confessions ai'e made by his 
brethren who have been wrong he should 
accept the confessions and generously, 
nobly, seek to encourage the one who has 
been deceived by the enemy. My husband 
should cultivate a forgiving spirit. He 
should not dwell upon the mistakes and er- 
rors of othei's, for in doing this he not only 
weakens his own soul, but he tortures the 
mhids of his brethren who have erred, wlien 
they may have done all that they can dO 
by confessions to correct their past erroi-s. 
If God sees it necessaiy that any poition 
of their past course should be presented be- 
fore them, that they may understand how 
f^' shun eiTOi*s in future, he will do this 

rk ; but my husband should not tmst 
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himsell to do it, for it awakens past scenes 
of suffering that the Lord would have him 
forget. 



I TUe Lost Slicep. 

I WAS refeiTed to the parable of the lost 
sheep. The ninety and nine sheep were to 
be left in the wilderness, and search insti- 
tuted for the lost one that had strayed. 
When the lost sheep was found, the shep- 
herd elevated the sheep to his shoulder and 
returned mth rejoicing. He does not re- 
turn censuring and murmuring at the poor, 
lost sheep for making him so much trouble, 
but his return with the burden of the sheep 
is with rejoicing. 

And still greater demonstration of joy is 
demanded. Friends and neighboi-s are 
called to rejoice with the finder, " for I have 
found my sheep which was lost." The 
finchng was the theme of rejoicing; the 
straymg was not dwelt upon, for the joy 
of finding over-balanced the soitow of the 
loss and the care, perplexity and peril, in- 
curred in searching and restoring to safety 
the lost sheep. " I say unto you, that like- 
wise joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons which needeth no repent- 
ance." 



I Lost Piece or Silrer.^ 

Tlie lost piece of silver is designed to 
represent the erring, straying sinner. The 
carefulness of the woman to find the piece 
of lost silver, is to teach the followers of 
V Christ a lesson in regard to their duty to 
r those erring and straying from the path of 
right. The woman lighted the candle to 
I ' increase her fight, and then swept the 
house, and sought diligently till she found 
it. 

Here the duty of Christians is clearly de- 
fined toward those who need theii- help 
because of their straying from God. The 

\ erring one is not to be left in his darkness 
and eiTor ; but every available means is to 
be used to bring him again to the light. 
The candle is lighted. The word of God 
is searched for clear points of truth, with 
earnest prayer for heavenly light to meet 

, the case of the ones enshrouded in dark- 
iiess and unbehef, that they may be forti- 
fied with arguments from the word of God, 
threatenings, reproofs, and encouragements, 
that these cases may be reached. Indifter- 

\ ence or neglect will meet the frown of God. 
When the woman found the silver she 
^^hed her friends and her neighbors to- 
gether, saying, "Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost, 
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in 
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tlie prcsoncc of the angels of God over en.; 
sinner that repenteth." 

If angels of God rejoice over the erring 
who see their error and confess their 
wrongs, and return to the fellowship of 
their brethren, how nv.ich mure should the 
followers of Chiist, who are themselves err- 
ing, and who need forgiveness of God, 
and of their brethren, every day, feel joy 
over the brother or sister who lias been de- 
ceived by the enemy and taken a wrong 
course, and become deceived by the sophis- 
try of Satan, and suffered for theii- en^or. 

Instead of holding them off, they should 
meet them where they are. Instead of 
finding fault with them because they are 
in the dark, they should light their own 
lamp by obtaining more divine gi-ace and 
a clearer knowledge of Scripture, and dispel 
the darkness by the light they bring to 
them. And when they succeed, and the 
ening feel their error and submit to follow 
the light, gladly should they be received, 
and not with a spirit of murmuring or an 
effort to press upon them their exceeding 
crime, which had called foiih extra exer- 
tion, anxiety, and wearisome labor. 

If the pure angels of God hail the event 
with, joy how much more should their 
brethren, who have themselves needed 
sympathy, love, and lielp, when they have 
en^d and have in their darkness not knoA^'ii 
liow to help themselves. 



I The Prodigfai Noiz. 

My attention was called to the parable 
" of the prodigal son. He made a request 
that his fatlier should give him his portion 
of the estate. He desired to separate his 
I interest from his father, and manage his 
share as best suited hLs own inclination. 
His father complied with the request, and 
the son selfishly withdrew from his father, 
that ho might not be troubled with his 
counsel, repi'oofs, or advice. 

The son tliought ho should be happy 
when he could use his porthm according 
to his own pleasure without being amioyed 
with advice or restraint. He did not wish 
' to bo troul)led with mutual obligation. If 
he shared his fatlier's estate, his father had 
claims upon liim as a son. But he did not 
feel imder any obligation to his generous 
father, but braced his selfish, rebellious 
spirit with the thought that a portion of 
his father's ] property belonged to him. He 
requested his share, when rightfully he 
could claim nothing, and should have had 
ilothing. 

\ 'After his selfish heart had received the 
tj*easure, of which he was so undeserving, 
lie V. ent his way at a distance from his fa- 
^ter, that he might ev(^n fr>rget that he had 
3- fatlier. He despised restraint, and was 
fully determined to have pleasure in any 
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way and manner that he chose. After he 
had, by his shitiil indulgences, spent all 
that his father gave him, the land was vis- 
ited by a famine, and he felt pinching want, 
and he began to regret his sinful com^se of 
extravagant pleasure, for he was now des- 
titute and needed the means he had squan- ^ 
dered. He was obliged to come down from 
his life of sinful indulgence to the low bus- 
iness of feeding swine. 

After the prodigal son had come as low 
as he could come he thought of the kind- 
ness and love of his father. He felt then 
the need of a father. His position of friend- 
lessness and want he had brought upon 
liimself through disobedience and sin, which \^ 
had resulted in his separating himself from 
his father. He thought of the privileges 
and bounties of his father s house, that the 
hired servants of his father freely enjoyed, 
while he who had alienated himself from 
his father's house was perishing with hun- 
ger. He was humiliated through advei*sity, 
and decided to return to his father by 
humble confession. He was a beggar, des- 
titute of comfortable, or even decent, clotli- I 
ing. He was Wi-etched in consequence of > 
privation, and was emaciated with hunger. 

While at a distance from his home, his 
father sees the wanderer, and his first 
thought is of that rebellious son who had 
left him yeai-s before to follow a course of 



unrestmined sin. The paternal feeling is 
stirred. Notwithstanding all the marks of 
his degradation he discerned his own im- 
age. He did not wait for his son to come 
all the distance to him, but he hastened 
and met his son. He did ^ot reproach 
him, but with the tenderest pity and com- 
passion that he had in consequence of his 
own course of sin brought upon himself so 
Bauch suffering, he hastens to give him 
proofs of his love and tokens of his for- 
giveness. 

Although his son was emaciated and his 
countenance plainly indicated the dissolute 
life he had passed, and although he was 
clothed with beggar's rags and his naked 
feet were soiled with the dust of travel, 
the father's tenderest pity was excited as 
the son fell prostrate in humility before 
I^itQ. He did not stand back upon his dig- 
iiity. He was not exacting. He did not 
an-ay the past course of m'ong and sin be- 
fore his son to make him feel how low he 
liad sunken. 

^ The father lifted up his son and kissed 
^im. He took the rebellious son to his 
"^^east, and he wrapped his own rich robe 
^out the nearly naked foim of his son. 

took him to his heart with such warmth, 
^d evinced such pity, if the son had ever 
doubted the goodness and love of his fa- 
tter, he could do so no longer. If he had 
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a sense of his sin when he decided to return 
to his father's house, he had a much deeper 
sense of his ungrateful course as he was 
thus received. 

His heart, before subdued, was now 
broken that^he had grieved that father's 
love. The penitent, trembling son, who 
had greatly feared that he would be dis- 
owned, was unprepared for such a recep- 
tion. He knew he did not deserve it. He 
acknowledged his sin inleaving his father. 
" I have sinned against Heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son." He begged only to be accounted 
as a hii-ed sei-vant. But the father requested 
his servants to pay him especial tokens of 
respect, to clothe liim as if he had ever 
been his own, obedient son. 

The father made the return of his son an 
occasion of special rejoicing. The elder 
son in the field knew not that his brother 
had returned, but he heard the geneml 
demonstrations of joy and inquired of the 
servants what it all meant. It was ex- 
plained that his brother had returned whom 
they thought dead, and his father had 
killed the fatted calf for him because he 
had received him again as from the dead. 

The brother then was angry, and he 
would not go in to see or receive his brother. 
His indignation was stirred that this un- 
faithful brother who had left his father and 



ohrown the heavy responsibilities upon him 
of fulfilling the duties which- should be 
shared by both, should now be received 
with such honor. He had pursued a 
course of wicked profligacy, wastmg the 

. means his father had given him until he 

^ was reduced to want, while he had been 
faithfully performing the duties of a son, 
and now his profligate brother comes to 
his father's house and is received with re- 
spect and honor beyond anything he had 
ever received. 

The father entreated his elder son to 
go and receive his brother with gladness 
because he is lost and is found, was dead 
in sin and iniquity, but is alive again, he 

^ has come to his moral senses and abhors 
his course of sin, but his eldest son pleads, 
"Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy com- 
mandment ; and yet thou never gavest me 
a kid, that I might make merry with my 
ftiends; but as soon as this thy son was 
come, which hath devoured thy living wdth 

' hai'lot«, thou hast killed for him the fatted 
caJf." 

\ He assured his son that he was ever 
yith him, and all that he had was his, but 

i it was right that they should show this 
demonstration of joy, for thy brother was 
d^ad, and is alive again, and was lost, and 
^ found." This fact overbeai-s all other 
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considerations with the father, The lost is 
found, the dead is ahve again. 

This parable was given by Chiist to rep- 
resent the manner our Heavenly Father 
receives the ening and repenting. The 
Father was the one sinned against, yet he, 
in the compassion of his soul, all full of pity 
and forgiveness, meets the prodigal and 
shows his gi*eat joy that his son whom he 
beUeved to be dead to all filial affection, 
had become sensible of his gi'eat sin and 
his neglect, and had come back to his 
lather, appreciating his love, and acknowl- 
edging his claims. He knew that the son 
who had pursued a course of sin and now 
repented, needed his pity and his love. He 
had suffered. He felt his need. He came to 
his father as the only one who could sup- 
ply his great need. 

The fact of his son's returning was a 
source of the greatest joy. The complaints 
of the elder brother were natural, but not 
right. Yet it is frequently the coui-se 
brother pursues toward brother. There is 
too much effort to make them feel where 
they have erred, and keep reminding them 
of their error. These who have erred need 
pity, they need help, they need sympathy. 
They suffer in their feelings and are fre- 
quently desponding and discouraged. Above 
everything else, they need free forgiveness. 
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I^al»or in Clinrches. 



In the work done for the church at Bat- 
tle Creek in the spring of 1870, there was 
not all that dependence upon God that 
tiie important occasion demanded. Bm. 
Andrews and Waggoner did not fully make 
God their trust, and move in his strength, 
and with liis grace, as they should. ^ 

When Bro. Waggoner thinks a person is 
wix)ng, he is frequently too severe. He 
Ms to exercise that compassion and con- 
sideration that he would have shown him 
under like circumstances. He is also in 
great danger of misjudging and endng in 
\ aealmg with minds. It is the nicest work, 
and the most critical ever given to mortals,' 
Y handle minds. Those who engage in 
this work should have clear discei-mnent, 
™ good powers of discrimination. True 
dependence of mind is an element en- 
^ly different from rashness. Independ- 
ence, that is of that quality which leads to 
a cautious, prayerful, deliberate opinion 
SQould be not easily yielded, until the evi^ 
I jience is sufficiently strong to make it cer- 
»m that we are wrong. This independ. 
e^ce will keep the mind calm, and un- 
coajigeable amidst tlie multitudinous errors 
?^l^ch are prevailing, and will lead those 
2J responsible positions to look carefully at 
evidence on every side, and not be 
9 
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swerved by the influence of othei*s, or by 
the sun-oundings, to form cohclusions \\ath- 
out intelligent and thorough knowledge of 
all the circumstances. 

The investigation of cases in Battle 
Creek was very much after the order that 
a lawyer criticises a witness, and there was 
a decided absence of the Spirit of God. 
And there were a few united in this work 
who were active and zealous. Some 
were self-righteous and self-sufficient, and 
their testimonies were relied upon, and 
their influence swayed the judgment of 
Brn. Andrews and Waggoner. Sister 
Hewitt and sister Dodge were not i-e- 
ceived as members of the church because 
of some trivial deficiency. These brethren 
should have had judgment and discrimina- 
tion to have seen that these objection^ 
were not of sufficient weight to keep those 
sisters out of the church. They both had 
been long in the faith, and had been true 
to the observance of the Sabbath for eiglit- 
een or twenty yeai*s. 

Sister Richmond, who brought up these 
things, should have urged more weight)' 
reasons against herself, why she slioiil<> 
not have become a member of the churcn- 
Was she without sm ? Were all her w^aj's 
perfect before God? Was her patience, 
her self-denial, her gentleness, and forbear- 
ance, and calmness of temper, perfect ? 
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she was witliout the weaknesses of com- 
mon women, then she could cast the first 
stone. But these sistei-s who were left out 
of the church were beloved of God. They 
were worthy of a place in the church. 
These were dealt with unwisely, without 
a sufficient cause, and there were others 
whose cases were handled with no more 
heavenly wisdom, or without even sound 
judgment. Bro. Waggoner s j udgment and 
powerof discrimination have been pervei-ted 
for very many years through the influence 
of his wife, who ha^ been a most effective 
medium of Satan. If Bro. Waggoner had 
possessed the genuine quality of independ- 
^ ence, he would have had a proper self-re- 
spect, and with becoming dignity built up 
nis oAvn house. If he has staii^ed upon a 
course designed to command respect in his 
family, he has generally carried the matter 
too far, and has been severe, and has talked 
harshly and overbearing. He would be- 
come conscious of this after a time, and 
then go to the opposite extreme and come 
down from his independence. 
^ this state of mind he receives repoiis 
from his wife, gives up his judgment, and 
^ould be easily deceived by her intrigues, 
ohe would sometin^es feign to be a great 
sufferer, and would relate what she endured 
?f neglect from her br^hren, and privation 
^ the absence of her husband. Her pre- 
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varications and cunning artifices to abuse 
the mind of her husband have been great. 
Bro. Waggoner ha^ not fuUy received the 
lidit in times past which the Lord has 
given him in regard his wife, or he would 
not have been ..deceived by her he ha^. 
He has been brought into bondage many 
timesbyherspiiit, because hisownheartaJicl 

life have not been fully consecrated to uoa. 
His feehngs kindled against his brethren 
and he oppressed them. Self has not been 
crucified He should seek earnestly to 
bi-ing aU his thoughts and feehngs into 
subjection to the obedience of Ohnst 
Faith and self-denial would have been ^ro- 
Waj^ffoners strong helpers. If he haa 
mrded on the whole armor of God and 
chosen no other defense than that which 
the Spirit of God and the power of truth 
gives him, he would have been strong m 
the strength of God. ^ 

6ut Bro. Waggoner is weak m many thmgJ;. 
If God required him to expose and con- 
demn a neighbor, to reprove and correct a 
brother, and resist and destroy his enemies, 
this would be to him a comparatively nat- 
ural and easy work. But a warfare against 
self, subduing the desii-es and the attec- 
tions of his own heart, searclnng out m 
controlUng the secret motives of the heai| 
is a more difficult jyarfare. How umvih' 
inc to be faitliful in such a contest as thi.^ 
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The warfare against self is the gi-eatest 
battle tliat was ever fought. The yield- 
ing of self, surrendering all to the will 
of God, and being clothed with humility, 
possessing that love that is pure, peaceable, 
and easy to be entreated, full of gentleness 
and good fruits, is not an easy attainment. 
And yet it is his privilege and his duty to 
be a perfect overcomer here. The soul 
must submit to God before it can be re- 
newed in knowledge and true holiness. 
The holy life and character of Christ is a 
ftithful example. His confidence in his 
Heavenly Father was unlimited. His obe- 
dience and submission were unreserved 
82id perfect. He came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister to others. He 
came not to do his own will, but the will 
<>i Him that sent him. In all things ho 
submitted himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously ; and from the lips of the Sav- 
iour of the world was heard these words, " I 
^ of my own self do nothing." 

He became poor, and made himself of no 
J'^utation. He was hungry, and fre- 
Qtiently thirsty, and many times weary in 
J)s labors, and he had not where to lay 
^ head. When the damp, cold shades of 
^bt gathered about him, fi-equently the 
was his bed. He blessed those who 
^ted him. Wliat a life ! what an expe- 
^^nce ! Can we, the professed followers of 
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Christ, cheerfully endure privation and 
suffering, as did our Lord, without mur- 
muring ? Can we drink of the cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism ? If so, we may 
share with him in his glory, in liis heavenly 
kingdom. If not, we shall have no part 
with him. 

Bro. Waggoner has an expeiience to gain, 
without which his work will do positive 
injury. He is affected too much by what 
ofihers teU him of the erring, and he is apt 
to decide according to the impressions 
made upon his mind, and he deals with 
severity when a milder course would be 
far better. He does not bear in mind his 
own weakness, and how hard it is for him 
to have his course questioned, even when 
he is wrong. 

Wlien Bro. Waggoner decides in his judg- 
ment that a brother or sister is wrong, he 
is inclined to eaiTy the matter through, and 
press his censure, although in doing so he 
hurts his own soul, and endangers the souls 
of others. Bro. Waggoner should shun 
chui^ch trials, and should have nothing t^ 
do in settling diflSculties, if he can possi- 
bly avoid them. He has a valuable gift, 
wliich is needed in the work of God. But 
he should separate himself from influences 
which draw upon his sympathies, and con- 
fuse his judgment, and lead him to move 
unwisely. This should not and need not 
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be. Bro. Waggoner exercises too little faith 
in God. He dwells too much upon his 
bodily infirmities, and strengthens unbelief 
by dwelling upon poor feelings. God has 
strength and wisdom in store for those 
who seek for it earnestly, in faith believing. 

I was shown that Bro. Waggoner is a strong 
man upon some points, while upon other 
points he is as weak as a child. His course 
in dealing with the erring has had a scatter- 
ing influence. Bro. Waggoner has confidence 
in liis ability to labor in setting things in 
order where he thinks it is needed, but he 
does not view the matter aright. He weaves 
into his labors his own spirit, and he does 
not discriminate, but often deals without 
tenderness. There is such a thing as over- 
doing the matter in doing strict duty to 
individuals. "And of some have compassion, 
making a difference ; and others save with 
fear, pulling them out of the fire ; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh." 

Duty, stem duty has a twin sister, which 
is kindness. If duty and kindness are 
blended, there wiU be decided advantage! 
gained ; but if duty is separated from kind- 
ness, and there is not mingled^^th du^ 
tender love, there will b« a ^ure,^a^ 
much harm will be the i-esult. ,Men aj^(t 
women will not be driven. Many cap 
won by kindness and love. Bro. Waggon^ \ 
ba^x held aloft the gospel whip, and his own 
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words have frequently been the snap to 
that whip, which has not liad the influence 
to spur others to gi-eater zeal, and provoke 
to good works ; but has aroused their com- 
bativeness to repel his severity. 

If Bro. Waggoner had walked in the light 
he would not have made so many serious 
failures. " If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth not, because he seeth the Hght 
of this world. But if a man walk in the 
night, he stumbleth, because there is no 
light in him." The path of obedience is 
the path of safety. He that walketh up- 
riglitly walketh surely." Walk in the light 
and then shalt thou walk in thy way safely 
and thy foot shall not stumble. Those who 
do not walk in the light will have a sickly 
and stunted rehgion. Bro. Waggoner should 
feel the importance of walking in the light 
however cracifjdng to self. It is earnest effort 
prompted by love for souls which strength- 
ens the heaii, and develops the graces. 

Bro. Waggoner is naturally independent 
and self-sufficient. He estimates his ability 
to do more highly than it will bear. Bro. 
Waggoner, you pray for the Lord to humble 
you, and ^ you for his work, and when 
tke Lord^iswers your prayer, and puts 
you under a course of discipline necessaiy 
for the accomplishment" of the object, you 
frequently give way to doubts and despond- 
ency, and think you have reasons for dis- 



couragements*. You frequently think Bro. 
Whit^ is restraining you, when he has 
cautioned and held you back from engag- 
ing in church difficulties. 

I was shown your labors in Iowa. There 
was a decided failure to gather with Clmst. 

I You distmcted, confused, and scattered, the 
poor sheep. You had a zeal, but it was 
not according to knowledge. Y^our labors 
were not in love, but in sternness and se- 
verity. You were exacting and overbear- 
ing. You did not strengthen the sick and 
bmd up the lame. Your injudicious hai^sh- 
ness pushed some out of the fold who can 
never be reached and brought back. Words 
fitly spoken are like apples of gold in pic- 

^ turcs of silver. Words unfitly spoken are 
the reverse. Their influence will be like 
desolating hail. 

Bro. Waggoner, you have felt restless un- 
der restraint because Bro. White has cau- 
tioned, advised, and reproved you. You 
have thought that if you could be free and 
act yourself, you could do a good and great 
york. But your wife's influence has greatly 
injured your usefulness. You have failed 

\ to command your household after you. 
You have not ruled well your own house. 
You have thought you understood how to 
ttianage your home matters. But how 
have you been deceived. You have too 
often followed the promptings of your own 
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spirit, which has resulted in pei'plexities | 
and discouragements which have clouded 
your discernment and weakened you spii- 
itually, so that your laboi-s have been 
marked with great imperfections. 

The labors of Bm. Waggoner and Cornell 
in Boston were premature. These breth- ^ 
ren had their past experience with its mis- I 
takes before them, which should have been 
sufficient to guard them from engaging in 
a work which they were not qualified to 
perform. There was enough that needed 
to be done. Boston was a hard place to 
raise up a church. Opposing influences 
surrounded them. Every move made 
should have been with due caution and , 
prayerful consideration. ^ 

These two brethren had been warned 
and reproved repeatedly for moving inju- 
diciously, and they should not have taken 
the responsibilities upon themselves that 
they did. Oh ! how much better would it 
have been for the cause of God in Boston 
if they had been laboring in new fields. 
Satan's seat is in Boston, as well as in other 
wicked cities ; and he is a wily foe to con- 
tend with. There were disorderly elements 
among Sabbath-keepers in Boston that 
were hindrances to the cause. But tlierc 
is a proper time to speak and act, a golden 
opportunity which will show the best re- 
sults of labor pnt forth. 



If things had been left to more fully 
develop before they were touched, there 
would have been a separation of the dis- 
orderly, unconsecrated ones, and there 
would not have been an opposition party. 
This should ever be saved if possible. The 
church might better suffer much annoy- 
ance and exercise the more patience than 
to get in a huny, drive matters, and 
provoke a combative spirit. Those who 
really loved the tmth for the truth's sake, 
should have pursued their course with the 
glory of God in view, and let the light of 
truth shine out before all. 

They might expect that the elements of 
confusion and dissatisfaction among them 
would make them trouble, Satan would 
not remain quiet and see a company raised 
up in Boston to vindicate truth, and dis- 
pel sophistry and error. His ire would be 
kindled, and he institute a war against 
those who keep the commandments of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. But this 
should not have made the faithful believers 
impatient or discouraged. These things 
should have the influence to make the true 
believer more guarded, watchful, and prayer- 
ful — more tender, pitiful, and loving, to 
those who are making so great a mistake in 
regard to eternal things. As Christ has 
borne and continues to bear with our eiTors, 
')ur ingratitude, and our feeble love, so 
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should wc bear with those who test and 
try our patience. Shall the followei-s ot 
the self-denying, self-sacrificing Jesus be 
unlike their Lord ? Christians should have 
hearts of kindness and forbearance. 

Christ presented before his hearers the 
parable of the gospel sower, which contains 
a lesson we should study. Those who 
preach present tmth and scatter the good 
seed will realize the same results as the 
gospel sower. All classes will be affected 
more or less by the presentation of pointed 
and convincing tmth. Some will be way- 
side hearers. They will be affected by the 
truths spoken, but they have not cultivated 
the moral powers. They have followed 
inclination rather than duty. Evil habits 
have hardened their hearts like the hard, 
beaten road. These may profess to believe 
the truth, but will have no just sense of 
its sacredness and elevated character. They 
do not sepai^ate from the friendship of the 
lovers of pleasure and corrupt society. 
Tliey place themselves where they are con- 
stantly tempted, and may well be repre- 
sented by the unfenced field. They invite 
the temptations of the enemy and finally 
lose the regard they seemed once to have 
for the truth when the good seed was 
dropped into their hearts. 

Some are stony-ground hearers. They 
readily receive anything new and exciting. 



The word of truth they receive with joy. 
And with ardor and zeal they talk earn- 
estly in reference to their faith and hope, 
and may even administer reproof to those 

: of long experience for some apparent defi- 
ciency or for then: lack of enthusiasm. 

^ But when they are tested and proved by the 
heat of trial and temptation, when the 
pruning-knife of God is applied, that they 
may bring forth fi-uit unto perfection, their 
zeal dies, their voice is silent. No longer do 
they boast in the strength and power of 
truth. This class are controlled by feelings. 
They have not depth and stabihty of charac- 
ter. Piinciple does not reach down deep, un- 

. derlying the springs of action. They have in 
word exalted the truth, but are not doers 
of that word. The seed of truth has not 
rooted down below the surface. The heait 
has not been renewed by the transforming 
influence of the Spirit of God. And when 
the truth calls for working men and 
women, when saciifices have to be made for 
the truth's sake, they are somewhere else ; 
and when trials and persecution come, 
they fall away because they have no deep- 

► ness of earth. The truth, plain, pointed, 
and close, is brought to bear upon the 
heart, and reveals the defomity of charac- 
ter. Some will not bear this test, but fre- 
quently close their eyes to their imperfec- 
tions, although their consciences tell them 
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that the words spoken by the messengers 
of God, which bears so closely upon their 
Christian character's, are truth ; yet they 
will not Hsten to the voice. They are of- 
fended because of the word, and yield the 
tnith rather than to submit to. be sanctified 
through the tmth. They flatter them- 
selves that they may get to Heaven an 
easier way. 

Still another class is represented in the 
parable. Men and women who listen to 
the word are convinced of the truth, and 
accept it without seeing the sinfulness of 
their hearts. The love of the world holds 
a large place in theu^ affections. In their 
deal, they love to get the best of the bar- 
gain. They prevaricate, and by deception 
and fraud gain means which ever will prove 
as a thorn to them ; for it will over-balance 
their good purposes and intentions. The 
good seed sown in their hearts is choked. 
They frequently are so anxious and full of 
care, fearing they shall not gain means, or 
shall lose what they have gained, they 
make their temporal matter's primary. 
They do not nourish the'good seed. They 
do not attend meetings where their hearts 
can be strengthened by religious privileges. 
They fear they shall meet with some loss 
in temporal things; and the deceitfulness ol 
riches leads them to flatter themselves that 
it is duty to toil and gain all they can, that 



they may help the cause of God ; and yet 
the more they increase in their earthly 
riches the less is their heai*t inclined to 
part with their treasure, until their hearts 
are fully turned from the tmth they loved. 
The good seed is choked because overgrown 
with unnecessary worldly cares and need- 
less anxiety— with love for earthly pleas- 
ures and worldly honors which riches give. 

Another parable Jesus preseuts to his 
disciples — the field wherein good seed was 
sown, and, while sleeping, the enemy sowed 
tares. The question was asked the house- 
holder, " Didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy field ? from whence then hath it tares ?" 
\ " He said unto him. An enemy hath done 
this." " The servant said unto him. Wilt 
thou then that we go and gather them up ? 
But he said. Nay ; lest while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. Let both grow together until the 
hai-vest, and in the time of hai-vest I will 
say to the reapers, Gather ye together fii-st 
the tares and bind them in bundles to bum 
them ; but gather the wheat into my barn." 
If faithfiilness and vigilance had been pre- 
sei-ved, if there had been no sleeping or 
negligence upon the part of any, the enemy 
Would not have had so favorable an oppor- 
tunity to sow tares among the wheat. Sa- 
tan never sleeps. He is watching, and 
improves every opportunity to set his 
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agents to scatter eiTor, which finds good 
soil in many unsanctified hearts. 

The sincere believers of truth are made 
sad, and their trials and sotrows greatly 
increased, by the elements among them 
which annoy, dishearten, and discourage, 
them in their effoi*ts. But the Lord teaches 
a lesson to his servants of great carefulness 
in all then* moves. Let both grow togeth er. 
Do not forcibly pull up the tares, lest in 
rooting them up, the precious blades will 
become loosened. The ministei^ and church 
should be very cautious, lest they get a zeal 
not according to knowledge. There is dan- 
ger of doing too much to cure difficulties 
in the church which, if let alone, frequently 
work their own cure. It is bad policy to 
take hold of matters in any church prema- 
turely. We shall have to exercise the gi-eat- 
est care, patience, and self-control, to bear 
these things and not go to work in oui* own 
spirit to set things in order. 

The work done in Boston was premature, 
and caused an untimely separation in that 
little church. If the servants of God could 
have felt the force of our Saviom-'s lesson 
in the parable of the wheat and tares, they 
would not have undertaken the work they 
did. It should always be a matter of the 
most careful consideration and prayer be- 
fore steps are taken which will give even 
those who are utterly unworthy the le^st 
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occasion to complain of being separated 
from the church. Steps were taken in 
Boston which created an opposition party. 
Some were wayside hearers, others were 
stony-ground hearers. And still others were 
of that class who receive the truth while the 
heart had agi^owth of thorns, which choked 
the good seed, and those would never 
have perfected Christian character. But 
there were a few that might have been 
nourished and strengthened, and become 
settled and established in the tmth, but 
the positions taken by Brn. Cornell and 
VVaggoner brought a premature crisis, and 
then there was a lack of wisdom and judg- 
ment in managing the faction. 

If pei-sons are as deserving to be scpa- 
fated from the church as Satan was of be- 
ing cast out of Heaven, they will have 
sympathizers. There is always a class 
^ho are more influenced by individuals 
than they are controlled by the Spuit of 
yod and sound principles; and they are, 
m their unconsecrated state, ever ready to 
take up upon the wi-ong side, and give 
tnen* pity and sympathy to the veiy ones 
^ho least deserve it. These sympathizers 
Jiaye a poweriul influence with others, and 
tnings are seen in a perverted light, and 
gfeat harm is done, and many souls ruined, 
f^tan, in his rebellion, took a third part of 
angels. They turned from the Father 
10 
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and from his Son, and united with the insti- 
<rator of rebeUion. With these fact^ before 
us, we should move with the greatest cau- 
tion. What can we expect in our connec- 
tion with men and women with pecuhar 
minds but trials and perplexity. We must 
bear this, and avoid the necessity, of root- 
ing up the tares, lest the wheat be rooted 
up also. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation, 
but in me ye shall have peace. The trials 
to which Christians are subjected in sor- 
row, adversity, and reproach, are the ap- 
pointed means of God to separate the chal^^ 
from the wheat. Our selfishness, love ol 
worldly pleasure, evil passions, and pme 
must be all overcome, and therefore Gotl 
sends us afflictions to test and prove us, 
and show us that these evils exist in our 
characters ; and we must, through his 
strength and grace, overcome, that we may 
be partakers of the divine nature, havm^j 
escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. For our hght affliction, 
says Paul, which is but for a momentj 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of gloiy, while we look not 
at the things which are seen, but at tlie 
things which are not seen ; for the thing^^ 
which are seen are temporal, but the tlrmg^^ 
which are not seen are eternal." ^ Ami*^' 
tions, crosses, temptations, advereity, a^^'-^ 
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our varied trials, arc God's workmen to re- 
fine us, sanctify us, and fit us for the heav- 
enly garner. 

The harm done to the cause of truth by 
premature moves can never be fully re- 
paired. The cause of God in Boston has 
not advanced as it might, and will not 
stand in as favorable light before the peo- 
ple as before this work was done. There 
are frequently persons among us whose in- 
fluence seems to be but a cipher on the 
right side. Their lives seem to be useless ; 
but let them become rebeUious and com- 
bative, and they become zealous workmen 
for Satan. This work is more in accord- 
ance with the feelings of the natural heart. 
There is great need of self-examination and 
secret pi*ayer. God has promised wisdom 
to those who ask him. Missionary labor 
IS frequently entered into by those unpre- 
pared for the work. Outward zeal is cul- 
tivated while secret prayer is neglected. 
When this is the case, much hai-m is done, 
for these laboi-ei*s seek to regulate others' 
consciences by theii- own rule. SeLf-con- 
^ol is much needed. Hasty words stir 
strife. Bro. Waggoner is in danger of 
jndulging in a spirit of sharp criticism. 
I'bis does not become ministers of right- 
eousness. 

Bro. Waggoner, you have much to learn. 
*our failures and your discouragements 
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you have been inclined to charge to Bro. 
White; but close investigation of your 
motives and of your course of action would 
reveal other causes which exist in yourself 
for these discouragements. Following the 
inchnations of your own natural heart 
brings you into bondage. Your severe and ^ 
tortmiag spirit which you sometimes in- 
dulge in cuts off your mfluence. Bro. 
Waggoner, you have a work to do for your- 
self'which no other can do for you. Each 
must give an account of himself to God. 
God has given us his law as a mirror into 
which we may look and discover the de- 
fects in our character. This mirror into 
wliich we are to look is not for the pmi)Ose ^ 
of seeing our neighbor s faults reflected, for j 
us to watch to see if he comes up to the 
standard, but to see the defects in our- 
selves, that we may remove these defeci^. 
Knowledge is not all that we need. 
must follow the light. We are not left to 
choose for ourselves, and to obey that 
which is agreeable to us, and disobey to 
suit our convenience. Obedience is better 
than sacrifice. 



Warning; to Wealthy Parents. 

At the camp-meeting in Vermont, n 
1870, 1 felt urged by the Spii'it of God t 



bear a plain testimony relating to the duty 
of aged and wealthy parents in the disposi- 
tion of their propei-ty. I had been shown 
that some men, shrewd, prudent, and sharp, 
in regard to the transaction of business gen- 
erally; men distinguished for promptness 
and thoroughness, manifest a want of fore- 
sight, and promptness in regard to a proper 
disposal of their property while they ai'e 
living. They know not how soon their pro- 
bation may close, yet they pass on fi-om year 
to year with theii- business unsettled, and 
finally their life frequently closes without 
their having the use of theii- reason. Or 
they may die suddenly, without a moment s 
warning, and their property is disposed of 
in a manner that they would not have ap- 
proved. These are guilty of negligence. 
They are unfaithful stewards. 

Christians who believe the present truth 
should manifest wisdom and foresight. 
"Phey should not leave the dispoisition of 
their means, expecting a favorable oppor- 
tunity to adjust their business during a long 
jUncss. They should have their business 
in a shape where, if they were called at any 
bour to leave it, and have no voice in its 
an-angement, it may be settled as they 
Would have had it were they alive. Many 
fcoiilies have been robbed of all their prep- 
ay dishonestly, and have been subjected 
^ poverty, because work that might have 



Digitized by the Center fomk^entist Research 



150 



been well done in an hour, had been neg- 
lected. Those who make their wills should 
not spare pains or expense to obtain legal 
advice, and to have them drawn up in a 
manner to stand the test. 

I saw that those who profess to believe 
the truth should show their faith by their 
works. They should, with the unrighteous 
mammon, make friends, that they may fi- 
nally be received into everlasting habita- 
tions. God has made men stewards of 
means. He has placed in the hands of 
stewards, money to carry forward the gi'cat 
work of the salvation of souls for whom 
Chiist left his home, his riches, his glory, 
and became poor, that he might, by his own 
humiliation and sacrifice, bring many sons 
and daughters of Adam to God. God, in 
his providence, has ordained that the work 
in his vineyard should be sustained by the 
means intrusted in the hands of his stew- 
ards. A neglect on their part to answer 
the calls of the cause of God in carrying 
forward his work, shows them to be unfaith- 
ful and slothful servants. 

I had been shown some things in reference 
to the cause in Vermont, but more espe- 
cially at Bordoville and vicinity. The fol- 
lowing is from testimony No. 20 : There 
is a work to be accomphshed for many who 
live at Bordoville. I saw that the eneiny 
was busily at work to cany his points. 
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Men, to whom God ha>s intrusted talents 
of means, have shifted tlie responsibihty 
wliich Heaven has appointed them, of being 
stewards for God, upon theii- children. In- 
stead of theii' rendering to God the things 
that are God's, they claim all that they have 
as their own, as though by their own might, 
and power, and wisdom, they had obtained 
their possessions. 

"Some put their means beyond their 
control, into the hands of their children. 
Their secret motives are, to place them- 
selves in a position where they will not 
feel responsible to give of theii* property 
to spread the truth. These love in word, 
but not in deed and in tmth. It is the 
Lord's money they are handling, not their 
own. They do not see this. 

" Parents should have great fear iti in- 
ti-usting children with the talents of means 
that God has placed in their hands, unless 
they have the surest evidence that theii- in- 
terest in, and love for, and devotion to, the 
cause of God is greater than that which they 
themselves possess, and that these children 
will be more earnest and zealous in for- 
wai'ding the work of God, and be more be- 
nevolent than themselves in carrying for- 
ward the various enterprises in connection 
with the work which calls for means. But 
many place their means in the hands of 
their children, thus throwing upon them 
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the responsibility of their o^vn stewardship, 
because Satan prompts them to do it. In 
doing this, many have placed means effect- 
ually in the enemy's ranks. Satan has 
worked the matter to suit his own pur]:)0se, 
to keep from the cause of God means which 
it needed, that it might be abundantly sus- 
tained. 

" Many who have made a high profession 
of faith arc deficient in good works. If 
they should show their faith by their works, 
they could exert a powerful influence on 
the side of truth. But they do not improve 
upon their talents of means lent them of 
God. Those who think to ease their con- 
sciences by willing their means to their 
childi-en, or by withholding from God's 
cause, and suffering their means to pass 
into the hands of unbelieving, reckless 
children, for them to squander, or hoard up 
and woi-ship, will have to render an account 
to God, because they are unfaithful stew- 
ards of their Lord's^ money. They allow 
Satan to outgeneral them through these 
children whose minds are controlled by the 
power of Satan. Satan's purposes are ac- 
complished in many ways, while the stew- 
ards of God are stupefied, and seem para- 
lyzed, and do not realize their great re- 
sponsibility and the reckoning which must 
shortly come." 

I was shown that the probation of some 



in the vicinity of Bordoville was soon to 
close, and it was important that their work 
should be finished to God's acceptance, that 
in the final settlement they should hear 
the " Well done," from the Master. I w^as 
shown the inconsistency of those who pro- 

I fess to believe the truth withholding their 
means from the cause of God, th^t they 
may leave it for their children. Many fath- 
ei*s and mothers are poor in the midst of 
abundance. They abridge, in a degree, their 
own personal comfoits, and frequently deny 
themselves those things necessary for the 
enjo3anent of life and health, while they 
have ample means at their command. They 
feel, as it were, forbidden to appropriate 
their means for their own comfort or for 
charitable purposes. They have one object 
before them, which is to save property to 
leave for their children. This idea is so 
prominent, so interwoven with all their 
actions, that childi'en learn to look forward 
to this property finally to be theirs. They 
depend on it. And this prospect has an 
important, but not a favorable, influence 
upon their chamcters. Some become spend- 

I thrifts, others, selfish and avaricious. Some 
are indolent and reckless. Many do not 
cultivate habits of economy. They do not 
seek to become self-reliant. They are aim- 
less, and have but little stability of chai^- 
acter. The impressions received in child- 
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hood and youth are wrought in the texture 
of character and become the principle of 
action in mature life. 

Those who have become acquainted with 
the principles of the truth, should follow 
the word of God closely as theii' guide. 
They should render to God the things that 
are God's. I was shown that several in 
Vermont were making a gi-eat mistake in 
regard to appropriating means that God has 
intrusted to their keeping. They were 
overlooking the claims of God upon all that 
they have. Their eyes were blinded by 
the enemy of righteousness, and they were 
taking a course which would result disas- 
trously for themselves and theii* dear chil- 
dren. 

Children were influencing their parents 
to leave their property in their hands, 
for them to appropriate according to their 
judgment. With the hght of God's word, 
so plain and clear in reference to money 
lent to the stewards, and the warnings and 
reproofs through testimony which God has 
given them in regard to the disposition of 
means, children who in a direct or indirect 
way influence the parents to divide while 
living, or will their property mainly to them 
to come into their hands after then- death, 
with this light before them, take upon them- 
selves fearful responsibilities. Children of 
aged parents who profess to believe the 



tmth should in the fear of God counsel, ad- 
vise, and entreat their parents to be true 
to their profession of faith, and take a 
course in regard to their means which God 
can approve. Parents should lay up for 
themselves treasui'es in Heaven, by appro- 
priating their means themselves, to advance 
the cause of God. They should not rob 
themselves of their heavenly treasui*e by 
leaving a surplus of means to those who 
have enough, and rob the treasury of God 
and deprive themselves the precious privi- 
lege of laying up for themselves a treasure 
in the Heavens that faileth not. 

I stated at the camp-meeting that prop- 
erty willed principally to children while 
none is ai)propriated to the cause of God, 
or, if any, a meager pittance, unworthy to 
be mentioned, this property inherited by 
the children would frequently prove a curse 
to them. It would be a source of tempta- 
tion, and a door open where they will be in 
danger of falling into many dangerous and 
hurtful lusts. Parents should exercise the' 
right God has given them. He intmsted 
to til em the talents he would have them 
use to his gloiy. The children were not to 
become responsible for the talents of the 
father. Parents should, while they are of 
sound mind and judgment, with pmyertul 
consideration and with the help of proper 
counsellors who have experience in the 
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tinith and a knowledge of the divine ^nll, 
make disposition of theii* property. If 
they have children afflicted or struggling 
in poverty who vrill make a judicious use 
of means, they should be considered. If 
they have unbelieving children who have 
abundance of this world and who are serv- 
ing the world, they commit a sin against 
the Master who has made them his stew- 
ards to place means in their hands merely 
because they are children. God s claims 
are not to be lightly regarded. 

And it should be distinctly understood 
that because parents have made then* will, 
this will not prevent them from giving 
means to the cause of God while they Hve. 
Tliis they should do. They should have 
the satisfaction here, and the reward here- 
after, of disposing of their surplus means 
while they live. They should do theii- pai*t 
to advance the cause of God. They should 
use the means lent of the Master to carry 
on the work in his vineyard, which needs to 
be done. 

The love of money lies at the root of nearly 
all the crimes committed in the world. 
Fathers who selfishly retain their means to 
enrich theii* children, and do not see the 
wants of the cause of God and rehcve 
thera, make a tenible mistake. The chil- 
di-en whom they think to bless with their 
means are cursed with it. 



Money left to children frequently be- 
comes a root of bitterness. They often 
quaiTel over the propei*ty left them, and 
seldom are aU satisfied with the disposition 
made by the father, in case of a will. And 
instead of the means left exciting gratitude 
and reverence for his memory, it is dissat- 
isfaction, murmuring, envy, and disrespect. 

Brothel's and sisters who were at peace 
with one another are sometimes made at 
variance, and family dissensions are often 
the result of inherited means. Riches are 
desirable only as a means of supplying 
present wants and of doing good to others. 
But inherited riches oftener become a snare 
to the possessor than a blessing. Parents 
should not seek to have their children en- 
counter the temptations to which they ex- 
pose them in leavmg them means which 
they made no efibi-t to earn themselves. 

I was shown that some children profess- 
ing to believe the tmth would in an indi- 
rect manner influence the father to keep 
his means for his children instead of ap- 
propriating it, while he was alive, to the 
cause of God. Those w^ho have influenced 
the father to shift his stewardship upon 
them, little know what they are doing. 
They are gathering upon themselves double 
responsibility, that of balancing the fath- 
er's mind, that he did not fulfill the pur- 
pose of God in the disposition of the means 
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lent him of God, to be used to his gloiy, 
and the additional responsibility of becom- 
ing stewards of means that should have been 
put out to the exchangers by the father, 
that the Master could have received his 
own with usury. 

Many parents make a great mistake in 
placing their property out of their hands 
into the hands of their children while they 
are themselves responsible for the use or 
abuse of the talents lent them of God. 
Neither parents nor children are made 
happier by this transfer of property. And 
the parents, if they live a few yeai-s even, 
generally regret this action on their pai-t. 
Parental love in their children is not 
increased by this course. The children 
do not feel increased gi*atitude and obliga- 
tion to their parents for their liberality. 
A curse seems to lay at the root of the 
matter, which only crops out in selfish- 
ness on the part of the children, and un- 
happiness and miserable feelings of cramped 
dependence on the part of the parents. 

If parents, while they live, assist their 
children to help themselves, it would be 
better than to leave them a large amount at 
their death. Children who are left to rely 
principally upon then* own exertions make 
better men and women, and are better 
fitted for practical life, than those children 
who have depended upon their father's es- 



tate. The children left to depend uj)on 
their own resoui'ces will generally prize 
their abihties, and will improve theii* priv- 
ileges, and cultivate and direct their facul- 
ties to accomplish a purpose in life. They 
will frequently develop characters of in- 
dustry, and frugality, and moral woi*th 
which lie at the foundation of success in 
the Christian life. Those cliildi-en for 
whom parents do the most, frequently feel 
under the least obligation toward tliem. 
The en'ors of which we have spoken have 
existed in Bonloville. Parents have shifted 
their stewardship upon theii* children. 

I appealed, at the camp-meeting at 
Bordoville, in 1870, to those who had means 
as faithful stewards of God to use their 
means in the cause of God, and not leave 
this work for their children. It was their 
work which God had left them to do, and 
when the Master should call them to ac- 
count, they could as faithfril stewards 
render back to him that which he had lent 
them, both piincipal and interest. 

Bm. S., G, and S., were presented before 
ine. These men were making a mistake 
in regard to the appropriation of their 
means. Some of their children were in- 
fluencing them in this work, and were 
gathering upon their souls responsibihties 
that they were ill-prepared to bear. They 
Were opening a door, and inviting the en- 
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emy to come in with his temptations to 
hamss and destroy them. Bro. S.'s two 
youngest sons were in great danger. They 
were associating with individuals of a stamp 
of character wliich would not elevate, but 
would debase them. The subtle influence 
of these associations was gaining an imper- 
ceptible influence over these young men. 
The conversation and deportment of evil 
companions were of ^that character to sepa- 
rate these young men from the influence ot 
their sisters and their sistei-s' husbands. 
While speaking upon this subject at the 
camp-meeting, I felt deeply. I knew tlie 
persons were before me whom I had seen 
in vision. I urged upon those who heaixl 
me, the necessity of thorough consecitition 
to God. I called no names, for I was not 
pci*mittcd to do this. I was to dwell upon 
principles, appeal to the hearts and con- 
sciences, and give those who professed tx3 
love God and keep his commandments an 
opportunity to develop character. God 
would send them admonitions and warning, 
and if they really desked to do his will 
they had an oppoi-tunity. Light was 
given, and then we were to wait and see 
if they would come to the hght. 

I left the camp-meeting with a burden 
of anxiety upon my mind in reference to 
the persons whose danger I had been 
shown. In a few months, news readied 



us of Bro. C.'s death. His property was 
left to his children. Last December, we 
had an appomtment to hold meetmgs in 
Vermont. My husband was indisposed, 
and could not go. In order to save too 
great a disappointment, I consented to go 
to Vermont in company with sister Hall. 
I spoke to the people with some freedom, 
but our cpnference meetmgs were not free. 
I knew that the Spirit of the Lord could 
not have free course until confessions were 
made, and there was a breaking of heart 
before God. I could not keep silent. The 
spirit of the Lord was upon me, and I re- 
lated briefly the substance of what I have 
^tten. I called the names of some pres- 
ent who were standmg in the way of the 
work of God. 

The result of leaving property to chil- 
(hen by will, and also of parents shifting the 
r^ponsibihty of their stewardship upon 
children while the parents were livino-, 
bad been verified before them. Covet- 
onsuess had led Bro. C.'s sons to pursue a 
^ong course, especially his son W. I la- 
Wed faithfully relating the things which 

il had seen in reference to the church, espe- 
cially the sons of Bro. C. One of these 
i^rothers, himself a father, was corrupt in 
^^♦-'^rt and life, a reproach to the precious 
'^use of present ti-uth. His low standard 
morals was comipting to the youth. 

Tc*t. 21. Private. 7 
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The Spirit of the Lord came into the 
meetings, and humble confessions were 
made by some, accompanied by teai*s. 
After the meeting, I had an interview vnih 
the youngest sons of Bro. S. I plead with 
them, and entreated them for their souls' 
sake to turn square about, and break away 
from the company of those who were lead- 
ing them on to their ruin, and. seek for 
the things which make for their peace. 
While pleading for these young men, my 
heai-t was drawn out after them, and I 
longed to see them submit to God. I 
prayed for them, and ui-ged them to pray 
for themselves. We were gaining the vic- 
tory. They were yielding. The voice of 
each was heard in humble, penitential » 
prayer, and I felt that indeed the peace of 
God rested upon us. Angels seemed to be 
all around us, and I was shut up in a vis- 
ion of God's glory. The state of the cause 
at Bordoville was again shown me. I saw 
that some had backshdden far from God. 
The youth were in a state of backsliding. 

I was shown that the two youngest sons 
of Bro. S. were naturally good-heai*ted, 
conscientious young men, but Satan had 
blinded their perception. Theii- compan- 
ions were not all of that class which would 
strengthen and improve their morals, or 
increase their understanding and love for 
the truth and heavenly things. " One sin- 



ner destroyeth much good." Their ridi- 
cule and corrupt conversation had had its 
effect to dispel serious and religious impres- 
sions. It is wrong for Christians to asso- 
ciate with those whose morals are loose. 
An intimate, daily intercourse which would 
occupy time without contributing in any 
degree to the strength of the intellect or 
morals is dangerous. If the moral atmos- 
phere surroundmg peraons is not pure and 
sanctified, but tainted with comiption, 
those who breathe this atmosphere will 
find it operates almost insensibly upon the 
intellect and heai-t to poison and ruin. 

It is dangerous to be conversant with 
those whose minds naturally take a low 
level. Imperceptibl}^ those naturally con- 
scientious and loving purity will gi-adually 
come to tlie same level, and partake of, and 
sympathize with, the imbecility and mor- 
al baiTenness which it is so constantly 
brought in contact with. It was impor- 
tant that the associations of these young 
men should change. Evil communications 
conTipt good manners. Satan worked 
through agent-s to niin these young men. 
Nothing could v/ork more efiectually to 
prevent or banish serious impressions and 
good desires than association with vain, 
careless, and corrupt-minded persons, what- 
ever attractions such persons may pos- 
sess by their wit, sarcasm, and fun, the 
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fact that they treat religion with levity 
and indilference is sufficient reason why 
they should be discarded. Tlie more en- 
gaging they are in other respects, the more 
should this influence be dreaded as com- 
panions, because they throw around an ir- 
religious life so many dangerous attractions. 

These young men should choose for then- 
associates those who love the purity of 
truth, whose morals are untainted, and 
whose habits are ])urc. They must com- 
ply with the conditions laid down in the 
word ot God if they would mdeed be- 
come sons of God, members of the royal 
family, children of the Heavenly King. 
Come out from among them, and be sepa- 
rr.te, and touch not the unclean, and I will 
receive you. God loves these young men, 
and if they will follow the leadmgs of his 
Spirit and w^alk in his counsel, he will be 
their strength. 

God has given brother W. 0. good 
abilities, quick perception, and a good 
understanding of his word. He could, it 
his heart was sanctified, have an influ- 
ence for good with his brothers, as well as 
his neighboi-s, and those with whom ho as- 
sociates. But the love of money has taken 
so firm a hold of his soul, which has been car- 
ried out in all the transactions of life, that he 
has become conformed to the world, instead 
of being transformed, by the renewing of 
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the mind. His powers have been perverted 
and debased by sordid love of gain, whicli 
has made him selfish, penurious, and over- 
bearing. If his qualities had been put in 
active use in his Master's service, rather 
than to selfishly sei-ve his own interest, 
had his object and aim been to do good 
and glorify God, the quahties of mind God 
had given him would impart to his charac- 
ter an energy, and efficiency, and humility 
which could not fail to command respect, 
and would give him an influence over all 
with whom he associated. 

I was shown that the propei-ty left by 
the father had indeed been a root of bit- 
terness to his children. Their peace and 
happiness, and confidence, in each other 
Were greatly distiubed by it. W. C. did 
not need his fathers property. He had 
enough talents to handle that God had in- 
trusted to his management. If he made a 
right disposition of that which he had he 
Would at least be among that number Avho 
Were faithful in that which is least. 
The addition of the stewardship of his 
father's property, which he had covetously 
desu-cd, was a heavier responsibility than 
he could well manage. 

For several years tlie love of money has 
been rooting out the love of humanity and 
the love of God. And as the means of his 
fether was within his reach, he desired to 
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retain all that was possible in his own 
hands. He pursued a selHsh course toward 
his brotliers, because lie had the advantage 
and could do so. His brothers have not 
had right feelings. They have felt bitter 
toward this brotiier. He had in deal ad- 
vantaged himself to the disadvantage of 
others until his course has reproached the 
cause of God. He lost command of him- 
self. His greatest object was gain, selfish 
gain. The love of money in the heart was 
the root of all this evil. I was shown that 
had W. C. turned his powers to labor 
in the vineyard of the Lord, he would 
have done much good ; but these qualifica- 
tions perverted can do a great deal' of 
harm. 

The brothers B. have not had the help they 
ought to have had. A. C. B. has labored to 
great disadvantage. He has taken too 
many burdens upon him, which has crip- 
pled his labors so that he has not increased 
in spiritual strength and courage as he 
should. The church, who have the light of 
tmtli, and should stand in God strong to 
will, and do, and sacrifice, if need be, for 
the truth's sake, have been like weak 
children. They have required the time 
and labor of Bro. A. C. B. to settle diflaculties 
which should never have existed. And 
when they have arisen, because of selfish- 
ness and unsanctified hearts, they could 



have been put away in an hour had there 
been humility and a spirit of confession. 

The brothers B.make a mistake in remain- 
ing at Bordoville. They should change 
their location, and not see Bordovdlle oftener 
than a few times in the year. They would 
have greater freedom in bearing their tes- 
thnony. These brethren have not felt free- 
dom to speak out truth and facts as they 
existed. If they had lived elsewhere, they 
would have been more free from burdens, 
and their testimony would have had tenfold 
more weight when they should visit the 
church at Bordoville. While brother A. C. 
B.has been weighed down with petty church 
trials, and kept at Bordoville, he should have 
been laboring abroad. He has served tables 
until his mind has become clouded, and he 
has not comprehended the force and power 
of the truth. He has not been awake to the 
real wants of the cause of God. He has 
been losing spirituality and courage. The 
work of keeping up Systematic Benevo- 
lence has been neglected. Some of the 
brethren, whose whole interest has once 
been in the advancement of the cause of 
God, have been growing selfish and penu- 
rious, instead of being more self-sacrificing, 
and their devotion and love for the truth 
increasing. They have been growing less 
devotional, and more like the world. Fa- 
ther B. is one of this number. He needs a 
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new conversion. Brother B. has been fa- 
vored with superior privileges, and if these 
are not improved, condemnation and dark- 
ness will follow equal to the light he has 
had, for the non-improvement of the tal- 
ents lent of God for liim to improve. 

The brethren in Vermont have grieved 
the Spirit of God, in allowmg their fovc for 
the truth and their interest in the work of 
God to decline. 

Bro. p. T. B. overtaxed his strength last 
season, in laboring in new fields with the 
tent, without suitable help. God does not 
recpire brother D., or any of hLs servants, 
to injuretheir health by exposure and taxing 
labor. The brethren at Bordovillc should 
have felt an interest that would have been 
shown by their works. They could have 
secm-ed help if they had been awake to the 
interest of the cause of God, and felt the 
worth of souls. While brother D. was feehng 
a deep sense of the work of God and the 
value of souls, which called for continual 
effort, a large church at Bordoville was hokl- 
ing brother A. from helping his brother by 
their petty difficulties. These brothers should 
come up with renewed courage, shake them- 
selves from the trials and discouragements 
which have held them at Bordoville, and 
crippled theii- testimony, and they should 
claim strength from the Mighty One. They 
should have borne a plain, free testimony 
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to Brn. S. and G, and urged the truth 
home, and done what they could to have 
these men make a proper distribution of 
then propei^y. Brother A., m taking so 
many burdens, is lessening his mental and 
physical strength. 

If Bro. W. G, for a few years past, 
had been walking m the light, he would 
have felt the value of souls. Had he been 
cultivating a love for the truth, he might 
have been quaUfied to teach the truth to 
others. Ho might have helped Bro. B. in 
his work with the tent. He might, at least, 
have taken the burdens of the church at 
home. If lie had love for his brethren, 
and vv^as sanctified through the truth, he 
could have been a peacemaker, instead of 
a stiiTer-up of strive, which, united with 
other difiiculties, called Bro. A. from his 
brother's side at a most important time, 
^hich resulted in Bro. D.'s laboring far be- 
yond his strength. And yet, after°Bro. D. 
had done all that he could, the work was 
not accomplislied that might have been, 
had there been the interestthere should have 
heen in Bordoville to supply help when it 
jva.s so much needed. A fearful responsi- 
bility rests upon that chui-ch for theii' neg- 
lect of duty. 

I was shown that the result of Bro. S.*s 
course in dividing his property among his 
children was shifting the responsibility 
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Upon them which he should not have laid 
off. He now sees that the result of this 
course has brought to him no increase of 
affection from his children. They have not 
felt under obligation to theii' parents for 
what they have done for them. These 
children were young and inexperienced. 
They were not qualified to bear the respon- 
sibilities laid upon them. Their hearts 
were unconsecrated, and tnie friends were 
looked upon by tliem as designing enemies, 
•.vhile those who would separate very 
friends were accepted. These agents of 
Satan were continually suggesting to the 
minds of these young men false ideas, 
and hearts of brothei-s and sisters, father, 
mother, and chikken, were at variance. 

Father S. made a mistake. Had he con- 
fided more in his daughters' husbands, who 
loved the truth in sincerity, and had he 
been more willing to have been helped by 
the advice of these men cf experience, great 
mistakes might have been prevented. But 
this is the way the enemy generally suc- 
ceeds in managing matters in regard to 
the appropiiation of means. 

These cases mentioned were designed of 
God to be developed, that all may see the 
deceitfulness of riches upon the heart. The 
result in these cases, which is apparent to 
all, should prove a warning to fathei*s ami 
mothei-s, and to ambitious children. Cov- 



etousness, the word of God defines as idol- 
atry. It is impossible for men and women 
to keep the law of God and love money. 
The heart's affections should be placed upon 
/ heavenly things. Our treasure should be 
laid up in Heaven ; for where our treasure 
is there will our heart be also. 



Bro. J. Andrews. 

I WAS shown, Dec. 10, 1871, that Bro. 
Andrews is a strong man in some things, 
while in others he is weak. His desire to 
please his friends leads him to discommode 
himself, and to make wi-ong moves, which 
have crippled his labors so that they have 
not been as efiicient as they might have 
been. 

In his anxiety to please special ones, he 
injures them. He gives them too much of 
his time and attention. While he is flat- 
tering himself that he is helping them, he 
is doing them injury, and making their 
salvation more difficult. They do not 
rightly interpret the special interest he 
manifests in them. Some flatter them- 
selves that they have superior qualifica- 
tions that Bro. Andrews discerns and ap- 
preciates. His object is good; but his 
efforts in these things are frequently mis- 
directed, and injure instead of benefiting 
them. 
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Bro. Andrews made too much of Bro. 
Howai'd in the State of Maine. He esti- 
mated his abilities too highly, and gave 
him too much influence. 

Bro. and sister Hale, of Maine, were also 
injured by receiving undue attention from 
Bro. Andi'ews. They became jealous of 
my husband, myself, and other brethren 
and sisters, because they did not receive as 
much attention from them. Bro. and sis- 
ter Hale were a great trial to the church. 
They were most of the time on the con- 
trary side, seldom in union with the church. 
They could seldom be found twice of the 
same mind. They had a way and will of 
their own, which they wished others to 
follow; but they were not willing to be 
led. They were both independent, willful, 
set, and unyielding. They had their pomts 
to carry, and were unwilling to suhniit 
their will and judgment to that of the 
church. Here Bro. Andrews failed, both in 
discei-nment and judgment. He thought 
to pacify and to ]ilease Bro. and sister 
Hale, and remove all occasion for jealousy. 
His precious time and strength were taxed 
in this effort which only did injury. Faith- 
ful dealing, mingled with kindness, would 
have been exactly what they needed. The 
undue interest Bro. Andrews manifested 
for them was like daubing them with un- 
tempered mortar. Plain truth, appropri- 
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ate to their condition, spoken to them, 
would have been like lapng the ax at the 
root of the tree. The attention Bro. An- 
drews gave them led them to expect the 
same consideration fro;n their brethren; 
and if they were not flattered, their jeal- 
ousy was excited. They thought their 
brethren did not appreciate them, and that 
they were very essential to the church. 
They thought their judgment should be 
respected above the judgment of the breth- 
ren. They would not have been placed 
in this position of temptation, if it had not 
been for the special and uncalled for atten- 
tion of Bro. Aiidrews. 

While Bro. Andrews was giving time 
and attention to these unconsecrated ones, 
to save them from trial, he allowed burdens 
and responsibilities to drop with weight 
upon my husband, who was then too feeble 
to bear them. Bro. Andrews did not mean 
to do Avrong in any way ; but he had his 
niind centered upon a few, and neglected 
^ lift the burdens where they most needed 
to be lifted. Bro. Andrews exalted Bro. 
and sister Hale, and they, in their turn, 
thought Bro. Andi*ews a perfect man. 
They believed in his discernment, and 

Kught themselves greatly abused by oth- 
because they did not make as much of 
m as Bro. Andrews had done. When 
Sro. Andrews' friends claim his attention, 
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lie will make considerable sacrifice to 
please them, and he frequently robs the 
cause of God by devoting to their personal 
benefit time and strength which God would 
have him use in a more impoi*tant work. 
Bro. Andrews frequently injures the very 
ones he thinks he is benefiting. This error 
in Bro. Andrews is the result of cultivating 
one set of faculties, while he allows others 
to lie dormant, so that he is not well bal- 
anced. 

My husband could not understand how 
Bro. Andi-ews could not discern the bur- 
dens that must come upon him in having 
to take the responsibility of deciding im- 
portant matters, while he could devote so 
much time to those who had no weight of 
the cause of God upon them. This one 
case was presented to illustmte the many. 

The Lord gave Bro. Andrews light while 
he was living at Kirkville, N. Y., that he 
was not in the right place. I was shown 
that he should be located where there was 
a church, and where he would not be called 
to bear the entire burdens of his own fam- 
ily, neither be called out to bear burdens 
for others when he should come home 
weary ft-om his label's. I was shown that 
he should be where it was most pleasant 
for him, and where his suiTOundings would 
be cheerfiil and agreeable. His hands 
should be strengthened by the sympathy, 
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kindness, and prayei-s, of his brethren. 
And, in his absence, his family should 
have the tender watchcare of the brethren 
and sisters. The church should make the 
case of his family as their own. They 
sliould be sympathetic and considerate. 
This responsibility on the part of the 
church would not only remove a great 
burden from Bro. Andrews, but they, in 
their turn, would be blessed as they exer- 
cised their kindness, and gave living ex- 
pression of tlie feelings of their heart for 
the servants of God. 

If, yeai-s in the past, when the Office of 
publication wa^ in Rochester, N. Y., the 
brethren and sisters in Rochester and vi- 
cinity had been less selfish and less jealous 
of those whom God had selected to bear 
the heaviest burdens, while standing in the 
most responsible positions in connection 
with the cause and work of God ; if they 
had shown their faith by their works ; if 
they had been consecrated to God, and 
really loved the truth, and shown fruits of 
the same by manifesting a pei-sonal inter- 
est in the success and advancement of the 
work of God, the Office of publication 
Would not have been removed from Roch- 
ester. 

The painful experience we had in Roch- 
ester while our brethren neglected to share 
our burdens was marked of God. At this 
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time, Bro. Andrews was on the wrong side. 
Instead of lifting the burdens where they 
most needed to be lifted, he was with the 
murmurers and the jealous ones. He oc- 
cupied a position where, if his coui^e was 
questioned bymy husband, he felt aggrieved, 
and the impression he gave to others by 
his words and deportment led them to 
settle ui their minds that my husband and 
myself were wrong. Brn. Orton andLamson 
did not receive the correct impression; and a 
large circle connected with these thought 
Bro. White was severe and overbearing, 
and they felt justified to array themselves 
against us, because so good a man as Bro. 
Andrews was abused by Bro. White. The 
carrying out of their peculiar feelings of 
sympathy, led them to unite in blinding 
the eyes of Luman Masten to his own case! 
Tliey daubed him with untcmpered mortar, 
crying, Peace, peace, to the dying man 
gomg down into the gmve with his sins 
unconfessed. This unsanctiJied sympathy 
has proved the ruin of thousands. 

The feeling of dissatisfaction, with some, 
was carried to downright rebellion. The 
attachment of Brn. Lamson, Orton, and 
Andrews, and the Stevens family, was of 
that character to deceive and blind the 
eyes of all Bro. Andrews' bemg in the 
ring was a stay and support to the wliole. 
Repeated testimonies of warning had been 
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riven, and, if Bro. Andrews had stood clear 
from the influence of these friends witK 
whom he was connected, and to whom he 
gave his sympathy, he would have dis- 
cerned the wiles of the enemy, and not 
been found at all with that class who were 
deceiving and being deceived. He was 
himself giving wrong impressions*to others, 
and they were deceiving him. I was 
shown that "he that justifieth the wicked, 
and he which condemneth the just, even 
they both are abomination to the Lord." 

The Lord gave me a testimony that un- 
less there was an entire change in the 
brethren and sisters of Rochester and vi- 
cinity, the Office of publication would be 
removed. But the spiiit that controlled 
Dathan and Abii-am, and the princes of 
renown, controlled the minds of this com- 
pany who set themselves against the light. 

According to the light given, Rochester 
Was left. I saw the angel of mercy turn- 
ing from Rochester. Said the angel. As 
surely as they have done this, so surely 
will I repay, saith the Lord. In view of 
all the past, although Bro. Andrews had 
dee]»ly felt his eiTor, yet his settling in 
Rochester, amid the very same ones who 
Were united in their sympathies to war 
gainst us, was not wise. 

Bro. Andrews should cultivate traits of 
character wherein he is deficient. He has 

Tc.^t. 21, Private. 8 
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done \vi-ong by flattenng those who were 
unconsecrated, by his special attentions 
and strong attachments. The Lord has, in 
his word, warned against, and set forth the 
evil of, crying peace when he did not speak 
peace. The Lord has, through testimonies, 
warned, reproved, and cautioned, in regard 
to the inclination of Bro. Andrews to flat- 
ter and to sympathize with those who are 
his special friends. He has greatly injured 
them in so doing. 

Bro. Andrews' settling in Rochester with 
the very ones who sustained one another 
in their former munnuring and jealousy 
was not as God would have it, for several 
reasons : 1. Bro. Andrews' influence would 
be very limited in Rochester, and he could 
not while at home exert an influence upon 
brethren and sisters which would tell upon 
the cause of God. 2. Bro. Andrews was 
not in the midst of a church who could 
bear the burdens of responsibiUty which 
must necessarily come upon him located 
in as central a place as Rochester, where 
there were but very few, and these needed 
much care and continual labor. 3. Bro. 
Andrews was obHged to entertain much 
company, and was compelled to exercise 
close economy in order to keep clear from 
embarrassment. Although brethren and 
sisters were liberal, yet a care was brought 
upon the family, which ought not to have 



been borne by them. 4. Bro. Andrews 
was called upon to do errands and little 
f business matters for others while in Roch- 
' ester, which occupied his precious time, 
j: and told upon his strength. His house 
was as a hotel. 

As one after another of the brethren have 
been removed by death, Bro. Andrews 
has been left almost alone, with more and 
greater care. All these things should have 
'been convincing to Bro. Andrews in regard , 
to his duty. But that which should have 
told with the greatest weight of all was, 
the fact that the Office of publication was 
removed because of unfaithfulness of those 
who should have felt the deepest interest 
in the cause and work of God. This com- 
. pany who bound themselves together by 
cords of unsanctified sympathy would not 
receive reproof and counsel. The straight 
' testimony was irksome to them. And they 
determined to separate themselves from us, 
and they left Rochester. Rochester was a 
central place, and the house of Bro. An- 
di'ews has been like a hotel. If Bro. 
Andrews had exercised his reason, and if 
his judgment had been unbiased, he could 
have seen before this that he had made a 
mistake. 

jj^ If Bro. Andrews had for a time located 
at Adams' Center, he could have exerted 
an influence for good over that church. 
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But Bro. Andrews was not pleased with 
the prospect of making his home at Adams' 
Center. His inclination was to listen to 
the persuasion of his friends with whom he 
was well acquainted, and settle in Roches- 
ter. While he was hesitating, Bro. Taylor 
moved to Adams' Center, and Bro. Andrews 
felt that his way was hedged up. Bro. 
Taylor has not been a blessing to the 
church at Adams' Center, but a burden, 
f He was not qualified to give that large v 
church the very help they really needed, 
and must have, in order to prosper and 
increase in grace and in the knowledge of 
the truth. The church has been growing 
weaker under Bro. Taylor's labors, instead 
of stronger. Bro, Andrews reasoned that 
the Lord had closed up his way in going 
to Adams' Center. But he was too slow. 
He did not move quick enough. 

Bro. Andrews was acquainted with the 
reasons of my husband's objection to his 
settling in Rochester. In view of the past, 
God bade us flee from Rochester, because 
his blessing would not prosper his work 
there. The pei-suasion of friends and rela- 
tives drew Bro. Andrews to Rochester, 
while my husband sought to draw him 
away from Rochester. This has led Bro. 
Andrews to feel very sensitive of censure 
in reference to his remaining in Rociioster. 

The influence of a few friends balanced 



the matter with Bro. Andrews. It would 
have been for the salvation of Alva Or ton 
had his parents moved ^vith him from 
Rochester to some more retired place. But 
Bro. Andrews' locating there made it hard 
for them to leave. Bradley Lamson should 
not have settled in Rochester. It is a hard 
place to live the tmth and to bring up chil- 
dren aright. Since the death of Bro. Lam- 
son, sister Lamson should have moved from 
that wicked city, and placed her childi'en 
in a community more favorable to their 

, forming a Chiistian character. The sight 

fj of the eyes and the hearing of the eai-s in 
a wicked city like Rochester blunt the cour 
science and stupefy the sensibilities to 
eternal things. Good and evil are placed 
nearly upon a level. Bro. Andrews' living 
in Rochester 1ms influenced, or held, the 
others tliere. They seemed rooted, and no 
influence could be brought to bear upon 
them of sufficient force to start them from 
Rochester. These believers in the truth 
were not wise in bringing up their children 
in that wicked city. 

The Lord gave direction to his disciples 

; if they were not received in one city to go 
to another. The same counsel he would 
have his childi'en now follow. If God's 

i peculiar people can have no influence in a 
city because it is given to pride and idola- 
tiy, if they cannot fully do the will of God, 



Digitized by the Center fo 



Adventist Research 



182 

there are oWier towns, villages, and cities, 
to which they can flee, where their sur- 
roundings may be less objectionable. 

The friends of Bro, Andrews had high 
expectations of seeing a great ingathering 
in Kochester ; but their expectations have 
not been realized. The view my husband 
took in regard to Ero. Andrews' loca- 
ting at Rochester gi*eatly burdened Bro. 
Andrews. He prayed over the matter, and 
nearly saciificed his Hfe in the struggle, 
with Rochester friends and his own incli- 
nation on one side, and the entreaties of 
my husband on the other side. The exer- 
cise of prayer brought him into a state of 
great feebleness of body. His sad condi- 
tion was charged to Bro. WTiite's opposing 
Bro. Andrews in his sta3dng at Rochester. 
When the circumstances were taken into 
the account, with all the Lord had shown 
in reference to Rochester, Bro. Andrews 
presumed upon the mercy of God when he 
asked for clearer light than he already had. 

We are not left to choose for ourselves, 
and do those things most agreeable to us, 
and leave undone those things not pleasant 
to our nature. It is not for us to stand 
questioning, but to obey. 

When Bro. Andrews apphes himself to 
the study of subjects, he concentrates his 
entire mind upon the matter before him, 
and neglects real duties which some one 
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must do, whether they love to do them or 
not. Bro. Andrews applies himself to the 
study of subjects, and then is lost to eveiy- 
thing else, wliich results in the neglect of 
the real duties which need to be done. 
When Bro. Andrews takes hold of mattei-s, 
he frequently canies them too far. He 
concentrates his mind upon the matter be- 
fore him, and is of no practical advantage 
for anything else. He engaged at one 
period in reading exercises, and robbed 
himself of necessary sleep in order to read. 
This pleasurable exercise was canied to ex- 
tremes, and was a serious injury to his 
health. His habits were not in hannon}'' 
with physical law. This extra tax unfitted 
Bro. Andrews for doing many things which 
ought to have been done, and that he pos- 
itively could not do without injury to his 
health. His physical nature called for the 
sleep that his reading and study had de- 
prived him of. In meetings, and upon im- 
portant occasions, nature required the sleep 
she had been robbed of, and sleep would 
come upon Bro. Andrews like an armed 
man. It seemed an impossibility to shake 
off the stupor that would take hold of his 
senses. Frequently, when his labors were 
very much needed, and when his senses 
needed to be fully aw^ake and keenly sens- 
itive, he was utterly unable to do anything 
requiring mental exertion. Yet at the 
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same time, Bro. Andrews did not reason 
from cause to effect. He was mucli at- 
tached to his own routine of very early 
rising, and extending his labors far into 
the hours apportioned for sleep. 

Bro. Andrews has not had comet views 
of how he should labor and preserve health. 
He has, by his course, formed habits which 
were every day weakening his physical 
and mental strength to that degree that if 
important occasions demanded extra effort, 
he could not bear the draught upon liis 
mental powers without feehng it sensibly. 
Bro. Andrews' reading was not in itself a 
sm. He thought it a religious duty; and 
when things were not done that needed to 
be done, he has said, in truth, I have done 
all that I could. This was so. But had 
his habits been more in harmony with the 
law of nature, he could, through careful 
and regular habits, have performed much 
more labor without injury to his physical 
and mental strength. He has come verv 
near an entire break-down several times 
through his own wrong course, in being 
imprudent of the strength God has given 
him, and he has failed by so doing to glo- 
rify God in accompKshing the '^oreatest 
amount of good. ^ 

Bro. Andrews has had much sympathy 
excited in his behalf, because he worked 
so hard, and wa^ exhausted, wlien in many 



185 



instances he could have done the labor 
easily, if he had taken his usual hours 
of sleep, and if he had eaten more spar- 
ingly of even the simple food which forms 
his'diet. He should have taken a portion 
of time for physical exercise, which would 
increase his power of endurance. The 
amount Bro: Andrews has at times placed 
in his stomach has called the brain nerve 
power to that organ, to cany on the work 
of the stomach, and has robbed him of 
vitality that he might have preserved. 
Bro. Andrews has a sacred duty to preserve 
the health God has given him. When en- 
gaged in wi'iting, he enjoys the study of 
books, and does not give himself sufficient 
recreation and change. To read and wiite 
steadily is not best for the health, or for 
the clearest productions of the mind. 
Physical exercise should be united with 
mental effort. To write, then change and 
attend meetings, preaching the word, would 
invigorate and refresh the mind, and keep 
the brain in a better condition to put forth 
its strong efforts. 

In Bro. Andrews' locating in Rochester, 
he had many drawing upon him instead of 
his drawing upon others. His house has 
been the most proper place to hold meet- 
ings and entertam visitoi*s. All these 
Were a pleasure, but also a tax, and, when 
Bro. Andrews was at home, took much of 
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his time. His precious time was spent in 
accommodating his good brethren, while 
weightier matters were left secondary. 
The prospering hand of God has not at- 
tended the Sabbath-keepers in Rochester. 
A succession of very discouraging events 
have traaspired, in the providence of God, 
which should have been interpreted by 
Bro. Andrews that his location w^as not in 
the order of God. But Bro. Andrews has 
fallen back upon his experience, which he 
thought was special evidence in favor of 
hLs settling at Rochester. But if God gave 
this experience, he designed to demonstrate 
to others the fact that he had called Biu 
Andrews to Rochester for some purpose. 
That purpose has not been made apparent. 
Light had been given. The Lord had 
manifested in his providence, and through 
testimony, his will. The persuasion of 
friends, and his own inclination, led Bro. 
Andrews, in face of the light, to plead with 
the Lord for permission to remain in Roch- 
ester. The Lord permitted him to stay, 
and yet it was not the pleasure of the Lord 
for him to remain. 

Bro. Andrews' labors in Rochester and 
Olcott, and other places, have not been as 
successful as if he had been settled in some 
other locality. He was living among those 
who were acquainted with him, and he 
with them. He had, as it were, grown up 
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among them, and matured among them, 
and they were upon an equality. He 
sustained very much the same relation 
to the friends in and about Rochester 
and Olcott that the Bm. Lindsays, Lam- 
sons, and Gaskills, sustain to one another. 
He is regarded veiy much as a member of 
the same family. Bro. Andrews is beloved 
by them all. All are pleased with his 
society, and chat and Imve a social time 
when together, and Bro. Andrews is not in 
thcijL* minds invested with the dignity his 
position gives him. Had Bro. Andrews 
located among his brethren who were com- 
paratively strangers, it would have been 
more in accordance with the mind and will 
of God, and his inJBuence would have been 
much greater. 

When Bro. Andrews has come to Battle 
Creek from time to time, he has overtaxed 
his strength in doing too much. Had he 
done only those things whicli needed to 
be done, which could not be done away 
from Battle Creek, his strength would have 
been sufficient for tho burden and tax. 
But there has been a failure in doing those 
things which he should not have done, and 
in not doing those things which were posi- 
tively necessary to be done. Bro. Andi^ew^s 
allowed his mind to take hold of subjects 
that were not important for the time, and 
which had no special bearing upon the 
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work which was suffering to be done at 
Battle Creek, and. in order to have done 
properly, called him hundreds of miles to do. 
When where the work was, Bro. Andrews 
did not feel and see its importance, and 
lay hold of it, and make it a specialty. 
He followed the bent of his mind, and be- 
came interested in Bible subjects, and when 
absorbed in his favorite Bible studies, he 
cannot see what is to be done, and work to 
advantage. The subject before him is the 
all-absorbing theme. Health has been sac- 
rificed by night labor. He has robbed 
himself of rest and sleep, using up his vigor 
in doing things which could just as well be 
done at his own home in Rochester. The 
extra amount which he need not have done 
has severely taxed both physical and men- 
. tal strength. 

The cultivation of certain faculties to the 
neglect of others makes Bro. Andrews a 
one-sided man. When on the subject 
of the round world, Bro. Andrews could 
scarcely think or talk T\dthout dwelling 
upon this subject. He carried this matter 
to extremes. He wearied the readers an3 
listenei-s to his lengthy arguments upon 
that subject. Precious time was used 
up in talkmg and writing upon that sub- 
ject, which needed to be canvassed, but 
did not require so great thoroughness. 
Bro. Andrews was wearying himself and 
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others, and at the same time was leaving 
undone the weightier matters. And more 
recently, months of precious time have been 
used up in wearisome labor, chasing after 
the dishonest quibbles of a man who once 
kept the Bible Sabbath, but afterward re- 
jected it. His opposition is so great upon 
the Sabbath question that he is insane 
upon the subject. The time spent in fol- 
lowing Preble so closely and thoroughly 
has been a mistake. The readers of the 
Review have become wearied with the sub- 
ject. A set of quibbles have been furnished 
the readers of the Review of no special 
weight only to deceive and darken minds. 
In these things, Bro. Andrews could not 
see his failmgs. He has pursued the sub- 
ject with the greatest satisfaction to his 
own mind. Bro. Andrews has needed the 
help of his brethren. He should have had 
their counsel. They should have supplied 
his deficiency by their more equally bal- 
anced minds. When Bro. Andi-ews gets 
upon a train of thought following a sub- 
ject, he knows nothing about leaving oft 
when all has been said that is required, 
and that is profitable. The people of 
God are suffering for the truth which he 
should bring out at once upon the history 
of the Sabbath. 
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Relative to liCadinff ]fliiiisteri». 

The Lord would have Bm. Andrews, 
Waggoner, Smith, and White, stand united 
in the work of God. These have had expe- 
rience in the work, and they should all 
share the burdens of responsibility in the 
cause. They may each have a particular 
work, for which they are best adapted, 
and which they love; but their attach- 
ment to one particular branch should not 
be indulged in, and lead them to leave the 
heaviest and most perplexing burdens 
upon my husband. If each one would 
take a share, and educate himself to have 
a general interest, as is proper, the burdens 
need not cmsh out the life of any one. 

There is talent among Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists, if they will use it in bearing the 
burdens of the cause and work of God. 
The Lord would have these brethren men- 
tioned closely and lirmly united to hold 
each other up in their mutual efforts in 
this great work. 

The foregoing testimony I read before 
those who were assembled in the last Gen- 
eral Conference at Battle Creek. My hus- 
band had felt deeply grieved in regard to 
the responsibilities laid upon him, and that 
Bm. Andrews, Waggoner, and Smith, did 
not bear the burdens that they could have 



borne in the cause of God, and relieve him 
of some of the weight of care which was 
wearing seriously upon his health, 
t t Brn. Waggoner and Cornell added greatly 
to his burdens, because of their manifest 
lack of judgment and the Spirit of God 
to unite with then- efforts in seeking to 
settle church trials. They frequently left 
things in a worse condition than they 
found them. They were not calculated to 
deal with minds of eveiy stamp. They let 
their own peculiar feelings control them. 
Both had victories to gain over self before 
they could labor successfully to set things 
in order in the churches. I was shown 
that neither of these brethren were calcu- 
lated to build up the churches ; but to sow 
dissension and divide, rather than to unite. 
The severity manifested by Bm. Wag- 
J goner and Cornell, their lack of judgment 
in dealing with men and women who are 
in fault, and the many reproofs the Lord 
had given upon these very points, caused 
, my husband s fears to be aroused when- 
j ever he heard of their laboring with the 
' churches. He felt that their labor should 
be in new fields, as the Lord had shown, 
and not among the brethren. 

The interest and zeal that my husband 
has in the work and cause of God, his 
earnest desire for the prosperity and ad- 
I vancement of the work of God, inspired 
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him with jealousy for the cause of God. 
When my husband saw that Bro. Waggon- 
er's judgment could not be relied upon to 
put foith the most judicious labor in 
chui'ches, especially in settling church dif- 
ficulties, for his labors did not give evi- 
dence of being especially directed of God, 
he cautioned Bro. Waggoner, and presented 
before him his dangers, and begged of him 
to refrain from directing so much labor 
among the churches, and entering into 
chiu"ch trials, as he was not the best 
adapted to help them. 

Bro. Waggoner failed to see the necessity 
for this care and these warnmgs from Bro. 
White. He did not see his dangers, and 
his mistakes in laboring with the churches 
in the past. His feelings rose up against 
my husband ; for he interpreted that the 
cautions, advice, and reproof of Bro. White, 
were for the purpose of restricting his lib- 
erty, and controlling his labors. Bin. 
Andi'ews and Waggoner sympathized to- 
gether in reference to these things. 

At the General Conference last spring, I 
repeated that which had been shown me 
in Vermont, Dec. 10, 1871, that my hus- 
band had pondered over the past trials of 
his hfe too much. They looked to him 
unnecessaiy and unjust. He thought of 
the little sympathy and help he had re- 
ceived fpm Brn. Waggoner and Andrews, 



while beaiing the heavy burdens God had 
laid upon him, and the course of his breth- 
ren looked so mysterious and unexplain- 
able in his mind that his confidence was 
shaken in almost everybody. He dwelt 
upon his trials and the neglect of his 
brethren until their erroi-s were magnified 
before him, and he viewed them in a wrong 
light. His feelings were at times strong, 
and he was unreconciled to standing in the 
position he had done. He dwelt upon the 
inconsistent course of his brethren and 
their errors, when he should have been 
talking hope, courage, and faith, to his 
brethren. My husband .was discouraged, 
and disappointed in his iDrethren, and Sa- 
tan kept his mind dwelling upon these 
things until they became magnified in his 
mind. The efiect of these thoughts was to 
dishearten, and take away courage and 
hope, and greatly injure his health. He 
thought at times that the ways of the Lord 
were not equal in his bearing burdens 
which wei'e crushing him, while his minis- 
tering brethren, Andrews, Waggoner, and 
Smith, excused themselves from taking 
their share of tliese responsibilities. 

The Lord reproved my husband for fret- 
ting under these things, instead of leaving 
all in his hands. I was shown that he had 
injui-ed his health and courage by taking 
his case in his own hands. I saw that his 

Test. 21, Private. 9 
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orethren would be rewarded according to 
their works. Their neglect to move at all 
times in the counsel of God was a gi-eat 
loss to them ; for their reward would be 
proportionate to their successful labors; 
and, if their errors and lack were not seen 
and corrected, their eternal interest was 
endangered. Every time, Satan gained the 
advantage over them. They placed them- 
selves upon his ground, and opened their 
own souls to his temptations. I saw that 
my husband should have faith, hope, and 
courage, and talk faith, and hope, and 
courage. Then he would close a door that 
Satan loves to enter to harass, and annoy, 
and weaken his physical and mental 
strength. I saw that in some things my 
husband had misjudged the feelings and 
motives of his brethren. 

My husband received and acknowledged 
the testimony of reproof for him, and asked 
the forgiveness of his brethren for feeling 
as he had done. He did not and could not 
say that their course had been right ; for 
God had reproved them. All present felt 
that my husband had done all that he 
could do on his part to meet the mind of 
the Lord. He took his position by the 
side of his brethren, pledging himself to do 
all on his part to unite his interest with 
them. His brethren acknowledged the 
testimony to them, and the Spirit of God 
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seemed to witness to the work and union 
of the hearts of these laborei-s in his cause. 

After this, Bro. Waggoner commenced 
labonng with the church. The church at 
Battle Creek had been stirred by success- 
ftil labor during the Conference, and they 
humbled their hearts before the Lord, and 
commenced where God had repeatedly 
pointed out that they should work if they 
would have his blessing; that is, that they 
should put forth individual effort for one 
another, and for backsliders and sinners 
A wonderful spirit of freedom came into 
the meetings. Bro. Waggoner seemed to 
take the credit of this good work to his 
efforts. As he did this, he became hfted 
up, and thought that he was especially led 
out by God to do a work for the church 
Then the Spirit of the Lord left Bro. Wag- 
goner to move in his own judgment and wis- 
dom. He seemed to take it for granted that 
he had been right, and my husband wi-ong. 
He overlooked the repeated and direct 
pnvate testimonies that had been given 
him. He thought the wamings and cau- 
tions fi-om my husband, which were in 
union with the testimonies of reproof, re- 
stricted his libeity, and brought him inte 
bondage, that my husband had giieved 
the Spirit of God, and that this wa^ the 
reason his physical and mental powers 
were becoming enfeebled 
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Bro Waffgoner then acted out J. H. 
Wa^^«. if the fears of his brethren 
had not been sufficiently aroused before, 
they certainly were at this time. He man- 
ifested the lack of judgment and discern- 
ment, after he thought he had been under 
the especial influence of the Spint of God, 
to talk out his feelings of trial and the ex- 
ercises of his mind for some time back, m 
regard to my husband's cautions and re- 
proofs, to a family he was making efforts 
to help, who seemed to be weak in the 
principles of our faith, and who resembled 
the reed trembling in the wind. The 
minds of two at least of this family were 
unbalanced, and the strong wiles of spirit- 
uaUsm were beguilmg them by its pleasing, 
flattering, deceptive insinuations. 

Bro. Waggoner exalted himself, his judg- 
ment, and the spirit and power which was 
then leading him. He stated his gi^eat 
trials over Bro. White s reproofs and warn- 
ings, but that now Bro. White was re- 
proved by testimony, and that he was 
failing in health, and God was lifting him 
[Bro. Waggoner] up, and giving him free- 
dom, that God had through testimony jus- 
tified him, and condemned Bro. White, 
showing that he was right, and that Bro. 
White was wrong. ^ 

He made statements to several in the 
Office that any one who had discernment 
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could understand the purport of It was 
Bro. Waggoner who gave tone to the re- 
ligious excitement which was leading to 
fanaticism in Battle Greek. I do not feel, ^ 
at the present time, like giving particulai-s. 
We were absent from Battle Creek at the 
time, but we felt urged by the Spirit of 
God to return immediately ; for the enemy 
was at work, and the church was in dan- 
ger. We commenced at once to counteract 
the work of contusion which had begun. 
The Lord helped us. Worn as my hus- 
band was, this additional anxiety did not 
tend to improve his health, or lessen his 
cares. 

Bro. Waggoner had heard the testimony 
that Bm. Andrews, White, Waggoner, and 
Smith, should stand together in the great 
work before them, and all labor to one end, 
to advance the interests of the cause of 
God. Bro, Waggoner followed his own 
spirit, and overlooked the testimonies of 
warning which had been given to him. 
He should have known, by the repeated 
testimonies that the Lord has given him, 
that his judgment has been greatly per- 
verted by home influence. His course has 
not been free from blame, even in his fam- 
ily. The spirit he met at his home, he 
carried with him in dealing with his 
brethren abroad. He has frequently been 
severe and overbearing, and made matters 
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more complicated than if he had never 
touched them. From the testimonies of 
warning the Lord has given Bro. Wag- 
goner, he should have known that Battle 
Creek was not the place for him to labor. 

Brn. Waggoner and Cornell have both 
shown great lack of faith and good judg- 
ment in talking with othei*s in regard to 
their home trials, and creating sympathy 
for themselves. ' The Lord wrought merci- 
fully to free them both from a curse which 
has crippled their influence, and nearly 
ruined their souls. They should both 
have praised God for their deliverance, and 
not shown their weakness by talkmg in 
reference to the matter, but kept to them- 
selves their home troubles. These breth- 
ren have distrusted God, and shown weak- 
ness in talking so much before the people 
in the public congregation and in families, 
in regard to theii' physical infirmities. 
They said much about being exhausted, 
and experiencing a lack of strength, and 
their inabihty to labor. They wearied the 
people, and wearied the angels of God with 
their complaints, and the more they talked, 
the less strength did they receive from 
Heaven. They should have looked away 
from themselves to Jesus. He is a mighty 
deliverer, a strong tower, unto which°the 
righteous mn, and are safe. These breth- 
ren had no heavy burdens of the cause of 



God upon them. They were so taken up 
with complaining, and in talking their un- 
belief, that God would not lay heavy re- 
sponsibility upon them. And his grace 
and power were in accordance with their 
faith. 

The worn condition of my husband after 
the Conference, in consequence of the ad- 
ditional cares and responsibilities of the 
work connected with the General Confer- 
ence, was upon him. Bro. Waggoner in- 
terpreted, as did also some others, that the 
worn state of my husband was because he 
had been wrong, and the displeasure of the 
Lord was upon him. This was cruelty it- 
self. After the testimony had been given 
that Bm. Andrews, Smith, Waggoner, and 
White, should stand together, uniting their 
interests for the advancement of the great 
truths which ai-e testing the world, Bro. 
Waggoner forfeited my husbands confi- 
dence by the course he pursued, and gave 
evidence how little he desii'ed to carry out 
the design of God for this object. That 
my husband's confidence in Bro. Waggoner 
was shaken, I cannot doubt, and that he 
has sufficient reason, I cannot question. 
My husband humbled himself before his 
brethren, and did aU on his pai-t to 
strengthen union of feelings and effort. I 
feel sad that Bro. Waggoner, who is a 



Digitized hy the Center fc 



200 



201 



strong man in Bible aigument, should be 
so weak in many things where so much is 
at stake. This is not necessary. He might 
have strength from God, if he would obtain 
the victoiy over self. If he had followed 
the light, and if Bro. Cornell had followed 
the Ught, years ago, which God had given 
them, they might now both be mighty in 
word and the power of the Spuit of God, 
and their hearts and judgments would be 
sanctified, that they could deal with minds 
with the best results attending their labors. 
Self, in them, has not been crucified, and 
both are in great danger of making ship- 
wreck of faith. The devil knows their 
special weaknesses, and he has communi- 
cated to his agents where they can be the 
most easily overcome, and at last gained 
to their cause. They are both in danger 
of being overcome instead of overcoming, 
because of a deficiency in their characters. 

They can both, by taking hold of faith 
and the grace and power of God, while 
they do all that they can on their part, 
overcome self-confidence, get the, victory 
over their peculiar besetments, and wear a 
crown of glory in the kingdom of God, 
brilhant with stars. 



missionary Work* 

December 10, 1871, 1 was shown that 
God would accomplish a great work through 
the truth, if devoted, self-sacrificing men 
would give themselves unreservedly to the 
work of presenting the truth to those in 
darkness. Those who have a knowledge of 
the precious truth, who are consecrated to 
God, should avail themselves of every op- 
portunity where there is an opening to press 
in the truth. Angels of God are moving on 
the hearts and consciences of the people of 
other nations, and honest souls are troubled 
as they witness the signs of the times in the 
unsettled state of the nations. The in- 
quiry arises in their hearts. What will be 
the end of all these things ? While God 
and angels are at work to impress hearts, 
the servants of Christ seem to be asleep. 
There are but few working in unison with 
the heavenly messengers. All men and 
women who are Christians in every sense of 
the word should be workers in the vineyard 
of the Lord. They should be wide awake, 
zealously laboring for the salvation of their 
fellow- men, and should imitate the example 
tho Saviour of the world has given them in 
his life of self-denial, and sacrifice, and 
faithful, earnest labor. 

There has been but little missionary 
spirit among Sabbath-keeping Adventists. 
If ministers and people were sufficiently 



Digitized by the Center fo 



202 



203 



aroused, they would not rest thus indiffer- 
ently, while God has honored them by 
making them the depositaries of his law, by 
printing it in their minds, and writing it 
upon their hearts. These truths of vital 
importance are to test the world ; and yet in 
our own country there are cities, villages, and 
towns, that have never heard the warning 
message. Young men, who feel stirred with 
the appeals that have been made for help 
in this great work of advancing the cause 
of God, make some advance moves, but do 
not get the burden of the work upon them 
sufficiently to accomplish what ihey might. 
They are willing to do a small work, which 
does not require special effort Therefore, 
they do not learn to place their whole de- 
pendence upon God, and by living faith 
draw from the great Fountain and Source 
of light and strength, in order that their 
efforts should prove wholly successful. 

Those who think that they have a work 
to do for the Master should not commence 
their efforts among the churches ; but they 
should go out into new fields, and prove 
their gifts. They can test themselves in 
this way, and settle the matter, to their 
own satisfaction, whether God has indeed 
chosen them for this work. They will feel 
the necessity of studying the word of God, 
and praying earnestly for heavenly wisdom 
and divine aid from God. They will be 
brought where they will be obtaining » 



most valuable experience by meeting with 
opponents who bring up objections against 
the important positions of our faith. They 
will feel their weakness, and be driven to 
the word of God and prayer. In this ex- 
ercise of their gifts, they will be learning 
and improving, and gaining confidence, and 
courage, and faith, and will eventually have 
a valuable experience. 

The Brn. Lane commenced right in this 
work. In their labor they did not go 
among the churches, but went out into new 
fields. They commenced humble. They 
were little in their own eyes, and felt the 
necessity of their whole dependence being 
in God These bror-hers are now in great 
danger of becoming self-sufficient, especially 
Elbert. In his discussion with opponents, 
the truth has obtained the victory, and Bro. 
Elbert has begun to feel s^^^rong in himself. 
As soon as he gets above the simplicity of 
the work, then his labors will not benefit 
the precious cause of God. Bro. Elbert 
should not encourage a love for discussions, 
but avoid them whenever he can. These 
contests with the powers of darkness in de- 
bate seldom result the best for the advance- 
ment of the present truth. 

If young men who commence to labor in 
this cause would have the missionary spirit, 
they would give evidence that God has in- 
deed called them to the work. But when 
they do not go out into new places, but are 
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content to go from church to church, they 
give evidence that the hurden of the work 
is not upon them. The ideas of our young 
preachers are not broad enough. Their 
zeal is too feeble. Were the young men 
awake, and devoted to the Lord, they would 
be diligent every moment of their time, and 
seek to qualify themselves for laborers in 
missionary fields rather than to be fitting 
themselves to become combatants. 

Young men should be qualifying them- 
selves to become familiar with other lan- 
guages, that God may use them as medi- 
ums to communicate his saving truth to 
those of other nations. These young men 
may obtain a knowledge of other languages, 
even while engaged in laboring for sinners. 
If they are economical of their time, they 
can be improving their mind, and qualify- 
ing themselves for more extended useful- 
ness. Young women who have borne but 
little responsibility, if they devote them- 
selves to God, can be qualifying themselves 
by study to become familiar with otber 
languages. They could devote themselves 
to tiie work of translating. . 

Our publications should be printed m 
other languages, that foreign nations may be 
reached. Much can be done through tbe 
medium of the press, but much more if tne 
influence of the labors of the living preacher 
goes with our publications. Missionaries 
are needed to go to other nations, to preacH 
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the truth in a guarded, careful manner. 
The cause of present truth can be greatly 
extended by personal efi*ort. The contact 
of individual mind with individual mind 
will do more to remove prejudice, if the la- 
bor is discreet, than our publications alone 
can do. Those who engage in this work 
should not consult their ease or inclination. 
They should not have love for popularity 
or display. 

When the churches see young men pos- 
sessing zeal to qualify themselves to ex- 
tend their labors to cities, villages, and 
towns, that have never been aroused to the 
truth, and missionaries volunteer to go to 
other nations, to carry the truth to them, 
the churches will be encouraged and 
strengthened far more than to have the 
labors of inexperienced young men. The 
churches, as they see their ministers' hearts 
all aglow with love and zeal for the truth 
and a desire to save souls, will arouse 
themselves. The churches generally have 
the gifts and power within themselves to 
bless and strengthen themselves, and gather 
into the fold sheep and lambs. They need 
to be thrown upon their own resources, and 
80 call into active service all the gifts that 
are lying dormant. 

As churches are established, it should 
be set before them that it is even from 
among them that men must be taken to 
carry the truth to others, and raise new 
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churchea; therefore, they must all work, 
and cultivate to the very utmost the talents 
God has given tbem, and they be training 
their minds to engage in the service of their 
Master. If these messengers are pure in 
heart and life, if their example is what it 
should be, their labors will he highly suc- 
cessful ; for they have a most powerful 
truth, clear and connected, and convincing 
arguments. They have God on their side, 
and the angels of God to work with their 
eftorts. 

Why there has been so little accom- 
plished by those who preach the truth,* is 
not wholly because the truth they bear is 
unpopular, but because the men who bear 
the message are not sanctified by the truths 
they preach. The Saviour withdraws his 
smiles, and the inspiration of his Spirit is 
not upon them. The presence and power 
of God to convict the sinner and cleanse 
from all unrighteousness is not manifest. 
Sudden destruction is right upon the peo- 
ple, and yet they are not fearfully alarmed. 
The unconsecrated minister makes the work 
very hard for those who follow after them, 
and who have the hurden and spirit of the 
work upon them. 

The Lord has moved upon men of other 
tongues, and has brought them under the 
influence of the truth, that they should be 
qualified to labor in his cause. He has 
brought them within reach of the Office of 
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publication, that its managers might avail 
themselves of their services, if they were 
awake to the wants of the cause. Publica 
tions are needed in other languages, to raise 
an interest and the spirit of inquiry among 
other nations. 

In a most remarkable manaer, the Lord 
wrought upon the heart of Marcus Lichten- 
stein, and directed the course of this young 
man to Battle Creek, that he should there 
be brought under the influence of the truth, 
and be converted, and united to the Office 
of publication, and should obtain an expe- 
rience. His education in the Jewish relig- 
ion would qualify him to prepare publica- 
tions. His knowledge of Hebrew would be 
a help to the Office in the preparation of 
publications to gain access to a class chat 
otherwise could not be reached. The gift 
God gave to the Office in Marcus was no 
inferior gift. His deportment and consci- 
entiousness were in accordance with the 
principles of the wonderful truths he was 
beginning to see and appreciate. 

But the influence of those in the Office 
grieved and discouraged Marcus. Those 
young men who did not esteem Marcus as 
he deserved, and whose Christian life was a 
contradiction to their profession, were the 
means that Satan used to separate from the 
Office the gift which God had given to it. 
He went away perplexed, grieved, and dis- 
couraged. Those who had had years of 
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experience, and who should have had the 
love of Christ in their hearts, were so far 
separated from Grod by selfishness, pride, 
and their own folly, that they could not 
discern the especial work of God in Marcus' 
being connected with the Office. 

The course pursued by these unconse- 
crated ones toward Marcus resulted in his 
leaving the Office. Marcus was a true 
gentleman. He possessed excellent traits 
of character. He had a high sense of the 
Christian religion. The coldness, and 
backslidings, and lack of principle, exhib- 
ited by those who had for years professed 
the Christian religion, distressed and vexed 
him. Unbelief took possession of his soul. 
Those who labored in the Office are ac- 
countable for his leaving the Office. Mar- 
cus was treated with disrespect by some. 
His imperfect speech in our language ex- 
cited the mirth of those who ought to have 
been a blessing to Marcus ; and his imper- 
fect English should have caused their 
hearts to magnify God that a stranger to 
Christ and the truth had been united with 
them to do a work that those who could 
speak the English language readily could 
not do. They should have seen the provi- 
dence of God in converting this educated 
Jew to the Christian religion to do his part 
in proclaiming the message to all nations, 
and tongues, and people. 

If those who are connected with the Of- 
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fice were awake, and had not been spiritu- 
ally paralyzed, Bro. Brownsberger would 
ago have been connected with the 
Office, and might now be prepared to do a 
good work which much needs to be done. 
He should have been engaged in teaching 
young men and women, that they might be 
qualified now to become workers in mis- 
sionary fields. 

Those engaged in the work were about 
two-thirds dead because of their yielding to 
wrong influences. They were where God 
could not impress them by his Holy Spirit. 
And oh ! how my heart aches as I see that so 
much time has passed, and a great work that 
might have been done is left undone because 
those in important positions have not 
walked in the light. Satan has stood pre- 
pared to sympathize with those men in holy 
office, and tell them God does not require 
of them as much zeal and unselfish, devoted 
interest as Bro. White expects, and they 
settle down carelessly in Satan's easy chair, 
and the ever- vigilant, persevering foe binds 
them in chains of darkness, while they 
think that they are all right. Satan works 
on their right hand and on their left, and 
all around them ; and they know it not. 
-I hey call darkness light, and light darkness. 
, If those in the Office of publication are 
mdeed engaged in the sacred work of giving 
the last solemn message of warning to the 
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world, how careful should they be to carry 
out in their lives the principles of the truth 
they are handling. They should have pure 
hearts and clean hands. 

Our people connected with the Office have 
not been awake to improve the privileges 
within their reach, and secure all the talent 
and influence that God has provided for 
them. There, is a very great failure with 
nearly all connected with the Office of real- 
izing the importance and sacredness of the 
work. Pride and selfishness exist to a very 
great degree, and angels of God are not 
attracted to that Office as they would be 
if hearts were pure and in communion with 
God. Those laboring in the Office have 
not had a vivid sense that the truths that 
they were handling were of heavenly origin, 
to accomplish a certain and special work 
as did the preaching of Noah before the 
flood. As the preaching of Noah warned, 
tested, and proved, the inhabitants of the 
world before the flood of waters destroyed 
them from ofi' the face of the earth, so is 
the truth of God for these last days doing 
a similar work of warning, testing, and 
proving the world. The publications which 
go forth from the Office bear the signet of 
the Eternal. They are being scattered all 
through the land, and are deciding the des- 
tiny of souls. Men are now greatly needed 
who can translate and prepare our publica- 
tions in other languages to reach all 



tongues, and that the messages of warning 
may go to all nations, that they may be 

. tested by the light of the truth, that men 
and women, as they see the light, may turn 
from the transgression to the obedience of 
the law of God. 

Every opportunity should be improved 
to extend the truth to other nations. This 
will be attended with considerable expense, 
but expense should in no case hinder the 
performance of this work. Means are of 
no value only as they are used to advance 
the interest of the kingdom of God. The 
Lord has lent men means for this very pur- 

. poes to use in sending the truth to their fel- 
low-men. There is a great amount of surplus 

' means in the ranks of Seventh-day Advent- 
ists. The withholding of this means self- 
ishly from the cause of God is blinding 
their eyes to the importance of the work of 
God, making it impossible for them to dis- 
cern the solemnity of the times in which 
we live, or the value of eternal riches. 
They do not view Calvary in the right 
light, and therefore cannot appreciate the 
worth of the soul for which Christ paid 
such an infinite price. 

Men will invest means in that which they 
value the most and which they think will 
bring to them the greatest profits. When 
men will run great risks and invest much 
in worldly enterprises, but are unwilling to 
venture or invest much in the cause of God 
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to send the truth to their fellow-men, they 
evidence that they value their earthly treas- 
ure more highly than the heavenly just in 
proportion as their works show. 

If men would lay their earthly treasures 
upon the altar of God, and work as. zeal- 
ously to secure the heavenly treasure as 
they have the earthly, they would invest 
means cheerfully and gladly wherever they 
could see an opportunity to do good and 
aid the cause of their Master, who intrusted 
them with means to test and prove their 
fidelity to him. Christ has given them un- 
mistakable evidence of his love and fidelity 
to them. He left Heaven, his riches and 
glory, and for their sakes became poor, 
that they through his poverty might be 
made rich. After he has thus condescended 
to save man, Christ requires no less of man 
than that he should deny himself, and use 
the means he has lent him in saving his 
fellow-men, and by thus doing, give evi- 
dence of his love for his Redeemer, and 
show that he values the salvation brought 
to him by such an infinite sacrifice. 

Now is the time to use means for God. 
Now is the time to be rich in good works, 
laying up in store for ourselves a good 
foundation against the time to come, that we 
may lay hold on eternal life. One soul saved 
in the kingdom of God is of more value 
than all earthly riches. We are answera- 
ble to God for the souls of those with whom 
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we are brought into contact, and the more 
closely our connections with our fellow- 
men, the greater is our responsibility. We 
are one great brotherhood, and the welfare 
of our fellow-men should be our great in- 
terest. We have not one moment to lose. 
If we have been careless in this matter it is 
high time we were now in earnest to redeem 
the time, lest the blood of souls be found in 
our garments. As children of God, none 
of us are excused from taking a part in the 
great work of Christ, in the salvation of 
our fellow-men. 

It will be a difficult work to overcome 
prejudice and convince the unbelieving that 
our efforts are disinterested to help them. 
But this should not hinder our labor. 
There is no precept in the Word of God 
that tells us to do good to those only who 
appreciate and respond to our efforts, and 
to benefit those only who will thank us for 
It. God has sent us to work in his vine- 
yard. It is our business to do all we can. 
" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thy hand ; thou know- 
est not which shall prosper, this or that." 
We have too little faith. We limit the 
Holy One of Israel. We should any of us 
be grateful that God condescends to use us 
as his instruments. For every earnest 
prayer put up in faith for anything, an- 
swers will be returned. They may not 
come just as we have expected ; but they 
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will come — not perhaps as we have devised, 
but at the very time when we most need 
them. But oh ! how sinful is our unbelief ! 
"If ye abide in Me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you." 

Young men who engage in this work 
should not trust too much to their own abili- 
ties. They are inexperienced, and should 
seek to learn wisdom from those who have 
had a long experience in the work, and who 
have had opportunities to study character. 

Instead of our ministering brethren la- 
boring among the churches, Grod designs 
that we should spread abroad, and our mis- 
sionary labor be extended over as much 
ground as we can possibly occupy to ad- 
vantage, going in ' every direction to raise 
up new companies. We should ever leave 
upon the minds of new disciples an impres- 
sion of the importance of our mission. As 
able men are converted to the truth, they 
should not require laborers to keep their 
flagging faith alive ; but these men should 
be impressed with the necessity of laboring 
in the vineyard. As long as churches rely 
upon laborers from abroad to strengthen 
and encourage their faith, they will not be- 
come strong in themselves. They should 
be instructed that their strength will in- 
crease in proportion to their personal ef- 
forts. The more closely the New-Testar 
ment plan is followed in missionary labor, 
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the more successful will be the efforts put 
forth. 

We should work as did our divine Teacher, 
sowing the seeds of truth with care, anxiety, 
and self-denial. We must have the mind 
of Christ if we would not become weary in 
well-doing. His was a life of continued 
sacrifice for others' good. We must follow 
his example. The seed of truth we must 
sow, and trust in God to quicken it to life. 
The precious seed may lie dormant for some 
time, when the grace of God may convict 
the heart, and the seed sown be awakened 
to life, and spring up and bear fruit to the 
glory of God. Missionaries in this great 
work are wanted to labor unselfishly, ear- 
nestly, and perseveringly, as co-workers 
with Christ and the heavenly angels in the 
salvation of their fellow-men. 

Especially should our ministers beware 
of indolence and of pride, which are apt to 
grow out of a consciousness that we have 
the truth, and strength of arguments which 
our opponents cannot meet ; and while the 
truths which we handle are mighty to the 
pulling down of the strongholds of the pow- 
ers of darkness, there is danger of neglect- 
ing personal piety, purity of heart, and en- 
tire consecration to God. There is danger 
of their feeling that they are rich and in- 
creased with goods, while they lack the es- 
sential qualifications of a Christian. They 
may be wretched, poor, blind, miserable, 
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and naked. They do not feel the necessity 
of living in obedience to Christ every day 
and every hour. Spiritual pride eats out 
the vitals of religion. In order to preserve 
humility, it would be well to remember how 
we appear in the sight of a holy God who 
reads every secret of the soul, and how we 
should appear in the sight of our fellow-men 
if they all knew us as well as God knows 
us. For this reason, to humble us, we are 
directed to confess our faults, and improve 
this opportunity to subdue our pride. 

Ministers should not neglect physical ex- 
emse. They should seek to make them- 
selves useful, and be a help where they are 
dependent upon the hospitalities of others. 
They should not allow others to wait upon 
them, but rather lighten the burdens of 
those who have so great a respect for the 
gospel ministry that they would put them- 
selves to great inconvenience in doing 
for them that which they should do for 
themselves. The poor health of some of our 
ministers is because of their neglect of 
physical exercise in useful labor. 

Aa the matter has resulted, I was shown 
that it would have been better had the 
Brn. Bourdeaus done what they could in 
the preparation of tracts to be circulated 
among the French people. If these works 
were not prepared in all their perfection, 
they might better have been circulated, 
that the French people could have an op- 
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portunity to search the evidences of our 
faith. There are great risks in delay. The 
French should have had books setting forth 
the reasons of our faith Brn. Bourdeau 
were not prepared to do justice to these 
works, for they needed to be spiritualized 
and enlivened themselves, and the books 
prepared would bear the stamp of their 
minds. They needed to be corrected, lest 
their preaching and writing should be tedi- 
ous. They needed to educate themselves 
to come at once to the point, and make the 
essential features of our faith stand forth 
clearly before the people. The work has 
been hindered by Satan, and much has been 
lost because these works were not prepared 
as they should have been. Brn. Bourdeau 
can do much good if fhey are fully devoted 
to the work, and if they will follow the 
light God has given them. 

At the camp-meeting at Lancaster, 1870, 
the committee on publication of books con- 
sidered the matter of preparing pamphlets 
to be circulated among the French people. 
The decision was in accordance with the 
light which God had previously given in 
testimony, that the tracts for other nations 
should be prepared with tbe greatest of 
care, and should not be left alone to the 
Brn. Bourdeau to bear the stamp of their 
minds. After Brn. Andrews, White, Wag- 
goner, and Bourdeau had consulted over 
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the matter, thej decided to unite their ef- 
forts in placing before other tongues and 
nations the desired works. These tracts 
should be brief, right to the point, and 
made intensely interesting. 

But I regret to say that nothing has been 
done in regard to these books. Brn. Wag- 
goner and Andrews have seemed to feel 
no burden of the matter since this decision, 
although they assumed equal responsibil- 
ities with my husband. My husband and 
myself attended twelve camp-meetings that 
season, besides laboring three weeks in Mis- 
souri. We were worn. We had done too 
much labor. We returned home to have 
the additional care of my husband's par- 
ents. Mother White was helpless from a 
stroke of paralysis. Father White was very 
feeble. We found the Office of publication 
suffering for want of proper help. Bro. 
Smith, who edited the Review, was at Roch- 
ester, N. Y., recovering from fever. Adelia 
Van Horn, our secretary, was sick with 
fever. Bro. Gage was at home, sick with 
fever, through needless exposure to wet and 
cold in taking a trip for pleasure to Chicago. 
The important posts were deserted by sev- 
eral. Bro. Bell had left the Instructor, 
and he was away. 

My husband took hold of the work, and 
I helped him what I could in the work that 
had been deserted by others. The Reformer, 
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that had been edited by Bro. Gage, was 
sinking. Our people were losing their 
interest in it. My husband took it in its 
sinking condition, and made everv effort ro 
enliven and give it interest. He also 
worked earnestly for the Review and In- 
structor, In addition to this labor, we 
found, upon our return from the camp-meet- 
ing campaign packages of letters laid a«ide 
for our examination, containing difficult 
matters which must be decided. All these 
letters required much ^thought and care^'ul 
answers. 

The pressure of work, and the wearing anx- 
iety in connection with the Office, was tell- 
ing upon my husband. Home matters were 
neglected. His father and mother who were 
with us could receive but little attention from 
him personally. But that which grieved him 
most was the letters of discouragement com- 
ing from Brn. Waggoner and Andrews while 
he was standing under an almost insupporta- 
ble weight of care and labor. My husband, 
by the help of God, improved the Review by 
enlarging it ; also the Instructor. He res- 
urrected the Reformer, which was appar- 
ently dead. He performed the labor which 
should have been shared with no less than 
three besides himself. And at the Gen- 
eral Conference which followed this ex- 
hausting labor, there was additional care 
and burdens which nearly finished him. He 
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had a slight shock of paralysis. Since that 
times he haB been standing under continual 
pressurt of care and heavy, wearing re- 
sponsibilities. He has had no time to re- 
vise tracts for other languages, or to write 
upon subjects of present truth. Thp blame 
of publication^ ' ' ' ' jxiveir'to the 
French people ■ i^pon my hus- 

band, for he posiLivc'iy could not do this 
work in addition to the accumulation of bur- 
dens which unjustly fell upon him. He has 
stood under hnrdnv that fin ether man 
would lift. 

M;V husba-ai i.-i > u m.-. from 

the inu-restof his family to supply the want 
of labor in others. He has had no social 
pnjojmenr with his family. After his in- 
creased labor during ihe Conference of 
1872 his strength seemed ro sive way. 
He could do no more. He 3buld not sleep 
or rest nights. Nearly every night I was 
obliged to be up with him from two to four 
i?ig him treatrafiint to relieve his 
We then felt clear to drop the 
that we had borne, and flee for our 
lives from Battle Creek. We are in Col- 
orado monnt-ains- anr) my^usband is now 
fast improving in , 
mental vigor are 
1 -\-: T^ rok we lea 
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